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Gentlemen

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 91<001-00 required to be submitted within
thirty (30) days pursuant to 10CFR&0.73(a)(2)(1), any operation or condition prohibited
by the plant's Technical Specifications

Very truly vours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

& Step H}IE sa;c e

[)nrector Mulluune Station

SES'RK:mo
Attachment. LER 91-001-00
¢c:  T. T Martin, Region I Administrator

W. ). Raymond, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit Nos. 1, 2 and 3
D. H. Jaffe, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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On January 17, 1991, at 0900 hours, with the piant in Mode 1 ot 75% power, §78 degrees Fahrenheit and
<280 psta, ft was discovered that the source check surveillance procedure lar verilicauon of operability of the
heta seintillavon radition detectors did not meet the requirements of the applicable plamt Technical
Specifivation. The discrepancy was discovered alier plam personnel were notifiec of a similar ingigent at
another nuclear unit. The affected radiauon detectors were immediately declared . "perable

The root cause of this event 18 procedural inadequacy. The surveilunce progedure for source checking the beta
seimntiliation detectors did not require detedilor exposure 1o ragiation as reguired by Plam Technical
Specifications

On January 18, 1491 the surveillance procedure was revised and nerformed. and the detectors were declared
operable at 1284 hours

This event posed no significant saety consequences  Although the method for determining operability of the
bBeth seintillation detectors was not in sirict compliance with the plant's Technical Specilicanons, it was 1in
accordance with the equipment manufaciurer's recommendations for verifying detegiar reaponse
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On January 17, 1691, a1 approximately 0900 hours, with the plant 10 Mode | @ 5% power, 875
degrecs Fahrenhen and 2280 paic. it was discovered that the surveillunce procedure tor operabilits
verihitation of the beta seimillation radiation detectors, ¢id not meet the reguirements of the applicable
plant Techmical Sagoification. The discrepancy was discovered afier the on<siie NRC resident inspecior
natibied Instrumeniation & Controls Department personnel of & similar mgigdent at another nucleat powe!
station.  The alfecied radiation detectors are SHVR'REIOB (Restor Plant Ventilaton Vent Normal
Runge Monior) and JHVQ*RESY (Engineered Safegunrds Building Vendlation Vent Monitor).  Upon
notiticauon, shifl supervisory pefsonnel immediately declared the allecied deiecion inoperable and lojgged
it Limire 7 owdition of Operation (LCO) Action Suatemem 3. 3.3 100 Rathoastive Caseous Elfluent
Monitoring Instrunwfithtion.  This LCO Agtion Stilement reguires initiption of 12 hour grab sampling.
with analvsis of those grab samples completed within 24 hours.  No other immedinte scuoh was reguired
1 Cause ol Even
The root cause of this event is procedural inadequacy. The survelllance procedure for source checking
SHVR*REIOB and 3HVQ'RE4Y utilized & manuluoturer recommended procedure for determining
dececror operability.  This method verifies correct detector response by exposure of the beta seintillation
derector w0 & hight emitting dioge (LED). LEDs are bullt imo IHVE*REIOB and 3HNQ*REWY
specifically for performing source chedks, Mowever, a source check ¢ defined in the Plant Technical
Specilicavions as “the gualitative assessment of channe! response when the channgl sensor 1s exposed 10
radiaion " The manufacturer's recommended method did not expose the detectors 10 radiation
i Anulysis ol Bvenl
This event 18 being reported pursuant o [0CFRSC. T30 (2)00), as & condit'on prohibited by the plant's
Technigal Specifications
This event hrd ne significant safety consequences. Although the methad /ot determining aperability of
IHVR'REI0B and SHVO*RE4Y was not in surict compliance with t:¢ plant’s Technical Specifications, it
wis 1n aegordance with the equipment manufacturer’'s recommend for verifying detector respanse
When the detecior: were exposed (0 the radiation source as requ: <~ oy plant Techmica) Specilications,
an accurate response was obtained
i\ m a4 ‘8

The immediate corrective adtion wis 1o declare the alfecied radiation detectors inoperable. and perform
the compensaiory achion required & the applicable Technical Specification

On January 18, 1967, the deficient surveillunce procedure was revised 1o meet plant Technical
Specificauon requirements. A surveillance on the radiation detectors was successfully completed on
January 18, 1991 a1 1284 hours, at which ume the detedlors were declared operable

As long term corrective action, @ change to plamt Technical Specifications 1o allow use of the
manulacturer’s recommentled method for verilying detector operability is being considered
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