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RISK ANALYSIS FOR PREVICUSLY 'BANDONED WELL-LOGGING SOURCES

To respond to a Commission rey. st for a risk analysis
to determine if the proposed rule regarding abandonment
procedures for irretrievable well-logging sources should
be applied to well-logging sources that will have been
abandonred prior to the effective date of the final rule.

During Commission review of SECY 78-411, "Proposed

Amendments to 10 CFR Parts 30 and 70, Requirements

to be Accomplished in the Event of an Irretrievable
Well-Logging Source," questions concerning the status

of well-logging sources that had been previously

abandoned were raised. The proposed regulations would -
require each licensee to provide for sealing each
irretrievable source in place with a cement piug,

setting a whipstock or drill deflection device at the

top of the cement plug and mounting a permanent identification
plaque at the surface of the well. Previously abandoned
sources would not be subject to these requirements.

The proposed amendments were published for public comment

in the Federal Register on September 28, 1978 (43 FR 44547).
The Commission asked for the rationale for not assuring that-
these procedures would be complied with for previously
abandoned sources. The Commission felt that this rationale
would be useful if future questions concerning the status of
the sources should be raised.

The staff has prepared the attached analysis of the
additional radiological risk to public health and
safety for the nreviously abandoned sources if
accomplishment of the proposed procedures is not
assured. The analysis shows that about 21 wells, of
which only 10 are subject to NRC jurisdiction, may be
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