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Presentation Overview 

• Part 61 process – stakeholder engagement 

• Agency priorities 

• Utah regulatory activities 

– Rules: Performance assessments 

– Waste classification 

• Compatibility 

• Subsequent rulemaking – waste classification 
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Stakeholder Engagement 

• Appreciate Commission’s focus throughout 
the entire rulemaking development process 

• Continual recognition of the importance of 
stakeholder involvement 

• Participation and response from stakeholders 
reflects importance of this rulemaking 

• Recent public meetings in all four sited states 
particularly beneficial 

3 



Agency Priorities 

• Build and enhance public and regulated 
community confidence and trust 

• Foster and work within a regulatory 
framework that is transparent and predictable 

• Assure that LLW management within Utah is 
protective of public health and safety and the 
environment 

• Promote and advance and  information 
sharing and availability 
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Utah Depleted Uranium (DU) Rule 
(Adopted – April 2010) 

• "Concentrated DU" means waste with DU 
concentrations greater than 5% by weight 

• Land disposal of significant quantities of 
concentrated DU (> 1 metric ton in total 
accumulation) after June 1, 2010, shall submit 
a performance assessment (PA)  

• PA revised, as needed, to reflect ongoing 
guidance and rulemaking from NRC 

 



Utah Depleted Uranium (DU) Rule 

• Performance assessment compliance period a 
minimum of 10,000 years.  Additional simulations 
performed for the period where peak dose occurs 
and the results analyzed qualitatively 

 

• No facility may dispose of significant quantities of 
concentrated DU prior to the approval by the 
Division Director of the performance assessment  



Utah Depleted Uranium (DU) Rule 

• Demonstrate the performance standards 
specified in 10 CFR Part 61 and corresponding 
provisions of Utah rules will be met for:  

- Total quantities of concentrated DU and other 
wastes, including wastes already disposed of 
and  

- Quantities of concentrated DU the facility now 
proposes to dispose  



Utah 
Performance Assessment Rule 

(Adopted – February 2011) 

• Conditions for requiring a performance 
assessment 

– Waste was not considered in the development of 
the limits on Class A waste and not included in the 
analyses of the Draft EIS for 10 CFR Part 61  

 

– Waste is likely to result in > 10% of the dose limits 
during the time period at which peak dose would 
occur  



Utah 
Performance Assessment Rule 

• Conditions for requiring a performance 
assessment (cont.) 

– Waste will result in > 10% of the total site source 
term over the operational life of the facility  

 

– Waste would result in an unanalyzed condition 
not considered in the development of R313-25 (10 

CFR 61.55)  

 



• Utah’s Prohibition for Class B & C low-level 
radioactive waste 

– Current Law 

Waste Classification - Utah 

19-3-103.7. Prohibition of certain radioactive wastes. 
  
No entity may accept in the state or apply for a license to 
accept in the state for commercial storage, decay in storage, 
treatment, incineration, or disposal: 
  
(1) class B or class C low-level radioactive waste; … 
  
        Amended by Chapter 10, 2005 General Session    
            (Utah Code Ann., §19-3-103.7) 
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Waste Classification – Utah 
“This proposed revision must not 
either explicitly or by interpretation 
be a means to by-pass the existing 
waste classification requirements of 
Subpart 61.55.” 

 

“It is vital to Utah's Class B and Class 
C prohibition that the existing 
classification system of low-level 
radioactive waste remain in place, 
with the ability of a state, such as 
Utah, to enforce state prohibitions 
on wastes with higher radioactive 
levels.” 
        -- Gov. Gary R. Herbert 
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• Independent verification 

– Public confidence 

• Waste Acceptance Criteria 

– Host state resources impact 

– Coordination with disposal facility and waste 
generators 

Waste Classification - Utah 
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Compatibility 

• Flexibility for Host States  

– State waste classification 
requirements 

– Performance assessments 
(DU) 

• In progress / Completed 
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Subsequent / Second Rulemaking 
Waste Classification – Depleted Uranium 

• Commission request for comment 

• Commercial disposal of large volumes of 
depleted uranium 

– Initial basis for Part 61 rulemaking 

• Waste classification of depleted uranium 

– Significant ingrowth of progeny suggests depleted 
uranium is unique to other long-lived 
radionuclides  

• Public confidence and acceptance 
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Subsequent / Second Rulemaking 
Waste Classification – Depleted Uranium 
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Thank you for the opportunity and privilege to 
present this information. 
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Contact Information 

Rusty Lundberg 
Division of Radiation Control 
Utah Department of Environmental Quality 
 
(801) 536-4257 
rlundberg@utah.gov 

After July 1, 2015: 
 
    Rusty Lundberg 
    Deputy Director 
    Division of Waste Management & Radiation Control 
    Utah Department of Environmental Quality 
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