
 

UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 
 
            August 7, 2017 
 
 
Mr. William F. Maguire 
Site Vice President 
River Bend Station, Unit 1 
Entergy Operations, Inc. 
5485 U.S. Highway 61 N 
St. Francisville, LA  70775 
 
SUBJECT: DETERMINATION OF ACCEPTABILITY AND SUFFICIENCY FOR DOCKETING 

AND PROPOSED REVIEW SCHEDULE REGARDING THE APPLICATION 
FROM ENTERGY OPERATIONS, INC. FOR RENEWAL OF THE OPERATING 
LICENSE  FOR RIVER BEND STATION, UNIT 1 (CAC NO. MF9747 AND 
MF9778) 

 
Dear Mr. Maguire: 
 
By letter dated May 25, 2017, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC or the staff) 
received the Entergy Operations, Inc. (the applicant) application for renewal of Operating 
License NPF-47 for River Bend Station, Unit 1(RBS) (Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML17153A282).  Notice of receipt of this 
application was published in the Federal Register on June 28, 2017 (82 FR 29344).  The 
application was supplemented by the applicant by letter dated August 1, 2017 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML17213A064).  The purpose of this letter is to provide the results of the staff's 
acceptance review of the license renewal application for River Bend Station.  The acceptance 
review determines whether the application contains sufficient information to allow the staff to 
proceed with the safety and environmental reviews.  
 
The staff reviewed your application following the guidance in NUREG-1800, Revision 2, 
“Standard Review Plan for Review of License Renewal Applications for Nuclear Power Plants,” 
and NUREG-1555, Supplement 1, Revision 1 “Standard Review Plans for Environmental 
Reviews for Nuclear Power Plants.”  As a result, the staff determined that the application as 
supplemented, is sufficient and acceptable for docketing in accordance with Title 10 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Sections 2.101, 51.45, 51.53(c), 54.19, 54.21, 54.22, and 
54.23.  However, the staff’s determination does not preclude requests for additional information 
(RAIs) as the review proceeds. 
 
This letter also forwards the staff’s projected safety and environmental review schedule for the 
RBS application (Enclosure).  The NRC staff will follow established review procedures and the 
enclosed schedule to complete the reviews required by 10 CFR Parts 51 and 54.  This schedule 
has been established in accordance with an 18-month review plan, which does not include time 
to conduct a hearing, should a hearing be requested and granted.  Milestones for hearing 
activities are not included in the enclosed schedule because these dates, if needed, would be 
established by the Commission or the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board.  The cost estimate 
for the entire review is projected to be approximately $4,100,000.  That is assuming a review 



W.F Maguire - 2 - 
 

 

that conforms generally to the enclosed schedule and without any significant review 
complications such as hearings or significant technical issues. 
 
We would like to emphasize that the staff’s review of your LRA will be very detailed and 
thorough.  The staff will make every effort to meet the scheduled milestones; thus, your 
responses to the staff's Request for Additional Information (RAIs), if needed, must be complete 
and provided in a timely manner.  We request that you inform the NRC staff as early as possible 
should potential delays arise in your support of the schedule.   

 
If you have any questions on this matter, please contact Mr. Emmanuel Sayoc, Project Manager 
for the review of the River Bend Station license renewal application, by telephone at  
301-415-4084 or via e-mail at Emmanuel.Sayoc@nrc.gov.  If you have any questions on the 
schedule related to the environmental review, please contact Ms. Elaine Keegan, Senior Project 
Manager, by telephone at 301-415-8517 or via e-mail at Elaine.Keegan@nrc.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 
      Sheldon Stuchell, Chief 
      Projects Management and Guidance Branch 
      Division of License Renewal 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
Docket No. 50-458 
 
Enclosure:  
As stated 
 
cc w/encls.:  Listserv 
 

mailto:Emmanuel.Sayoc@nrc.gov
mailto:Elaine.Keegan@nrc.gov


 

Enclosure 

RIVER BEND STATION, UNIT 1 
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION 

REVIEW SCHEDULE 
 

 
Milestone Scheduled Actual 

Receive license renewal application (LRA) 5/31/2017 5/31/2017 
Publish Federal Register Notice (FRN) – LRA availability 6/20/2017 6/20/2017 
Publish FRN – acceptance/rejection and opportunity for hearing 8/2017  
Public Meeting – License Renewal Overview and Environmental Scoping 
meeting 

9/2017  

Environmental scoping period ends 9/2017  
Deadline for filing hearing requests and petitions for intervention 10/2017  
Issue draft supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) 4/2018  
Public Meeting – draft SEIS meeting 5/2018  
End of draft SEIS comment period 6/2018  
Issue safety evaluation report (SER) with open items 7/09/2018  
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) Subcommittee meeting  8/2018  
Issue final SER  11/2018  
Issue final SEIS 11/2018  
ACRS full committee meeting 12/2018  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency FRN Published – availability of final 
SEIS 

12/2018  

 Decision – Director, NRR 2/2019  
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DISTRIBUTION: 
E-MAIL: 
RidsNrrDlr Resource 
RidsNrrDlrRpgb Resource 
RidsNrrDlrRerb Resource 
RidsNrrPMRiverBendProject Resource 
RidsOgcMailCenter Resource 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
ESayoc, NRR 
ABilloch, NRR 
EKeegan, NRR  
BBeasley, NRR 
BRogers, NRR 
SStuchell, NRR 
DAlley, NRR 
DRudland NRR  
TMartinezNavedo, NRR 
SBailey NRR 
BWittick, NRR 
SBloom, NRR 
TBuchannan, NRR 
NMartinez, NRR 
LRegner, NRR 
STurk, OGC 

JSowa, RIV 
BrianParks, RIV 
BMaier, RIV  
GPick, RIV 
JKozal, RIV 
CYoung, RIV 
MYoung, RIV 
GWerner, RIV 
DMcIntyre, OPA 
VDricks, RIV OPA 
AMoreno, OCA 
BBurnell, OPA 
Thomas R. Broussard, 
tbrous1@entergy.com 
David Lach, dlach@entergy.com 
Timothy Schenk, tschenk@entergy.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADAMS Accession Nos. ML17177A058 (Package) ML17187A035 (Letter) ML17173A133 (FRN) 
OFFICE PM:RPGB:DLR LA:RPGB:DLR PM:RPGB:DLR 
NAME ESayoc YEdmonds EKeegan 
DATE 8/1/2017 8/3/2017 8/2/2017 
OFFICE BC:RERB:DLR  BC: RPGB:DLR 
NAME BBeasley SStuchell  
DATE 8/4/2017 8/7/2017 
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