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NRC SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENT ON POSSIBLE CHANGES TO
SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL STORAGE AND TRANSPORTATION REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is asking the public for input as the agency considers
changes to the regulatory framework for spent nuclear fuel storage and transportation. The request
for comment, published in the Jan. 17 Federal Register, is the first in a series and will inform the
NRC’s effort to improve how it regulates after more than 20 years of experience approving dry casks
for spent fuel storage and transportation.

The NRC is specifically looking at how it could better integrate the requirements for spent
fuel storage under 10 CFR Part 72 with those for spent fuel transportation under 10 CFR Part 71. As
part of this evaluation, the NRC is looking at the potential need for changes to policy, guidance, or
regulatory requirements for retrievability, cladding integrity, and safe handling of spent fuel. The
public will have another opportunity to comment on any proposed changes, should the NRC decide
to revise its guidance or regulations on these issues. More information is available in the Federal
Register notice and on the NRC website.

Public comments will be accepted through March 18. They may be submitted online through
the federal government’s rulemaking website using Docket ID NRC-2013-0004. Comments may also
be faxed to 301-492-3446 or mailed to Cindy Bladey, Chief, Rules, Announcements, and Directives
Branch (RADB), Office of Administration, Mail Stop: TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001.
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