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 1 

 P R O C E E D I N G S 2 

 (1:33:29 p.m.) 3 

  MS. LOPAS: Hi, everybody. Good afternoon 4 

and welcome to the Waste Confidence Directorate monthly 5 

Status Teleconference. 6 

  My name is Sarah Lopas, and I'm the NEPA 7 

Communications Project Manager for the Directorate. I'll 8 

be facilitating today's call, and you might want to have 9 

a pen and paper handy because we'll be giving some 10 

information that you might want to jot down. 11 

  In the room with me here at the NRC is Keith 12 

McConnell, who is the Director of the Waste Confidence 13 

Directorate; Carrie Safford, who is our Deputy Director; 14 

Andy Imboden, who is the Branch Chief of the 15 

Communications Branch; Paul Michalak, who is the Branch 16 

Chief of the Environmental Impact Statement Branch; and 17 

Lisa London from the Office of General Counsel. 18 

  Our operator today is Audra, and Audra is 19 

going to be helping us out during the question and answer 20 

period by unmuting folks’ individual call lines. So note 21 

that unless you're asking a question, your call line is 22 

muted. 23 

  I'll start by going over the format of 24 

today's call and some ground rules. There aren't any 25 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 3

slides or any other materials associated with today's 1 

call, but we will be adhering to the following agenda. 2 

We'll begin with an introduction by Carrie Safford. Then 3 

Paul Michalak will discuss the format of the Waste 4 

Confidence Generic Environmental Impact Statement. 5 

Following Paul, Andy Imboden will discuss the structure 6 

of the Waste Confidence rulemaking package. After Andy 7 

finishes up we'll go to the phone lines for questions. 8 

As Audra stated, when we get to the question and answer 9 

period you'll just press *1 and that will indicate 10 

-- that will put you line to answer a question, or to ask 11 

a question. 12 

  We'll begin -- let's go over the ground 13 

rules quickly. If you participated in any of our past five 14 

teleconferences the ground rules are the same. The call 15 

is scheduled to end at 2:30 Eastern Time, and we're 16 

obligated to keep that schedule, so please try to limit 17 

yourself initially to one question. And if there's time 18 

and we've heard from everybody once we'll go back for 19 

additional questions. If we run out of time and we don't 20 

get to your question, please feel free to call me 21 

directly. Again, my name is Sarah Lopas, and my office 22 

phone number is (301)287-0675.  23 

  Secondly, this teleconference is being 24 

transcribed by a court reporter. This is so folks that 25 
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weren't on the call can review the transcript and see what 1 

we discussed.  2 

  When your line is opened up to ask a 3 

question, please start by introducing yourself and 4 

stating your affiliation, if you have one. And then 5 

please speak clearly so that the court reporter can get 6 

an accurate and clean transcript of what was said today. 7 

  Although this call is being transcribed, 8 

any comments or statements that you make today will not 9 

be considered as formal comments on the Waste Confidence 10 

Environmental Review or the rulemaking. 11 

  The transcript of this teleconference will 12 

be publicly available in ADAMS and a link will be posted 13 

on our Waste Confidence website within three weeks of 14 

today's call. We will also be publishing a meeting 15 

summary within 30 days of today.  16 

  On Thursday, June 13th, we sent an email from 17 

WCOutreach@NRC.gov and that provided the ADAMS accession 18 

numbers and links to the May 29th teleconference meeting 19 

summary and transcript. In case you missed that 20 

information, here are the ADAMS accession numbers for 21 

those documents so grab your pens. The meeting summary 22 

for the May 29th call can be found under ML, that's M as 23 

in Mary, L as in Lynn, 13158A as in apple, 024. And the 24 

meeting transcript can be found under ML13154A as in 25 
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apple, 436. Links to these documents are also on our 1 

Public Involvement page of the NRC's Waste Confidence 2 

website. 3 

  If you would like to be on our WCOutreach 4 

email list, please just send an email with that request 5 

to W-C-O-U-T-R-E-A-C-H@NRC.gov. That's 6 

WCOutreach@NRC.gov. 7 

  And, again, if you have any questions about 8 

the Waste Confidence review, in general, or about how to 9 

access information, please call me. Again, my number is 10 

(301)287-0675. 11 

  Now we'll get started with Carrie Safford 12 

who is the Deputy Director of the Waste Confidence 13 

Directorate. 14 

  MS. SAFFORD: Thanks, Sarah. Good afternoon, 15 

everyone. As Sarah mentioned, my name is Carrie Safford, 16 

and I'm the Deputy Director of the Waste Confidence 17 

Directorate.  18 

  Before I get started, I want to thank you 19 

all for participating today and for showing an interest 20 

in the Agency's activities regarding Waste Confidence. 21 

We appreciate your participation and input. 22 

  The purpose of today's call is to maintain 23 

an open line of communication with the public by 24 

providing you with a status update on staff's progress 25 
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in developing the Draft Generic Environmental Impact 1 

Statement and proposed rule. The undertaking before us 2 

will benefit from and depends on public involvement, and 3 

we strive to provide an open and transparent process 4 

throughout this effort. 5 

  The Directorate's mission is to develop a 6 

Generic Environmental Impact Statement and proposed 7 

rule. In the May call, we discussed the status of the 8 

development of the Generic Environmental Impact 9 

Statement and proposed rule, and discussed when and how 10 

comments would be accepted on the draft documents. 11 

  The Commission Review Draft documents have 12 

been provided to the Commission for their review. In 13 

accordance with Commission procedures, they should 14 

become publicly available on or about Monday, June 24th. 15 

In addition to becoming publicly available in the 16 

Agency-wide Documents Access and Management System, also 17 

known as ADAMS, we will send out an email through 18 

WCOutreach@NRC.gov with the ADAMS accession numbers as 19 

soon as these documents are available. 20 

  It's important to remember, however, that 21 

this version of the rulemaking package is not the 22 

official draft package for public comment; rather, our 23 

process allows our Commission an opportunity to review 24 

and comment on the rulemaking package before it's 25 
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formally issued for public comment in the Federal 1 

Register. In the meantime, though, until the formal 2 

Federal Register notice is published later this summer 3 

and the official public comment period begins, the 4 

documents will enable you to become familiar with their 5 

contents. 6 

  It's important to also note that to the 7 

extent the Commission makes changes to the draft 8 

documents, those changes will be identified in the 9 

memorandum from the Commission to Staff that will be made 10 

publicly available so that you can see where the changes 11 

were made to the official draft documents for your public 12 

comment. 13 

  I'll now turn it over to Paul Michalak, our 14 

Environmental Impact StatementBranch Chief. 15 

  MR. MICHALAK: Thanks, Carrie. Again, my 16 

name is Paul Michalak, and I'm the Chief of the 17 

Environmental Impact Statement Branch. 18 

  For today's status teleconference I'd like 19 

to introduce to the audience the format and structure of 20 

the Waste Confidence Draft Generic Environmental Impact 21 

Statement, also known as the Draft GEIS. 22 

  The primary guidance document in developing 23 

the format and structure of the Draft GEIS was 24 

NUREG-1748, Environmental Review Guidance for licensing 25 
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actions associated with Office of Nuclear Material 1 

Safety and Safeguards programs. 2 

  As one reads through the Draft GEIS, they'll 3 

find that it is consistent with the format laid out in 4 

NUREG-1748. The Draft Generic Environmental Impact 5 

Statement has 10 chapters, and 8 appendices. The Draft 6 

GEIS starts out with the Executive Summary, which is an 7 

overview of the Draft GEIS including our conclusions with 8 

respect to environmental impacts. 9 

  Chapter 1 is the introduction and discusses 10 

proposed action, purpose and need, alternatives to the 11 

proposed action, assumptions, and analysis time frames; 12 

that is, the short-term, long-term, and indefinite 13 

storage analyses time frames. 14 

  Chapter 2 contains a description of the 15 

generic facility and related continued storage 16 

activities. It describes the spent fuel pool, 17 

independent spent fuel storage installation, and dry 18 

transfer system. It also describes the continued storage 19 

activities that could occur at these facilities for the 20 

three time frames. 21 

  Chapter 3 describes the affected 22 

environments where impacts are assessed. There are 16 23 

resources areas considered in the Draft GEIS.  24 

  Chapter 4 contains a discussion and 25 
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analysis of the environmental impacts of at-reactor 1 

continued storage of spent fuel. It includes the impacts 2 

across the 16 resource areas, plus special status species 3 

and habitats, postulated accidents, and terrorism and 4 

sabotage. 5 

  Chapter 5 contains the analysis of 6 

environmental impacts of away-from-reactor continued 7 

storage of spent fuel. It also includes the impacts 8 

across 16 resources areas, plus special status species 9 

and habitats, postulated accidents, and terrorism and 10 

sabotage. 11 

  Chapter 6 contains a discussion and 12 

analysis of cumulative effects. Chapter 7 contains a 13 

cost-benefit analysis of the proposed action and 14 

alternatives which were discussed in Chapter 1. Chapter 15 

8 is a summary of the environmental impacts. Chapter 9 16 

is a list of the preparers. Chapter 10 is an index. 17 

  We currently have eight appendices in the 18 

Draft GEIS, A-H. Appendix A addresses scoping comments. 19 

Appendix B discusses the availability of a geologic 20 

repository for the spent fuel and the technical 21 

feasibility of continued safe storage of spent fuel. 22 

Appendix C documents our outreach efforts and related 23 

correspondence. Appendix D is currently a placeholder 24 

but will eventually contain public comments on the Draft 25 
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GEIS and the NRC's responses. Appendix E contains an 1 

analysis of spent fuel pool leaks. Appendix F contains 2 

an analysis of the probability and consequences of spent 3 

fuel pool fires. Appendix G contains a listing of all 4 

currently licensed spent fuel pools and independent 5 

spent fuel storage installations. And Appendix H 6 

contains supporting information for the Chapter 7 7 

cost-benefit analysis. 8 

  Now, Andy Imboden will discuss the 9 

structure of the proposed Waste Confidence rule. 10 

  MR. IMBODEN: Thank you, Paul. My name is 11 

Andy Imboden. I'm the Chief of the Communications, 12 

Planning, and Rulemaking Branch, and I want to talk a bit 13 

about what you will see when the first documents will be 14 

publicly available, the format and structure of the 15 

Commission Review Draft documents. 16 

  These documents have been provided to the 17 

Commissioners for their review, and in accordance with 18 

Commission procedures, we can't give you a specific date 19 

yet, but we believe that the documents will be available 20 

to the public most likely next week. The important thing 21 

to note is that whenever they are available, we will 22 

provide notice of their availability through 23 

WCOutreach@NRC.gov, and will also link to them from our 24 

website. 25 
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  I would like to discuss this process so 1 

everyone is clear on when the documents will be 2 

available, how interested people and organizations can 3 

access the information, and why are we doing this. 4 

  The first documents available to the public 5 

will be what we're calling the Commission Review Draft. 6 

The Commission Review Draft documents will consist of 7 

three main documents. The first and shortest is a paper 8 

written by the NRC Staff to the Commissioners which 9 

identifies key issues and presents a recommendation on 10 

the rulemaking. 11 

  The NRC calls this a SECY paper. A SECY paper 12 

is a very high-level summary of the Draft GEIS and 13 

proposed rule, and also includes items of an 14 

administrative nature. Attached to the SECY paper are two 15 

key documents, the Commission Review Draft Federal 16 

Register Notice containing the proposed rule, and the 17 

Commission Review Draft Generic Environmental Impact 18 

Statement, which Paul just spoke to. 19 

  The format and structure of the third major 20 

document in the Commission Review Draft, the Federal 21 

Register Notice which contains the proposed rule, 22 

follows the well-established NRC rulemaking structure. 23 

The Federal Register Notice contains what we call the 24 

Statement of Considerations, as well as the Waste 25 
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Confidence proposed rule itself. 1 

  The Statement of Considerations provides a 2 

critical link between the regulatory basis for the rule, 3 

the Draft GEIS, and the rule. The rule is quite short. 4 

It's a proposed regulation to revise the Code of Federal 5 

Regulations Title 10, Part 51. 6 

  Some of you are very steeped in the history 7 

and evolution of Waste Confidence over the past 30 years. 8 

For those of you with that level of familiarity, you will 9 

notice that the Statement of Considerations for this 10 

proposed rule will be structured differently from past 11 

versions in order to reflect the conclusions contained 12 

in the Waste Confidence Draft GEIS. 13 

  The same issues that have historically been 14 

covered by the five findings in past Waste Confidence 15 

decisions, they're still covered in this revised Waste 16 

Confidence rulemaking; only the structure of the rule has 17 

been changed to reflect the conclusions contained in the 18 

GEIS. 19 

  What had in the past been considered as 20 

“findings” of policy within the former Waste Confidence 21 

Decision and published as a separate document are now 22 

conclusions derived from the information in the GEIS, and 23 

there's only one Federal Register Notice. 24 

  Besides the Commission Review Draft 25 
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documents, we've heard that people and organizations are 1 

interested in what technical reference documents we will 2 

be using to support the conclusions in the proposed rule 3 

and Draft GEIS. All are publicly available, and we will 4 

be establishing a website dedicated to providing 5 

organized and easy electronic access to our references. 6 

The reference website will be available to the public 7 

about the same time the Commission Review Draft documents 8 

will be available. 9 

  Naturally, the Commission Review Draft 10 

documents and the references are not final, and the 11 

documents and the references may change as a result of 12 

Commission direction, but we are providing this 13 

opportunity so you can get familiar with the documents 14 

prior to the official comment period. We will provide 15 

notice of their availability when it happens through 16 

WCOutreach@NRC.gov, and will link to them from our 17 

website. 18 

  For the upcoming formal comment period, the 19 

documents will be open for public comment for 75 days, 20 

and the comment period will begin once they are published 21 

in the Federal Register Notice in the fall. Through 22 

teleconferences, our website, and WCOutreach@NRC.gov, 23 

we will work very hard to make sure everyone is ready for 24 

when the public comment period begins. And as we get 25 
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closer to the comment period, we will also be able to tell 1 

you the specific dates and locations for the public 2 

meeting.  3 

  Thank you for your attention. Sarah? 4 

  MS. LOPAS: All right. Thank you, Andy. Thank 5 

you, Paul, and thank you, Carrie.  6 

  At this point we're going to go to the 7 

Question and Answer period for questions on some of the 8 

information that you heard today. To ask a question, 9 

please press *1 on your phone and that will put you in 10 

the queue to ask a question. 11 

  Remember that when we unmute your phone 12 

lines please start off by introducing yourself before you 13 

ask your question. So, you must press *1 to ask a 14 

question. Okay. Audra, can we start with Grace Adams, 15 

please. 16 

  MS. ADAMS: Okay. Yes, I'm Grace Adams. I'm 17 

retired on Social Security so I don't have any 18 

affiliation. I'm figuring that since the United States 19 

Navy has the world's best safety record on nuclear power 20 

it would make sense to get their opinion on how to store 21 

nuclear waste safely, maybe even get them to take over 22 

the whole project and just do it. 23 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Grace. That's 24 

a good comment. I actually remember that you submitted 25 
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that during the scoping period, so we thank you for your 1 

input. 2 

  Audra, can we go to Marvin Lewis, please. 3 

  MR. LEWIS: This is Marvin Lewis. Right now 4 

I won't say I'm with anybody because then a half dozen 5 

others will say you've forgotten us, so let's say I'm 6 

independent, whatever. 7 

  Look, “geis,” as far as I know is German for 8 

ghost. I don't why you're calling it a -- whatever you're 9 

calling it, a geist, but that's all right. The main thing 10 

--  11 

  MS. LOPAS: Marvin, it's a Generic 12 

Environmental Impact Statement, so we -- sorry, we call 13 

it a GEIS, but go ahead. 14 

  MR. LEWIS: Okay, good. I'm glad to hear 15 

that. What I'm really worried about is the extent -- I've 16 

been following this for a while, and appears to me you're 17 

actually ignoring just about everything that doesn't fit 18 

into a very small, very defined category. Actually, we 19 

can wind up with Fukushima waste, we can wind up with 20 

foreign waste, and we can -- in fact, we can wind up with 21 

foreign waste without even knowing about it because the 22 

TPP and other treaties are now called trade backs, and 23 

are being done behind closed doors. We don't have no 24 

input, and we can wind up with waste from around the 25 
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world. And this is not even admitted to in the documents 1 

I've read. I would like to see it admitted to. 2 

  And how in the world -- and this is the sort 3 

of thing that goes on, and on, and on. Fukushima right 4 

now, a few years ago, there was no Fukushima. There was 5 

no Pleasantville out in Japan, that's what Fukushima 6 

means, Pleasantville. But, anyway --  7 

  MS. LOPAS: Marvin, are you concerned about 8 

what waste is covered under Waste Confidence? 9 

  MR. LEWIS: Yes, yes, yes. I want to know that 10 

we won't be surprised by Fukushima waste, foreign waste, 11 

waste that we're just -- military waste that we had no 12 

idea we would be stuck with. Thank you. 13 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. I think Paul Michalak is 14 

going to address this issue. 15 

  MR. MICHALAK: Marvin, this is Paul 16 

Michalak. What I can tell you is which wastes are 17 

considered in the Waste Confidence Draft Generic 18 

Environmental Impact Statement, and that would be 19 

commercial, domestic waste produced from a pressurized 20 

water reactor or a boiling water reactor, from modular 21 

reactors that haven't been licensed yet but we have an 22 

expectation that they will.  23 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. All right. Well, thank you, 24 

Paul. I appreciate that clarification. 25 
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  Can we go to Ruth Thomas, please. 1 

  MS. THOMAS: Yes, my name is Ruth Thomas, and 2 

I'm with Environmentalists Incorporated. And I wanted to 3 

point out that the focus of this Directorate is not 4 

directed at the court case. I notice that they talk about, 5 

when they were giving the slide talk, it mentioned the 6 

-- sort of the small -- let's see, that's on page 5, 7 

address three deficiencies identified by the court 8 

decision.  9 

  Well, the court did much more than that. I 10 

mean, they were talking about the whole practice of the 11 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, not their failing, or the 12 

government failing to look into the spent nuclear fuel 13 

storage problem. And they held a whole series of Waste 14 

Confidence rulings and decisions from 1979 to 2010. 15 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Ruth, can I ask -- this is 16 

Sarah. Can I just ask, Ruth, do you have a question on 17 

the process, or how we are addressing the issues 18 

identified by the court? 19 

  MS. THOMAS: Yes, and suggesting that the 20 

-- really what is at the center of this is -- what are 21 

the options to take care of the spent nuclear fuel from 22 

commercial reactors? And this is still going back to, I 23 

see it as a process of bypassing not only the nuclear,not 24 

only NEPA but bypassing what the court is saying.  25 
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  MS. LOPAS: Okay, Ruth. I think Paul Michalak 1 

is going maybe try to address some of the issues you 2 

brought up. 3 

  MR. MICHALAK: Hi, Ruth. The findings that 4 

Andy talked about that we really don't have any more are 5 

reflected now in the Generic Environmental Impact 6 

Statement, and those findings were developed in response 7 

to the court's decision back in the ̀ 70s, in ̀ 79. The most 8 

recent remand, vacate and remand in 2010, had three 9 

components. It wanted us to do a forward-looking analysis 10 

for spent fuel pool leaks. It wanted us to discuss the 11 

consequences of spent fuel pool fires, and then it 12 

introduced that we weren't discussing indefinite 13 

storage. And the Draft Generic Environmental Impact 14 

Statement now has all of those three components, the 15 

leaks, the fires, the indefinite storage are part of the 16 

Generic Environmental Impact Statement, so we are 17 

addressing the part of the remand and vacate of the 2010 18 

rule. 19 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Ruth. A reminder 20 

to press *1 if you'd like to ask a question. Audra, can 21 

we hear from John Sipos, please. 22 

  MR. SIPOS: Hi, good afternoon. This is John 23 

Sipos. Can you hear me? 24 

  MS. LOPAS: We can. 25 
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  MR. SIPOS: Thank you. Paul, I would like if 1 

you could go back, you were describing the different 2 

chapters, and I was having a little trouble following 3 

Chapters 6, 7, and all the way to 10. Could you just 4 

briefly describe those again? 5 

  MR. MICHALAK: No problem, John, I'd be glad 6 

to. Chapter 6 contains a discussion and analysis of 7 

cumulative effects. Chapter 7 contains our cost-benefit 8 

analysis of the proposed action and the alternatives 9 

which were introduced and discussed in Chapter 1. Chapter 10 

8 is a summary of the environmental impacts. Chapter 9 11 

is a list of preparers, and Chapter 10 is an index. 12 

  MR. SIPOS: And if I could ask a follow-up 13 

question about the cost-benefit analysis, how is that 14 

being performed in the draft in Chapter 7? 15 

  MR. MICHALAK: That is a cost-benefit 16 

analysis of the proposed action and all the alternatives, 17 

and the proposed action is to revise 10 CFR 51.23 to 18 

generically disposition the environmental impacts of 19 

continued storage. I could tell you the no action 20 

alternative would be to not revise 51.23 which would mean 21 

there would be individual site-specific analyses of 22 

continued storage in site-specific licensing actions for 23 

new reactors and the license renewals of reactors. 24 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Paul. Thank you, 25 
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John. Can we hear from Jeffrey Brown next, please, Audra. 1 

Hi Jeffrey, are you there? 2 

  MS. GOTSCH: This is Paula Gotsch. I'm on the 3 

same line. I have a question about the link to the ADAMS 4 

thing. Since ADAMS is the most horrible thing to try to 5 

navigate, is there any chance that on your 6 

WCOutreach@nrc.gov you can just link directly to the 7 

report without us having to fool around with ADAMS? It's 8 

just -- I know people who work at the NRC who have a hard 9 

time with ADAMS, so what is the chances that you can have 10 

that report right up there linked to your website, and 11 

not have to have all the people out here chasing around 12 

trying to navigate ADAMS? 13 

  MS. LOPAS: Before I give it over to Andy to 14 

answer your question, which is a good one, could I just 15 

ask you to reintroduce yourself. We missed that. 16 

  MS. GOTSCH: Yes. My name is Paula Gotsch, 17 

and I'm a member of GRAMMES, Grandmothers, Mothers, and 18 

More for Energy Safety. 19 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, great. Andy, can you answer 20 

Paula's question? 21 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden of the 22 

Communication Branch. What we're doing is, from the Waste 23 

Confidence website we will have direct links to the 24 

Commission Review Draft documents, and the references 25 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 21

that those rely on. We will also have it organized, and 1 

just click on the link, so all the documents will be in 2 

ADAMS, as well. If you don't want to use ADAMS, it'll also 3 

be very easy from the Waste Confidence website to get to 4 

the main documents, plus their references. 5 

  MS. GOTSCH: Okay, a direct link. That's what 6 

I'm asking for. 7 

  MR. IMBODEN: Yes. And the other thing is 8 

that if you're signed up for WCOutreach, we will in that 9 

email -- when they become publicly available, we'll have 10 

an email sent out and you could click on the link in the 11 

email if you're registered for that. 12 

  MS. GOTSCH: I just have one further 13 

question. If for any reason this whole process gets 14 

delayed, we have heard that you're sort of aiming for 15 

these hearings in September. Will the public have access 16 

to this material, and will the hearings be delayed until 17 

we have access to it, if there is a hold up in the 18 

procedure? 19 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden, 20 

again. And just to clarify a point, we're not having 21 

hearings, what we're having are public meetings --  22 

  MS. GOTSCH: Okay. 23 

  MR. IMBODEN:  -- to get comments, and we're 24 

saying that they will be the fall because we're not 25 
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exactly clear on when those dates are right now. But in 1 

any case, all the meetings will be announced ahead of 2 

time, at least 30 days in advance, and really we're going 3 

to do it as soon as we know when they are. And the 4 

documents will be available in advance of the meetings. 5 

In addition, all the materials that will be presented at 6 

the meeting, we'll make that available on our website, 7 

as well. So, for the 75-day comment period, you know, 8 

we're going to -- we just don't know exactly when it's 9 

going to start, so we think September and October. 10 

  MS. GOTSCH: Thank you. 11 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, thank you. Audra, can we 12 

go to Michael Lee next, please. 13 

  MS. LEE: Yes, hi, Michel Lee. 14 

  MS. LOPAS: Oh, sorry, Michel. 15 

  MS. LEE: That's fine. I just have a question 16 

relating to your protocol for reviewing and considering 17 

public comments. How exactly does that work in terms of 18 

who reviews the comments, what is their level of 19 

expertise, and how does the -- what is essentially a 20 

multitude of very diverse comments from very diverse 21 

groups and individuals, how does that get analyzed, and 22 

then passed on to, I guess, higher ups at the NRC? 23 

  MR. MICHALAK: Michelle, hi. This is Paul 24 

Michalak. The same people that wrote the Draft Generic 25 
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Environmental Impact Statement will be reviewing and 1 

addressing the responses to the comments that you have 2 

on that document, so it's the very same people. So, the 3 

expertise that we brought to the table to write this 4 

document will be the same expertise that's going to 5 

respond to your comments. 6 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Paul. Thank you, 7 

Michel. 8 

  MS. LEE: Thank you. 9 

  MS. LOPAS: Can we hear from Diane D’Arrigo, 10 

please. 11 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: Yes. I wanted to know when you  12 

are -- when you were listing your chapters, was one of 13 

them on interim storage at reactors? I didn't take notes 14 

as you were running down --  15 

  MR. MICHALAK: Hi, this is Paul Michalak.  16 

Not stated as an interim storage, but we are -- we have 17 

an entire chapter on away-from-reactor continued storage 18 

of spent fuel. 19 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: So, that's an interim 20 

away–from-reactor. And how long interim are you 21 

considering that? 22 

  MR. MICHALAK: Well, we have three time 23 

frames in our analysis, the short-term time frame looks 24 

at 60 years beyond the license life of the reactor, at 25 
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which point we assume a repository will be available. 1 

Then we have a long-term time frame, which is an 2 

additional 100 years --  3 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: So, that's 160 years after the 4 

reactor closes. 5 

  MR. MICHALAK: Correct. 6 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: But this is for AFR, this is 7 

not for at-reactor. 8 

  MR. MICHALAK: This is for both. 9 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: Oh, all right.  10 

  MR. MICHALAK: All three time frames are 11 

applied for both at-reactor storage and 12 

away-from-reactor storage. 13 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: Okay, 60, 160, and? 14 

  MR. MICHALAK: Indefinite. 15 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: Oh, so you're going to analyze 16 

indefinite storage at both of those locations. Hmm, okay. 17 

  MS. LOPAS: All right, Diane. And, also, just 18 

a reminder that those documents will be available next 19 

week, so hopefully all your questions will be answered. 20 

  MS. D’ARRIGO: I can't wait.  21 

  MS. LOPAS: Yes, neither can we. All right. 22 

Thank you, Diane. Can we hear from Tom Rielly, please. 23 

  MR. RIELLY: Hello, this is Tom Rielly at 24 

Vista 360.  25 
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  MS. LOPAS: Hi, Tom. 1 

  MR. RIELLY: Can you hear me okay? 2 

  MS. LOPAS: We can. 3 

  MR. RIELLY: Very well. We're a public 4 

leadership group based in the Chicago area. I guess 5 

there's a 75-day comment period, and there's going to be 6 

a volume of documents that are coming out at various 7 

different times. I wonder if there's any comment on the 8 

volume, on the expected volume, guesstimate of the 9 

universe of documents that would be reviewed? Anybody 10 

have any guesses? 11 

  MS. LOPAS: So, let me ask just a clarifying 12 

question, Tom. Do you mean about how long is all the NRC's 13 

paperwork, like the GEIS, and the Federal Register 14 

Notice, or are you asking for like all the references that 15 

we used and all that? 16 

  MR. RIELLY: How about A and B. 17 

  MS. LOPAS: Yes, okay. And I think we can 18 

handle A and B. Paul, do you have an estimate on maybe 19 

the kind of -- how long the GEIS is? 20 

  MR. MICHALAK: Well, the GEIS -- hi, this is 21 

Paul Michalak. The GEIS is approximately 600 pages. 22 

  MS. LOPAS: And do we have an estimate for 23 

about how long the FRN is? 24 

  MR. IMBODEN: This is Andy Imboden. Yes, the 25 
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FRN is about 100 pages, and the 75-day comment period, 1 

when that officially starts, we don't know that yet. That 2 

will be in the late summer or early fall, but what will 3 

be happening soon is all those documents will be publicly 4 

available in advance of the official comment period. So, 5 

if you want to get a jumpstart at getting familiar with 6 

the documents and looking at areas that are of particular 7 

interest to you, you'll have a head start by many weeks 8 

if you're paying attention to our website and 9 

WCOutreach@nrc.gov when those become available. 10 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, thank you, Andy.  11 

  MR. RIELLY: Very well. Just a follow-up, 12 

too. From a previous meeting that was held, 13 

teleconference, we understood that the NRC wanted to have 14 

assistance from the public. We volunteered to help you 15 

select locations. I'm advancing that once again for 16 

Region III and the seven state area, Vista 360 would be 17 

pleased to assist you in finding an appropriate location.  18 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Tom. 19 

  MR. RIELLY: Surely. 20 

  MS. LOPAS: We appreciate that. Okay. Audra, 21 

can we go to Matthew Brock, please. 22 

  MR. BROCK: Yes, hi. This is Matt Brock, 23 

Massachusetts Attorney General's Office. Your last 24 

response answered in part my question, but I did want to 25 
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clarify a little more about how this public comment 1 

process will unfold. What I've heard is it's not clear 2 

when the start date for the 75-day comment period will 3 

begin. What is to trigger that? I mean, what is your 4 

thinking about -- you say you're going to release the 5 

documents in advance so we have an opportunity to look 6 

at them. What is the basis for deciding when the 75-day 7 

period officially begins? 8 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden. The 9 

75 -- so, currently, we've provided the documents to the 10 

Commission, and in a short amount of time they'll be 11 

available to the public. The Commission does their thing. 12 

They have a review and approval, and the important thing 13 

is there will be a publication in the Federal Register 14 

that officially kicks off the comment period. So, the 15 

Commission does their thing, the NRC Staff makes the 16 

changes that are directed. There's some additional 17 

administrative time that's needed to publish the 18 

documents, to print them up and that kind of thing, but 19 

the kickoff is a Federal Register Notice sometime in the 20 

late summer or early fall. 21 

  MR. BROCK: Okay, thank you. And then in 22 

terms of these public meetings that you're referring to, 23 

and I've heard that will be another forum at which you 24 

will be accepting comments. First of all, are the 25 
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comments that are submitted at the public meeting, are 1 

they considered formal comments to be evaluated as part 2 

of this rulemaking process? 3 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, Matt. This is Andy Imboden, 4 

again. The comments, you know, in the Federal Register 5 

Notice that officially kicks off the comment period, we 6 

will say how comments can be submitted. There's various 7 

ways that they will be able to be submitted in writing, 8 

or at the meetings comments can be spoken. And we'll have 9 

a court reporter there to transcribe the meeting so that 10 

way all comments, no matter how we get them, if they're 11 

spoken or if they're written, will be considered in the 12 

Final Environmental Impact Statement and in the final 13 

rule. 14 

  MR. BROCK: Okay. Thank you very much.  15 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. And, Keith, did you want 16 

to follow-up with anything? 17 

  MR. McCONNELL: Yes, thanks. This is Keith 18 

McConnell. I just wanted to clarify the Commission's role 19 

in this. The Commission reviews what the Staff has 20 

produced. It decides whether we've met their 21 

expectations. They then issue what's called a Staff 22 

Requirements Memorandum that directs the Staff to make 23 

changes, as needed, to the document. It would be that 24 

document after it's been -- the changes have been made  25 
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that would then be issued in the Federal Register Notice. 1 

So, we have to be clear that the Commission has an 2 

important, an oversight role in terms of what is 3 

developed by the Staff and what is finally issued for 4 

public comment. 5 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Keith. Audra, 6 

can we hear from Phil Klevorick, please. 7 

  MR. KLEVORICK: Yes, good morning from 8 

Nevada. Phil Klevorick with Clark County Nuclear Waste 9 

Division, Las Vegas. I have one simple, actually two very 10 

simple questions. One has been partially answered, 11 

actually, and one that may be a little more in depth, also 12 

with the simple ones. 13 

  Has the public meetings been set or 14 

locations been selected yet? I was looking over the 15 

review of the minutes, and I see Southern California and 16 

Central California as being possible areas, but I'm just 17 

curious, is Nevada part of that area of region? 18 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden. The 19 

specific meeting locations have not been set, but we will 20 

have them in the following metro areas, in Boston, 21 

Massachusetts, New York City, Denver, Colorado, 22 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, St. Luis Obispo, California, San 23 

Clemente, California, Toledo, Ohio, Charlotte, North 24 

Carolina, and there will be two nationally webcast 25 
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meetings from the NRC headquarters here in Washington, 1 

D.C. 2 

  MR. KLEVORICK: Okay, thank you. And is there 3 

an anticipated GEIS release date? I mean, is it -- I know 4 

you guys are saying the end of summer, beginning of fall, 5 

but do you have some kind of a target date that you have 6 

in mind? 7 

  MR. IMBODEN: This is Andy, again. I wish I 8 

could tell you so that way I could start planning the 9 

details of these meetings, among other things. But we 10 

just don't know that yet. 11 

  MR. KLEVORICK: All right. And here's the 12 

more in-depth question, maybe for Paul. What type of 13 

analysis is being done on the geologic repository that 14 

you mention in Appendix B? 15 

  MR. MICHALAK: We have a discussion of the 16 

feasibility of siting a repository. The details of that 17 

will be in Appendix B. 18 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. 19 

  MR. KLEVORICK: Now, is that -- I'm sorry. 20 

Is that an interim, or is that a permanent repository that 21 

you're referring to? 22 

  MR. MICHALAK: The discussion is a permanent 23 

repository. 24 

  MR. KLEVORICK: Okay, thank you. 25 
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  MR. MICHALAK: Appendix B. 1 

  MR. KLEVORICK: Thank you. 2 

  MS. LOPAS: Thank you, Phil. Audra, can we 3 

hear from Ace Hoffman, please. 4 

  MR. HOFFMAN: Hi, this is Ace Hoffman with 5 

Nuke Free North County. Can you hear me okay? 6 

  MS. LOPAS: Hi, Ace. We can. 7 

  MR. HOFFMAN: Okay. I wanted to know two 8 

things. One is, will the local meetings that you just 9 

spoke of in San Clemente and elsewhere be webcast? And, 10 

if so, can the web participants or phone participants 11 

also speak? And then I'll have a follow-up. 12 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Andy, do you want to talk 13 

about webcasting? 14 

  MR. IMBODEN: Yes. Hi, this is Andy Imboden. 15 

The meetings, the two meetings from the NRC headquarters 16 

will be available by a moderated telephone line much like 17 

the meeting, I mean, the teleconference we're having 18 

right now. They will also be web streamed. Right now we're 19 

not planning on web streaming any of the regional 20 

meetings. Those are the meetings, you know, that will be 21 

-- if you want to see what happens you'll come to the 22 

meeting. And you had a follow-up question? 23 

  MR. HOFFMAN: Yes. Well, you'll need to 24 

webcast those. But the follow-up question is on real 25 
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world testing, I'm reading a book called, "Too Hot To 1 

Touch" right now, it says there's been very little actual 2 

testing of dry cask storage systems. One was taken 3 

slightly apart after 15 years. Is there going to be more 4 

testing before any final decisions on how long that stuff 5 

can last is made, and then follow-up testing, not just 6 

paperwork but actual going out and studying what's going 7 

in dry casks? 8 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, Ace. We missed the title 9 

of that book. What was that book title that you mentioned? 10 

  MR. HOFFMAN: It's "Too Hot to Touch." 11 

  MS. LOPAS: "Too Hot to Touch."  12 

  MR. HOFFMAN: And it just came out in 2013. 13 

  MS. LOPAS: I might suggest that you hold on 14 

to that comment, you know, as a comment on our documents 15 

when you review those, when they're released for official 16 

public comment, if that works for you. Okay, Ace? 17 

  MR. HOFFMAN: Yes. 18 

  MS. LOPAS: All right. Thank you. Audra, can 19 

we go to Ruth Thomas again, please. Hi, Ruth. 20 

  MS. THOMAS: Hi. I wanted to follow-up. What 21 

communications have there been between the Nuclear 22 

Regulatory Commission and the court? I know that doesn't 23 

usually take place; however, it seems like there needs 24 

to be some sort of consideration. There's such a 25 
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difference between the court's viewpoint and what 1 

they're asking for, and the Nuclear Regulatory 2 

Commission's position. So, the likelihood is that going 3 

through all this may very well be not accepted by the 4 

court. And in choosing the options of how to approach 5 

this, what documents and what reports, and what has come 6 

out that address other options to responding to the court 7 

that would be more acceptable? And I --  8 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, Ruth. I think I'm going to 9 

ask Lisa London who is from our Office of General Counsel 10 

to touch on some of your points. 11 

  MS. LONDON: Hi, Ruth. Like Sarah said, this 12 

is Lisa London. I'm with the Office of General Counsel. 13 

I think I understood your question. You basically are 14 

asking if -- what avenues of communication are we 15 

exploring since the Court posted their vacation and 16 

remand of our 2010 Decision?  17 

  Typically, what occurs in court 18 

proceedings, the parties that are subject to a court 19 

decision do not communicate any further with the court 20 

once a decision is rendered by the court.  The agencies 21 

that are subject to that court decision will undertake 22 

whatever actions they deem necessary to try to satisfy 23 

the court's direction. And what will happen at that point 24 

is we'll put out a document we believe has satisfied the 25 
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court's direction.  1 

  Parties that do not believe that we have 2 

satisfied the court's direction are certainly free to 3 

pursue legal action, and it may be come up before another 4 

court, or the same court, depending on what jurisdiction 5 

that action is pursued in. At that point, that court will 6 

make a decision as to whether or not we've satisfied the 7 

remand that we received from the DC Circuit. Okay?  Thank 8 

you. 9 

  MS. LOPAS: Awesome. Thank you, Lisa. Audra, 10 

can we hear from Jan, and I'm going to butcher this name, 11 

Boudart, please. 12 

  MS. BOUDART: I'm here. 13 

  MS. LOPAS: Hi, Jan.  14 

  MS. BOUDART: Hi, I'm Jan Boudart, and I am 15 

with the Nuclear Energy Information Service in Chicago. 16 

And I have kind of a double question. I'm very interested 17 

in how uranium fluoride that is -- uranium hexafluoride 18 

is projected to be used in the processing of nuclear 19 

waste, and an analysis of how dangerous that compound is. 20 

And the second thing I'm interested in is how deeply are 21 

you considering not temporary but permanent dry cask 22 

storage on site, which would prevent the transportation 23 

of radioactive materials on the highways, railroads 24 

around the country? 25 
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  MS. LOPAS: Okay, Jan. I think we're going 1 

to ask Keith McConnell to address some of your points. 2 

  MR. McCONNELL: Yes, this is Keith 3 

McConnell. With respect to the first point, uranium 4 

hexafluoride, that's used in the making of fuel for 5 

nuclear power reactors. It would be outside the scope of 6 

this particular Generic Environmental Impact Statement 7 

because we're looking at the spent fuel that comes out 8 

of those reactors, so from a uranium hexafluoride 9 

standpoint, that would not be within the scope of our 10 

effort. 11 

  In terms of the other questions, and I'm not 12 

sure I've got all of them, but I think the impacts of those 13 

-- of transportation has been considered in other 14 

Generic Environmental Impact Statements, but is touched 15 

on within our Generic Environmental Impact Statement. 16 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. 17 

  MS. BOUDART: I thought uranium hexafluoride 18 

was how spent fuel was stored. In the middle of Siberia 19 

there's a big repository of uranium hexafluoride that's 20 

actually exposed to the air. I read -- I heard about this 21 

in the movie called Déchets, which is the story of spent 22 

fuel storage from France and around Europe. But I thought 23 

it was also being used in this country for storage? 24 

  MR. McCONNELL: Not with respect to the 25 
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storage of spent fuel. It's used in the production of fuel 1 

for power reactors.  2 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Keith.  3 

  MS. BOUDART: Could I follow-up at all? 4 

  MS. LOPAS: Sure. Do you have another 5 

question besides something about uranium hexafluoride? 6 

  MS. BOUDART: No, I wanted to ask some more 7 

questions about that. 8 

  MS. LOPAS: All right. Well, Jan, we actually 9 

have quite a few in queue so we might have to -- if you 10 

can close off now and then get back in line because we 11 

do have about six people that are also waiting. 12 

  MS. BOUDART: Yes, okay. Thanks. I 13 

appreciate it very much. 14 

  MS. LOPAS: Yes, thank you. Okay, let's see. 15 

Can we hear from Beverly Kerr, please. 16 

  MS. KERR: Yes, Beverly Kerr in North 17 

Carolina. I'm with Blue Ridge Environmental Defense 18 

League, and we're asking for our chapters in several 19 

states, in North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, 20 

Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Maryland, we want to ask 21 

what can we do to insure that we have enough public 22 

meetings in appropriate locations so that people do have 23 

the opportunity to speak up about their concerns? 24 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, Beverly. We're going to ask 25 
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Andy Imboden to talk about our meetings. 1 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, Beverly. This is Andy 2 

Imboden. Yes, the NRC will be holding 10 public meetings. 3 

Regardless of where anyone lives, two will be nationally 4 

webcast with a moderated telephone line, so anyone 5 

anywhere can provide their comments at those meetings. 6 

In addition, in the states that you described there will 7 

be the two -- I believe you said Maryland, there'll be 8 

two meetings in Rockville, Maryland that you could attend 9 

in person, but then there'll also be a meeting around 10 

Charlotte, North Carolina where you can come, as well. 11 

And for anyone who for whatever reason can't make it to 12 

any of the meetings, or can't call in to the nationally 13 

webcast one, comments submitted in writing will be 14 

accepted. There will be plenty of ways to do that. And 15 

no matter how your comment comes in, it will be 16 

considered. 17 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Andy. Audra, can 18 

we hear from John Sipos again, please. 19 

  MR. SIPOS: John Sipos. Thanks for taking my 20 

call again. I think this question is to Paul, Andy, and 21 

Keith regarding the technical reference documents. It's 22 

a two-part question. How many documents are going to be 23 

included in that library, if you will? I'd like it if you 24 

could please speak to the volume of such documents, and 25 
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how are they going to be accessed by the public? How can 1 

the public check them out, so to speak, and look at them? 2 

  MR. MICHALAK: Hi, this is Paul Michalak. 3 

There are over 100 references that are used in the Generic 4 

Environmental Impact Statement. We're putting together 5 

links for all of those documents that would be posted on 6 

the Waste Confidence external web page. So, John, you'd 7 

get access to those. We'll have links for those 8 

references on the external web page. 9 

  MR. SIPOS: And will the GEIS or the FRN, the 10 

rulemaking package, will there be other documents that 11 

they will be relying on in addition to what is in this 12 

sort of technical reference library? 13 

  MS. LOPAS: John, you're asking is the FRN 14 

going to have different references, is the Federal 15 

Register Notice going to have different references than 16 

what's in the Generic Environmental Impact Statement? 17 

  MR. SIPOS: Yes, and the GEIS. I guess both. 18 

Will there be documents outside the universe of documents 19 

that are in this technical reference document repository 20 

that either the FRN rulemaking package, or the GEIS 21 

consider or rely on? 22 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden. The 23 

website that we've been talking about, all the documents 24 

that we can link to will be there regardless of whether 25 
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they're a basis for the Generic Environmental Impact 1 

Statement or for the proposed rule. It'll be in one place. 2 

There may be some copyrighted material or something like 3 

that that we just can't for copyright reasons, we can't 4 

provide a link to, but regardless of which document 5 

relies on them, the references will be available to the 6 

public.  7 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Andy. We have 8 

about five minutes left, and we have about six people in 9 

line so we're going to go -- we'll do our best to get to 10 

as many people before 2:30, so let's go to Laura Sorensen, 11 

please. 12 

  MS. SORENSEN: Hi, this is Laura. I'm in 13 

Asheville, North Carolina with SAFE Carolinas. I got in 14 

a little late but I was listening to you talk about the 15 

different chapters. And there was an alternatives 16 

chapter, there was something on alternatives where you  17 

were going to decide whether to revise 51.23. And I was 18 

wondering if you could tell me, I think you were saying 19 

that it was about new reactors and relicensing. 20 

  MR. MICHALAK: Well, hi, this is Paul 21 

Michalak. The chapter that I was referring to is Chapter 22 

1, and that contains a discussion of the proposed action, 23 

which is to revise the Waste Confidence rule which was 24 

10 CFR 51.23, so that was the number that I referred to. 25 
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That is the Waste Confidence rule. We'll discuss that, 1 

the proposed action, purpose and need, and alternatives 2 

to the proposed action. That's all discussed in Chapter 3 

1, and that's where you'll find that. 4 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Paul. Thank you, 5 

Laura. Next let's go to Sarah Fields, please. 6 

  MS. FIELDS: Yes. I wonder in the -- if the 7 

proposed rule and the GEIS will cover issues on early site 8 

permits, and how considerations for on-site storage will 9 

be addressed in an early site permit NEPA document, or 10 

any early site permit application. 11 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Paul, can you address that? 12 

  MR. MICHALAK: Hi, this is Paul Michalak.  13 

The early site permit does not rely on Waste Confidence 14 

because you do not get a permit to store anything at that 15 

site with the early site permit. That comes in the second 16 

half, in that COL, Combined Operating License. That 17 

second component of that is where the applicant would get 18 

permission then to build a reactor and store the spent 19 

fuel after the reactor was operating. So, it would be the 20 

second part of that, Sarah. The early site permit does 21 

not rely on Waste Confidence, the proposed rule 51.23. 22 

  MS. FIELDS: But in the early site permit 23 

you're looking at whether it's a site that is suitable 24 

for on-site storage of the waste. 25 
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  MR. MICHALAK: But they actually -- this is, 1 

again, Paul Michalak. They haven't actually asked us for 2 

permission to store anything there, and we're addressing 3 

the impacts of actual storage. So, it's really the second 4 

part of that process where they come to us and they say 5 

we want to build a reactor at their site, and we want to 6 

store fuel here. That's when they point at this rule. 7 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay, great. Thank you, Paul. 8 

Thanks for that clarification. Can we hear from Mel 9 

Jenkins, please. 10 

  MR. JENKINS: Yes, thank you very much. My 11 

question regards the public hearings, and I would like 12 

to inquire how the process -- what the process was to 13 

decide on 10 only locations. And, secondly, what the 14 

public information plan is to insure good knowledge of 15 

these meetings, and good prior awareness of the 16 

information and input? 17 

  MR. IMBODEN: Hi, this is Andy Imboden. Yes, 18 

that's correct. We are having 10 public meetings during 19 

the comment period. We asked for public input where those 20 

meetings should be held. We also use our prior 21 

experiences with Environmental Impact Statement-related 22 

meetings to come up with that list, and we're going to 23 

advertise them very heavily when they -- when we know 24 

when and where they are exactly. You know, press 25 
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releases, and notice in the Federal Register, 1 

WCOutreach, and our website. 2 

  MR. JENKINS: Now let me return to my 3 

question which you haven't really addressed. What was the 4 

process to decide on 10 only locations? One question. 5 

Secondly, where can I see the public information plan, 6 

outreach plan for those meetings? 7 

  MR. McCONNELL: Yes, hi, this is Keith 8 

McConnell. The process we used was to, again, as Andy  9 

mentioned, consider what the public comments were on that 10 

particular issue, and then decide within that 75-day 11 

public comment period how many meetings the Staff could 12 

accommodate within that period and still do the other 13 

work that's necessary within the overall effort. So, 14 

that's how we came up with, in essence, how many meetings 15 

we could do within that particular period of time. And 16 

was there another part to your question? 17 

  MS. LOPAS: Okay. Thank you, Keith.  18 

  We are now at 2:31. I think we're going to 19 

finish -- we're going to close the question and answer 20 

period. Before I give it back to Carrie, and I might 21 

repeat some of what Carrie says. I want to alert people 22 

to the fact that our next call is on Wednesday, August 23 

14th, and it's going to be the same time, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., 24 

so that's August 14th, and it will have the same call-in 25 
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information. Something kind of fun and different that's 1 

happening in July is that the Waste Confidence 2 

Directorate is doing a Chat on line, and that's going to 3 

happen on July 23rd at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. And the way 4 

you can get to the NRC Chat is you go to the NRC Home Page, 5 

www.nrc.gov, and if you look to the right-hand [note: 6 

left-hand] side of that page, there's a little chat icon. 7 

It's green and it's right underneath "Stay Connected." 8 

So, hopefully, you'll participate in our chat on July 9 

23rd. So, now I'll hand it back to Carrie to close out the 10 

call. 11 

  MS. SAFFORD: Thanks, Sarah. And thank you 12 

all for participating today. To wrap up, the Commission 13 

Review Draft documents will be made publicly available 14 

in ADAMS and will be sent out via our WCOutreach and links 15 

posted on the website on or about Monday, June 24th. Their 16 

issuance will allow the public to begin informally 17 

reviewing the draft rulemaking documents. And then the 18 

issuance of the Federal Register Notice containing the 19 

official draft rulemaking documents is anticipated to 20 

occur in the end of the summer or in the early fall time 21 

frame. And as Andy mentioned, we'll announce the issuance 22 

of the Federal Register Notice on our website and through 23 

WCOutreach@nrc.gov.  24 

  Again, we hope you find these status updates 25 
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useful, and we look forward to your future participation 1 

on the Waste Confidence proceedings. Thanks. 2 

  MS. LOPAS: Thank you. 3 

  (Whereupon, the proceedings went off the 4 

record at 2:33:00 p.m.) 5 

 6 
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 8 
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 10 
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