
 
 
 

Ongoing, High-Interest NRC Activities 
Related to Spent Fuel Storage 

 
During the course of the Waste Confidence rulemaking, the NRC has received feedback and 

inquiries from interested groups and individuals on a wide variety of topics related to spent fuel 
and ongoing NRC activities. This sheet provides brief descriptions of some related NRC 

activities along with contact information for NRC staff members or NRC offices that can help 
interested groups and individuals to learn more about ongoing activities. 

 
Japan Lessons Learned  
 
After the Fukushima accident, a task force of senior NRC staff reviewed the circumstances of 
the event to determine what lessons could be learned. Since then, the NRC has taken 
significant action to enhance the safety of nuclear reactors in the United States.   
 

 To learn more about the NRC’s progress in implementing lessons-learned activities, visit 
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/ops-experience/japan-dashboard/priorities.html.   

 
 To see the status of lessons-learned activities at specific nuclear power plants, visit 

http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/ops-experience/japan-dashboard/japan-
plants.html.  

 
 For additional information regarding ongoing lessons-learned activities, you may contact 

the NRC staff through JLD_Public.Resource@nrc.gov, or you may contact NRC Public 
Affairs at 301-415-8200.   

 
Expedited Transfer of Spent Fuel to Dry Cask Storage  
 
In response to stakeholder concerns about spent fuel pool safety, the NRC conducted an 
evaluation to determine whether regulatory action to require licensees to expedite the transfer of 
spent fuel from spent fuel pools to dry cask storage is warranted. This activity is ongoing.   
 

 For more information, you may contact the NRC staff regarding this activity through 
JLD_Public.Resource@nrc.gov, or you may contact Kevin Witt, NRC project manager 
for this activity, at 301-415-2145.   

 
 A draft of the NRC staff’s regulatory analysis and recommendation is available at 

http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/ML1325/ML13256A348.pdf. 
 
See Back of this Sheet for Information on other ongoing NRC Activities    
 
 
 

High-Interest Spent-Fuel Activities



 
Spent Fuel Pool Study  
 
The NRC’s Spent Fuel Pool Study, formally known as the “Consequence Study of a Beyond-
Design-Basis Earthquake Affecting the Spent Fuel Pool for a U.S. Mark I Boiling Water 
Reactor,” provides consequence estimates for a hypothetical accident in a modeled spent fuel 
pool that begins after a low-likelihood seismic event. The study compares high-density and low-
density fuel-loading configurations in a spent fuel pool, with and without mitigation. 
 

 The staff published the final version of the study in October. It is available at 
http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/ML1325/ML13256A342.pdf. 

 
 For more information on the study, contact Don Algama of the NRC staff at 

don.algama@nrc.gov or 301-251-7940.   
 
 
Proposed Security Rulemaking for Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installations 
 
The NRC is in the process of proposing a rulemaking that would revise the agency’s security 
requirements for the storage of spent nuclear fuel at an independent spent fuel storage 
installation (ISFSI) and the storage of spent nuclear fuel or high-level radioactive waste at a 
monitored retrievable storage installation (MRS). This proposed rulemaking would also make 
conforming changes to the licensing requirements for security plans and programs at ISFSIs 
and MRSs.  
 

 For more information on this activity, visit http://www.nrc.gov/about-
nrc/regulatory/rulemaking/potential-rulemaking/isfsi-security.html, or contact Susan 
Stuchell of the NRC staff at 301-287-3609 or susan.stuchell@nrc.gov.   


