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RESPONSIBILITIES
ENSI has split its remit into two main areas: installation assessment and

operation surveillance.

in its installation assessment, it focuses on the following areas:

PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES

The inspection and surveillance of nuclear facilities is based on the legislative

framework, guidelines and scientific principles, all of which clearly identify

the safety requirements and criteria applied by ENSI in its assessments.

ENSI modifies these principles and guidelines whenever necessary in order

to reflect developments in science and technology. Inter alia, the guide-

lines stipulate the radiological protection objectives for the operation of

nuclear facilities, regulate the reporting requirements for the operation and

organisation of nuclear power plants and also specify the criteria for

the deep geological repositories.

EXPERTISES

ENSI produces a safety report whenever licensees of nuclear facilities submit

applications that go beyond the scope of their existing operating license;

for example, ENSI assesses the periodic safety review conducted by all nuclear

power plants and issues reports on its findings together with any associated

requirements. The safety reports issued by ENSI provide important evidence,

which will feed into the licensing procedure for new nuclear power plants

and the deep geological repositories.

PERMITS

ENSI also deals with applications to modify nuclear facilities covered by an

existing operating license and if satisfied will issue the relevant permit,

e.g. applications for modifications to components or systems classed as

relevant to safety or changes to technical specifications.
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INCIDENT PROCESSING

incidents in both Swiss and foreign nuclear facilities are subject to systematic

assessments in terms of their relevance to nuclear safety. In assessing the

measures taken by licensees, ENSI can also determine whether findings are

applicable to other nuclear facilities in Switzerland and if necessary,

require improvements.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

ENSI has its own emergency organisation and in the event of an incident in

a nuclear facility, it can provide a rapid, scientifically sound, independent

assessment of the situation. It is also a member of the national system set up

to deal with serious nuclear accidents that includes NEOC, the National

Emergency Operations Centre and LAR, the Steering Committee on Radio-

activity.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT

ENSI collates the data collected each year and produces a comprehensive

safety assessment. This is used to determine what measures are required and

also feeds into its own regulatory planning. By publishing Annual Reports

on the safety of nuclear facilities, radiological protection and the results

of operating experience and its own research, ENSI discharges its responsibi-

lities to the public.
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INTERNATIONAL
SPECIALIST EXPERTISE
ENSI has a broad remit and this is reflected in the diversity of professions re-
presented amongst its approximately 100 staff. Two-thirds of staff are
graduates in a technical or scientific discipline, including mechanical, electri-
cal and civil engineers, physicists, chemists, geologists, psychologists, etc.

The results of research supported by ENSI in the fields of reactor safety,
radiological protection, the disposal of radioactive waste and also human
behaviour, organisation and safety culture feed into its regulatory acti-

vities and work to develop its guidelines and recommendations. At the same
time, ENSI staff benefit professionally from the exchange of ideas with
experts from around the world. Cooperation with foreign regulatory bodies
combined with rigorous training and development are important tools in
ensuring that ENSI discharges its duties on behalf of the public in a respon-
sible way. ENSI's professional competence is recognised internationally.

FACILITIES SUPERVISED BY ENSI:
- Beznau nuclear power plant
- MiJhleberg nuclear power plant
- G~sgen nuclear power plant
- Leibstadt nuclear power plant
- Nuclear facilities, including the research

reactor at the Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI)
- Research reactor at the Swiss Federal

Institute of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL)
- Research reactor at the University of Basel
- ZWILAG, the central interim storage facility

for radioactive waste in W~irenlingen
- Transport of nuclear materials

from and to nuclear facilities
- Processing facilities for radioactive waste
- Preparatory work for the deep geologi-

cal storage of radioactive waste
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS
ENSI maintains regular contact with the following organisations
in Switzerland:
- Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and

Communications (DETEC)
- Swiss Federal Office of Energy (SFOE)
- Department of Radiological Protection at the Federal Office of

Public Health (FOPH)
-Various Federal committees, including the Commission for ABC

Protection (KomABC), Commission for Nuclear Safety (KNS)
and the Commission for Nuclear Waste Disposal (KNE)

- National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC)

- Specific research groups at the Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI)
- Facilities/licensees subject to regulation

- Cantonal authorities

- Organisations such as those involved in environmental protection

- Media and the public

ENSI maintains regular contact with the following global organisations:
- International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
- Nuclear Energy Agency (OECD/N EA)
- Bilateral contact between Switzerland and its neighbours,

the USA and other countries with nuclear programms
-Western European Nuclear Regulators' Association (WENRA)
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Eidgen6ssisches Nuklearsicherheitsinspektorat ENSI, CH-5232 Villigen-ENSI
phone +41(0)56 310 38 11, Fax +41(0)56 310 39 95 and +41(0)56 310 39 07
info@ensi.ch, www.ensi.ch

New address from spring 2010: Industriestrasse 19, CH-5200 Brugg


