
Riley (OCA), Timothy

From: VanKuiken, Matt (Stabenow) [MattVanKuiken@stabenow.senate.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 5:17 PM
To: Riley (OCA), Timothy
Subject: RE: NRC follow up.

Thanks Tim!

Very helpful. Really appreciated your time. I'll let you know if we have any other questions along the way.

Really appreciate your help with this and please keep in touch,

Matt

From: Riley (OCA), Timothy [mallto:Timothy.RileyOCA(nrc.gov1
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 4:27 PM
To: VanKuiken, Matt (Stabenow)
Subject: NRC follow up.

Matt,
It was a pleasure to meet you and Will last week and to speak with Mary. During the meeting, you had asked
for additional information regarding the failed coupling at Palisades. In reviewing the information for you, I
realize I incorrectly relayed that a previous failure had occurred in the late 1990s; the previous failure was in
2009.
You had also asked for information about the coupling, its location in relation to the rest of the plant, and how
the failed coupling had been discovered. The pipes connected by the faulty coupling are well outside of the
reactor building, in the water intake area near the shore. There are three of these intake pipes in total; safety
regulations require at least one to be operable in case of an emergency. The plant was operating under normal
conditions when indicators in the control room showed a change in the flow of water from one of the three
service pumps, the licensee then traced the problem to the coupling. The problem has been corrected and is
not affecting plant operations.
I will keep you informed when the Special Inspection Team releases an inspection report and any findings.

Please share the following links with Mary, as I hope they will be useful to her in constituent outreach.
Cancer Study: http://pbadupws.nrc..qov/docs/ML 1101/ML1 101 10528.pdf
Emergency Planning: http://www.nrc.qov/readina-rm/doc-collections/fact-sheets/fs-emer-q-plan-prep-nuc-
power.pdf
Spent Fuel Storage: http://www.nrc.gqov/reading-rm/doc-collections/fact-sheets/stora.ge-spent-fuel-fs.pdf

If I can provide any additional information on the Special Inspection Team, the NRC's response to Fukushima,
or any other issues, please let me know.
Thank you, Ifdrmehion In tij record was d9eiet in
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Timothy Riley FOWM

Congressional Affairs Officer
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs
Phone: 301-415-8492
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