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September 16, 1999

Otto L. Maynard, President and
Chief Executive Officer

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839

Dear Mr. Maynard:

SUBJECT: MIDCYCLE PLANT PERFORMANCE REVIEW (PPR) - WOLF CREEK
GENERATING STATION

On August 18,1999, the NRC staff completed the midcycle Plant Performance Review (PPR)
of the Wolf Creek Station. The staff conducts these reviews for all operating nuclear power
plants to integrate performance information and to plan for inspection activities. The focus of
this performance review was to identify changes in performance over the past 6 months at your
facility and to allocate inspection resources over the next 7 months.

Our 6-month review of Wolf Creek identified that your performance in certain areas warranted
increased NRC attention:

In the area of Emergency Preparedness, changes to the emergency plan have raised
questions regarding the potential for a decrease in the plan's effectiveness.

In the area of Engineering, the modification effort installing diodes to suppress surges in
the Emergency Diesel Generator A exciter circuit, and the subsequent results of the
modification, have raised a number of questions requiring further review.

Therefore, we plan to conduct two additional inspections beyond the core inspection program
over the next 7 months to address the questions raised by these issues.

Enclosure 1 contains a historicallisting of plant issues, referred to as the Plant issues
Matrix (PIM), that were considered during this PPR process to arrive at our integrated review of
licensee performance trends. The PIM includes items summarized from inspection reports or
other docketed correspondence between the NRC and the Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating
Corporation from October 1,1998, through July 16,1999. As noted above, greater emphasis
was placed on those issues identified in the past 6 months during this performance review. The
NRC does not attempt to document all aspects of licensee programs and performance that may
be functioning appropriately. Rather, the NRC only documents issues that it believes warrant
management attention or represent noteworthy aspects of performance.

This letter advises you of our plans for future inspection activities at your facility so that you will
have an opportunity to prepare for these inspections and to provide us with feedback on any
planned inspections that may conflict with your plant activities. Enclosure 2 details our
inspection plan through March 2000. This date was chosen to coincide with the scheduled
implementation of the revised reactor oversight process in April 2000. The rationale or basis for
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each inspection outside the core inspection program is discussed above so that you are aware
of the reason for emphasis in these program areas. Routine resident inspections are not listed
due to their ongoing and continuous nature.

If circumstances arise which cause us to change this inspection plan, we will contact you to
discuss the change as soon as possible. Please contact me at (817) 860-8148 with any
questions you may have.

Sincerely,

#

William hnson, Chief
Project Branch B
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket Nos. 50-482
License Nos. NPF-42

Enclosures:
1. Plant issues Matrix
2. Inspection Plan

cc w/ enclosures:
Chief Operating Officer
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp.
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839 )

Jay Silberg, Esq.
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20037

Supervisor Licensing |

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp.
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839

i

Chief Engineer
Utilities Division
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd.
Topeka, Kansas 66604-4027

Office of the Governor j

State of Kansas
Topeka, Karisas 66612
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Attorney General
' Judicial Center
301 S.W.10th
'2nd Floor
Topeka, Kansas 66612 1597

County Clerk
Coffey County Courthouse
110 South 6th Street
Burlington, Kansas 66839-1798

Vick L. Cooper, Chief
.

Radiation Control Program -
Kansas Department of Health
and Environment

Bureau of Air and Radiation
Forbes Field Building 283
Topeka, Kansas 66620

Mr. Frank Moussa
Division of Emergency Preparedness
2800 SW Topeka Blvd
Topeka, Kansas 66611-1287

Coffey County Commissioners
Coffey' County Courthouse
110 South 6th Street
Burlington, Kansas 66839

Coffey County Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator

Coffey County Courthouse
110 South 6th Street
Burlington, Kansas 66839

Mayor, City of Burlington
City Hall
P.O. Box 207
Burlington, Kansas 66839

|- The Honorable Bill Freemen
Mayor, City of LeRoy
406 2nd Street
LeRoy, Kansas 66857
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Mayor, City of New Strawn .
City Hall
P.O. Box 922
New Strawn, Kansas 66871

Mayor, City of Waverly
Rural Route 3, Box 85-B
Waverly, Kansas 66871

Sheriff
Allen County Emergency

Preparedness Coordinator
Allen County Courthouse
P.O. Box 433
lola, Kansas 66749

Lyon County Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator

605 Lincoln
Emporia, Kansas 66801

Anderson County Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator

315 Orange Street
Garnett, Kansas 66032

Public Service Commission
P.O. Box .360

' Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 ;

Federal Emergency Management Agency
John A. Miller, Regional Director
Region Vil
2323 Grand Blvd., Suite 900
Kansas City, Missouri 64108-2670

Ronald A. Kucera, Director of
intergovernmental Cooperation

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

|
Gary McNutt, Deputy Director
Section for Environmental Public Health
P.O. Box 570
Jefferson City, . Missouri 65102
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Jerry Uhlmann, Director
State Emergency Management
State Emergency Management Agency
P.O. Box 116
Jefferson City, Missouri 65109
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bec to DCD (IE40)

bec distrib. by RIV:
Regional Administrator Resident inspector
DRP Director SRI (Callaway, RIV)
DRS Director RIV File
Branch Chief (DRP/B) DRS Branch Chiefs (3 copies)
Project Engineer (DRP/B) RITS Coordinator
Branch Chief (DRP/TSS) Chief, NRR/ DISP /PIPB
Chief, OEDO/ROPMS B. Henderson, PAO
C. Gordon T. Boyce, NRR/ DISP /PlPB
Records Center, INPO C. Hackney, RSLO
W. D. Travers, EDO (MS: 16E15)
Associate Dir. for Projects, NRR
Associate Dir. for Insp., and Tech. Assmt, NRR
PPR Program Manager, NRR/lLPB (2 copies)
Chief, inspection Program Branch, NRR
Chief, Regional Operations and Program Management Section, OEDO
S. Richards, NRR Project Director (MS: 13D1)
K. Thomas, NRR Project Manager (MS: 13E16)
Chief, NRR/DIPM/IIPB

DOCUMENT NAME: S:\PPR99-02\ Letters \WC
To receive copy of document, Indicate In box; "C" = Copy without enclosures "E" = Copy with enclosures "N" = No copy .
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