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. 1 June 23, 1989
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATICN OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-IV-89-40

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially received
without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the
Region IV staff on this date.

FACILITY: Public Service Company of Colorado Licensee Emergency Classification:
Fort St. Vrain ____ Notification of Unusual Event
DN: 50-267 Alert
____ Site Area Emergency
General Emergency
“ X Not Applicable

SUBJECT: OPERATION ABOVE AUTHORIZED POWER LEVEL

By letter dated July 2, 1987 (Murley to Williams), Fort St. Vrain was authorized
to operate at power levels not to exceed 82 percent of full power. By corrected
secondary heat balance calculations, it appears that power exceeded 82 percent
from approximately 10:20 p.m, on June 22, 1989, until approximately 2:30 a.m. on
June 23, 1989, The maximum calculated secondary heat balance power level during
this period was approximately 83.6 percent. That power level is still under
review by the licensee

During this period, the secondary heat balance indication in the control room
read approximately 79.2 percent. The linear power channels of nuclear
instrumentation read between 79.5 and 81.4 percent power.

At approximately 2:30 a.m. on June 23, 1989, the licensee discovered an apparent
incorrect input into the secondary heat balance calculation (data Iog%er). When
this input was corrected, the indicated secondary heat balance power level
changed from 79 to 82.5 percent. Power was immediately reduced below

82 percent. The licensee's evaluation of the interval during which the
incorrect input was used for the secondary heat balance calculation indicated
that the actual power level may have reached 83.6 percent at one point.

The licensee has reduced power to 65 percent until an evaluation of this event
and a2 determination of root causes, corrective actions, and actions to prevent a
recurrence are implemented. The NRC resident inspector is onsite.

The licensee paid & $75,000 civil penalty in 1986 for exceeding a 35 percent
power limitation which was in effect at that time, though the circumstances of
that event were different from the present one.

Neither the licensee nor the NRC plans to issue & press release.

The state of Colorado will be informed.
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Region IV recefved notification of this occurrence from the HQ DO at ?:30 p.m.
(EDT). Re$1on IV has informed the EDO's office, the NRR project manager, and
s public affairs officer.

the region

This information has been confirmed with a licensee representative,

CONTACT: 1. F. Westerman, FTS 728-8145
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