
UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON , D.C. 20555-0001 

March 7, 2018 

Mr. David A. Powner, Director 
Information Technology Management Issues 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20226 

Dear Mr. Powner: 

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) , I am writing in response 
to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report entitled "Information Technology: 
Agencies Need to Involve Chief Information Officers in Reviewing Billions of Dollars in 
Acquisitions" (GA0-18-42) , published on January 10, 2018. 

In the report, GAO found that the NRC "fully satisfies" the Office of Management and 
Budget's requirements for Chief Information Officer review and approval of information 
technology (IT) acquisition plans. However, GAO made the following recommendation : 

The Chairman of NRC should ensure that the office of the senior 
procurement executive is involved in the process to identify IT 
acquisitions. (Recommendation 33) 

GAO noted that its recommendation is warranted because the NRC has not documented 
the process that is in place for the agency's office of the senior procurement executive to 
identify IT acquisitions. To address this concern , the NRC will issue an internal Acquisition 
Instruction by the end of the third quarter of fiscal year 2018, outlining the process for requesting 
the purchase of any IT equipment or service and specifying that the office of the senior 
procurement executive must be involved. 

The NRC appreciates the opportunity to provide information about the action that the 
agency will take in response to GAO's recommendation . Should you have any questions, 
please contact Mr. John R. Jolicoeur by phone at (301) 415-1642 or by e-mail at 
John.Jolicoeur@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Kristine L. Svinicki 



Identical letter sent to the following recipients, with the exception of the replacement of the point 
of contact with the Chairman and the Director of the Office of Congressional Affairs: 

Mr. David A. Powner, Director 
Information Technology Management Issues 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington , DC 20548 

The Honorable Ron Johnson 
Chairman , Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
cc: Senator Claire McCaskill 

The Honorable Trey Gowdy 
Chairman , Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington , DC 20515 
cc: Representative Elijah Cummings 

The Honorable John Barrasso 
Chairman, Committee on Environment 

and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington , DC 20510 
cc: Senator Thomas R. Carper 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air 

and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington , DC 20510 
cc: Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 

The Honorable Greg Walden 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and 

Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington , DC 20515 
cc: Representative Frank Pallone, Jr. 

The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington , DC 20515 
cc: Representative Bobby L. Rush 

The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
cc: Representative Paul T onko 

The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington , DC 20510 
cc: Senator Patrick Leahy 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 

and Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington , DC 20510 
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington , DC 20515 
cc: Representative Nita Lewey 

The Honorable Mike Simpson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 

and Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington , DC 20515 
cc: Representative Marcy Kaptur 




