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CHAIRMAN June10,2021

TheHonorableEdwardJ.Markey

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearSenatorMarkey:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
letterdatedMay10,2021,requestingthatthe Commission reopentherecordofdecisionand
strengthenthefourlicenseconditionsonthemonitoring ofalkali-silica reaction(ASR)expansion
atSeabrookStation,Unit1(Seabrook)imposedby an Atomic SafetyandLicensingBoard(the
Board)in2020followinganagencyadjudicatoryhearing.

OverthecourseoffourdaysinNewburyport,MA,the Board heardtestimonyregarding
theacceptabilityoftheASRmonitoringprogramatSeabrook from several experts,including
Dr.Saouma,theexpertsfortheNRC,andtheexpertsforNextEra. TheBoardalsoconsidered
extensivewrittenevidencefromallpartiesprovidedonthedocket. On thebasisofthefull
recordpresentedtoit,theBoardimposedfourlicenseconditionsdirected attheASRmonitoring
program,andconcludedthatwiththeselicenseconditionsinplace,the program satisfiedthe
NRC'srequirements.1

C-10soughtreconsiderationofcertainaspectsofthedecision,including the terms of
thelicenseconditionsimposedbytheBoard.TheBoardreviewedthismotion,together with
Dr.Saouma'srecommendations,anddeterminedthatnosubstantivechangestothe existing

licenseconditionswerenecessary.2TheBoard'sdecisionswerenotappealed,andthe
Commissionhasdeclinedreviewofthedecisions.Therefore,theissuesraisedinyourletter

havebeenreviewedandconsideredbyNRCtechnicalexpertsandindependentadministrative
judgesaspartoftheagency'sadjudicatoryprocess.

Althoughtheadjudicationofthisissuehasended,theagencywillcontinuetomonitor
potentialconcernswithASRatSeabrookaspartofitsregulatoryresponsibilities.Verification
ofthelicenseconditionsimposedaspartofthe2020adjudicationwillbeincorporatedinto
baselineinspectionstobeperformedbyNRCresidentinspectors.Theseinspectionswillbe
performedinadditiontotheroutinesafetyinspectionsconductedatSeabrookunderthe
agency'sReactorOversightProgram.Aspartofitsoversightrole,theAgencywillensurethat
NextEracontinuestoprovideadequatemonitoringofASRatSeabrook.

1LBP-20-9,92NRC.(slipop.)(August21,2020;publiclyreleasedSeptember10,2020).
2LBP-20-12,92NRC (slipop.)(November6,2020;publiclyreleasedNovember17,2020).
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Thank youforyourletterandyourcontinuedinterestintheNRC'soversightat
Seabrook. Ifyouhaveadditionalquestionsorneedmoreinformation,pleasecontactme,
orhave your staffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,
at301-415-1776.

Sincerely,

e

(.
ChristopherT.Hanson
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