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CHAIRMAN

TheHonorableGaryC.Peters

Chairman,CommitteeonHomeland

SecurityandGovernmentalAffairs

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearMr.Chairman:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamsubmittingthis
letterastheNRC'sannualreportrelatedtotheprotection ofwhistleblowers requiredbythe
"NationalDefenseAuthorizationActforFiscalYear 2018" (PublicLaw115-91)(theAct).
Section1097(d)(1)oftheActrequiresagenciestoincorporate theprotectionofwhistleblowers
intojobrequirementsandperformancestandardsofsupervisory employees. Thereafter,each
agencymustreportannuallytoCongressthenumberofsupervisors whofailedtomeetthese
criticalstandards,thereasonsforthedeterminationthatthey failed, andwhatperformance-based
orcorrectiveactionsweretakenbytheagencyinresponse.Ican report thattheNRChadno
confirmedviolationsoftheActduringourlastperformancecycleof fiscal year2020.

SincethepassageoftheAct,Federalagencieshavereceivedfurther direction fromthe
OfficeofSpecialCounsel(OSC)andtheOfficeofPersonnelManagement indicating thatjoint
guidancewillbeissuedforagenciesontheinclusionofwhistleblowerprotection criteria in
supervisoryperformanceappraisalsasrequiredbytheAct.OSCrecentlyprovided language

thatitcurrentlyusesinitsperformancestandards,whichtheNRCisevaluatingfor incorporation

inourperformancestandardsforfiscalyear2022.

Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorneedadditionalinformation,pleasecontactme,orhave your

staffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,at(301)415-1776.

Sincerely,

ChristopherT.Hanson

cc:SenatorRobPortman
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The Honorable GaryC.Peters
Chairman, Committee onHomeland

Security and Governmental Affairs
UnitedStates Senate

Washington, DC 20510
cc:SenatorRob Portman

TheHonorableCarolyn B.Maloney
Chairman,Committeeon Oversight
andReform
UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives

Washington,DC20515
cc:RepresentativeJamesComer

TheHonorableThomasR.Carper
Chairman,CommitteeonEnvironment
andPublicWorks
UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510
cc:SenatorShelleyMooreCapito

TheHonorableEdwardMarkey
Chairman,SubcommitteeonCleanAir,Climate
andNuclearSafety
CommitteeonEnvironmentandPublicWorks
UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510
cc:SenatorJamesInhofe

TheHonorableFrankPallone,Jr.
Chairman,CommitteeonEnergy
andCommerce
UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives
Washington,DC20515
cc:RepresentativeCathyMcMorrisRodgers

TheHonorableBobbyL Rush
Chairman,SubcommitteeonEnergy
CommitteeonEnergyandCommerce
UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives
Washington,DC20515
cc:RepresentativeFredUpton

TheHonorablePaulTonko
Chairman,SubcommitteeonEnvironment
andClimateChange
CommitteeonEnergyandCommerce
UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives
Washington,DC20515
cc:RepresentativeDavidB McKinley


