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CHAIRMAN October15,2020

TheHonorableDebbie Mucarsel-Powell

UnitedStatesHouseof Representatives

Washington,D.C.20515

DearRepresentativeMucarsel-Powell:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.Nuclear Regulatory Commission(NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
September1,2020,letterurgingtheagency toexamineseriouslysafetycultureattheTurkey
PointNuclearGeneratingStation(Turkey Point) afterthreeunplannedshutdownsinAugust
2020andconcernsrelatedtoinspectionand maintenance wereidentifiedin2019.Youalso
requestedadditionalinformationaboutwhether plant employees andthepublicwereatriskat
anytimeduringtherecentshutdowns.

Asdiscussedduringabriefingwithyourstaffon September 11,2020,theNRCinitiated
aspecialinspectionfollowingtheunplannedshutdownsby assembling afive-personteamto
reviewandassessthecircumstancesofeachshutdown,the licensee's response,reactor
operatorperformance,andactionstakentocorrectthesituation. This isinadditiontothesafety
inspectionsroutinelyperformedatTurkeyPointbytheNRC'sonsite resident inspectors
supplementedasneededbyinspectorsfromoneofourregionaloffices. Thespecialinspection
teammembershaveexpertiseinreactoroperations,riskanalysis,and engineering andare
beingsupportedbystaffspecificallytrainedinevaluatingsafetyculture.As part ofitsinitial
assessment,theNRCstaffdeterminedthattherewasnoimpactonpublichealth andsafety
resultingfromtheunplannedshutdowns.Thespecialinspectionteamwillcontinue itsactivities
toassesslicenseeperformanceandresponse.Theinspectionreportfromtheteam isexpected

tobecompletedandpubliclyavailableinearlyNovember2020.Additionaldetailed information

aboutthespecialinspectionandyourspecificconcernsaboutTurkeyPointisprovided in the
enclosuretothisletter.

Iappreciateyourinterestinthesematters.Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorneedadditional
information,pleasecontactmeorhaveyourstaffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOffice
ofCongressionalAffairs,at(301)415-1776.

Sincerely,

KristineL.Svinicki

Enclosure:
Asstated




