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CHAIRMAN August31,2020

TheHonorableRichard Shelby
Chairman,CommitteeonAppropriations

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearMr.Chairman:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamsubmittingthereport
forthethirdquarterofFiscalYear(FY)2020 related totheNRC'sprogressoncertainlicensing
actionsandright-sizingcommitmentsconsistent with thedirectionfirstincludedintheJoint
ExplanatoryStatementaccompanyingtheConsolidated Appropriations Act,2016,and
continuedinSenateReport116-102accompanying the Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act,2020.

TheJointExplanatoryStatementdirectedtheCommission toreportonthefollowing:
1)"theon-boardstrengthoffull-timeequivalent(FTE)employees, including anyidentifiedareas
ofcriticalskillshortagesandtargetedhiringstrategiesagainstthese shortage areas";2)"the
actionstakentoright-sizetheNRCinaccordancewiththerecommendations oftheProjectAim
report,toincludere-baseliningassumptionsandprojectionofFTEsand required budget
authority",3)"theprogresstoeliminatethebacklogofpendinglicensingactions intheOfficeof
NuclearReactorRegulationby2017",and4)"theprogresstocompletethe licensing reviewsof
pendingreactorlicenserenewalapplications(powerandresearchreactors),combined license
applications,earlysitepermitapplications,designcertificationapplications,anduranium

recoveryapplications(initialandrenewal)againstcurrentlyprojectedschedules."

Asnotedinthepreviousquarterlyreport,theFY2020staffinglevelintheagency's
enactedappropriationis2,979FTE.TheNRCcurrentlyprojectsutilizing2,795FTE,which
wouldbeapproximately126FTEbelowtheFY2019utilization.TheFTEresourcescited
includetheOfficeoftheInspectorGeneralresources.

SinceFY2014,theNRC'sworkforcehasdeclinedconsiderably,from3,741to2,979
FTE.Inrecentyears,thehiringofadditionalagencystaffhasbeenlimitedtothoseskillsthat
arecriticaltotheagencyoperationsornotavailablewithintheexistingagencyworkforce.The
NRChasimplementedaStrategicWorkforcePlanningprocesstoimproveoureffortsin
developingandmanagingtheNRCworkforceandtobalancenear-termworkwithlong-term
staffingprojections.Theprocessprojectstheamountandtypeofworkanticipatedoverthenext
5yearsandidentifiestheskillsneededintheworkforcetoperformthatwork.Throughthis
process,bothshort-andlong-termworkforceplanningstrategiesaredevelopedtoinformthe
agency'seffortstorecruit,retain,anddevelopaskilledanddiverseworkforcewiththe
competenciesandagilitytoaddressbothcurrentandemergingneedsandworkload
fluctuations.Theagencyrecentlyhired23entry-levelapplicantsintothenewNuclear
RegulatoryApprenticeshipNetwork(NRAN)Program.TheoverallgoalofNRANistorecruit,
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hire anddevelopcollegegraduatesoveratwo-yearperiodtosupplytheagency'stechnical
offices withnewpersonneltofillcriticalskipgapsand/orprojectedfutureofficevacancies.
Given the projected attritionoverthenext5years,thisprocesswillhelpustoavoidskillsgaps
andtoensure thattheNRCisappropriatelystaffedtocarryoutoursafetymissionintothe
future.

Duringthis reporting period,theNRCcontinuedtotakeprecautionarymeasuresin
responsetothe'declared publichealthemergency(PHE)intheUnitedStatesinresponsetothe
CoronavirusDisease 2019 (COVID-19) toensurethehealthandsafetyofourworkforce.These
measuresareconsistent with guidance providedbytheFederalGovernment,includingthe
CentersforDiseaseControl and Prevention, aswellasStateandlocalauthorities.Activities
includedtemporarilymodifying resident inspectors'presenceatreactorsandfuelcyclefacilities
inawaythatmaintainstheNRC's oversight andinspectionrolewhileminimizingtheirriskof
exposuretothevirus.Additionally, the NRCstaffhasnotifiedlicenseesoftheprocesses
availabletorequesttemporaryaccommodations giventheCOVID-19PHE.Thisnotification
wasaccomplishedinatransparentway through publiccommunications,.such as
teleconferencesandletters.A complete list oftheseprocessesandtemporarymodifications
approvedbytheNRCinresponsetotheCOVID-19 PHEisavailableontheNRCpublicwebsite
atMtps3/wwyerqqov/aboutfrc/coyA19/.The NRC alsodeferredbillingofannualfeesand
feesforservicesforthe90-dayperiodofAprilthrough June2020.Billingofthesedeferredfees
resumedinJuly2020.Futurereportswillincludeadditional detailsonNRCactivitiesresulting
fromoraffectedbytheCOVID-19PHE.

Th'estatusoflicensingactivitiesisprovidedinEnclosure 1.TheNRC'scontinued
activitiesresultingfromProjectAimaredescribedinEnclosure 2.

Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorneedadditionalinformation,please feelfreetocontactme
orhaveyourstaffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressional Affairs,at
(301)415-1776.

Sincerely,

KristineL.Svinicki

Enclosures:
Asstated

cc:SenatorPatrickLeahy
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TheHonorable RichardShelby
Chairman, Committee onAppropriations
UnitedStates Senate

Washington, DC 20510

cc:SenatorPatrick Leahy

TheHonorableNita Lowey
Chairman,Committee on Appropriations

UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives

Washington,DC20515
cc:RepresentativeKayGranger




