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 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1 

 NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 2 

 +  +  +  +  + 3 

 PSEG EARLY SITE PERMIT APPLICATION  4 

 AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING  5 
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 +  +  +  +  + 7 

 Thursday,  8 

 November 4th, 2010 9 

           +  +  +  +  +          10 

 Carneys Point, New Jersey 11 

 The Public Meeting was held at 7:00 p.m., at the 12 

Performing Arts Theater (Davidow Hall), Campus of 13 

Salem Community College, 460 Hollywood Avenue, Carneys 14 

Point, New Jersey, Chip Cameron, Facilitator, 15 

presiding. 16 

PRESENT: 17 
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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 7:00 p.m. 2 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Good evening 3 

everyone, thank you for coming out tonight, and 4 

welcome to tonight's public meeting.  My name is Chip 5 

Cameron, and it is going to be my pleasure to serve as 6 

your facilitator for this evening's meeting.  7 

  And in that role I will try to help all of 8 

you to have a productive meeting today.  The topic of 9 

today's meeting is the Environmental Review that the 10 

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, or the 11 

NRC, and the Army, the United States Army Corps of 12 

Engineers. 13 

  This application, to the NRC for what is 14 

called an Early Site Permit might be a prelude to 15 

possible construction and operation of new reactors at 16 

a site here in Salem. 17 

  The application was from PSEG Nuclear, and 18 

PSEG Power.  And the NRC staff is going to be talking 19 

to you about this Environmental Review process 20 

tonight. 21 

  I want to note that on November 17th, in 22 

this area, the NRC is going to be up in this area on 23 

the application for renewal of the existing licenses 24 

at Hope Creek and Salem.  This meeting is Early Site 25 
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Permit for a possible new plant in the future. 1 

  And I just want to go over a couple of 2 

points on meeting process, with you, so that you know 3 

what to expect today.  I'd like to tell you about the 4 

format for the meeting, also tell you about some 5 

simple ground rules that will help us to have a 6 

productive meeting, and then to introduce the NRC 7 

staff who will be talking to you tonight. 8 

  In terms of the format for the meeting, it 9 

is basically a two part format.  And the first part is 10 

to give you some background on the NRC review process 11 

for one of these Early Site Permit applications.  And 12 

we will have two brief presentations by the NRC staff. 13 

  And then we will have some time for 14 

questions, after those speakers, to make sure that 15 

everything is clear to you.  16 

  And if we don't have time to get to all 17 

your questions, the NRC staff will be here after the 18 

meeting, to talk to you, and also the Corps of 19 

Engineers staff.  20 

  The second part of the meeting is an 21 

opportunity, for the NRC and the Corps of Engineers 22 

staff to listen to you, to your advice, your 23 

recommendations, your comments, Environmental Review 24 

issues that are related to the Early Site Permit 25 
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application.  1 

  And if you want to talk tonight, I think 2 

you already know the drill, fill out the yellow card, 3 

and I will call your name, and will ask you to come up 4 

to the podium here. 5 

  For the question period, after the NRC 6 

presentations, I will bring you this cordless 7 

microphone. 8 

  The NRC is also asking for written 9 

comments on these issues, and the staff will tell you 10 

more about that, how to submit, the date to submit 11 

them by.  But I just want to assure you that any 12 

comments that you give tonight will carry the same 13 

weight as a written comment. 14 

  And, of course, you are free to submit a 15 

written comment, also, even if you speak tonight. 16 

  In terms of ground rules, first please 17 

wait until both of the NRC presentations are over 18 

before asking questions.  And, as I mentioned, I will 19 

bring this cordless microphone to you, and we will 20 

have the staff answer your question, if you could just 21 

introduce yourself to us. 22 

  The second ground rule I would ask that 23 

only person speak at a time, most importantly so that 24 

we can give our full attention to whomever has the 25 
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floor at the moment.  And, secondly, so that we can 1 

get a clean transcript.  2 

  We have Ed Johns, who is our stenographer 3 

court reporter over there, taking the transcript.  And 4 

that will be your record of what happens tonight.  It 5 

will also be the NRC's record of what happens tonight. 6 

  Third, I would just ask you to try to be 7 

fairly brief in your comments.  Usually at these type 8 

of meetings we may have 40 or 50 speakers, so I have 9 

to set a ground rule that is a three to five minute 10 

ground rule, a guideline for your comment up here. 11 

  We have a little bit of a luxury tonight, 12 

we don't have anywhere near that many speakers.  So I 13 

would just ask you to be brief, be in that five to 14 

seven, eight minute time range. 15 

  And I may have to ask you to sum up if you 16 

are going beyond that.  But I don't think we will have 17 

any problems there.  18 

  One other thing that I might mention about 19 

the comment period, it is that the NRC staff and the 20 

Corps of Engineers staff are here to listen carefully 21 

to what you are saying. 22 

  And they are not going to be responding to 23 

things that are said from the podium, or questions 24 

that might be asked up here.  But they will fully 25 
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consider those comments, and those questions, when 1 

they do what is called a Scoping Summary Report on 2 

tonight's meeting, and also on the written comments, 3 

and this afternoon's meeting.  4 

  And with that let me introduce the two NRC 5 

speakers. Let me introduce our speakers, and then 6 

bring them on.  First of all we have Greg Hatchett, 7 

right here.  And Greg is the chief of the 8 

Environmental Review branch, who is handling this 9 

particular Early Site Permit application.  10 

  Greg's branch is within the division of 11 

site and Environmental Review, and that is in the 12 

NRC's Office of New Reactors.  And Greg is going to 13 

give us an overview of what the NRC responsibilities 14 

are, generally, and to provide a welcome, to all of 15 

you, to the meeting.  16 

  Greg has been with the NRC for about 12 17 

years.  Before he assumed his branch chief position he 18 

was a senior reactor operating engineer, operating 19 

reactor engineer.  20 

  He has also been a project manager in the 21 

NRC's high level waste licensing program.  And he was 22 

the policy advisor to one of the NRC Commissioners, 23 

Commissioner Gregory Jaczko, and as many of you might 24 

know, Commissioner Jaczko is now the Chairman of the 25 
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 1 

  And before Greg joined the NRC he was a 2 

project manager for the Corps of Engineers, the Army 3 

Corps of Engineers on hazardous waste program.  He has 4 

a bachelor’s in civil engineering from the Virginia 5 

Military Institute, VMI. 6 

  And he is going to tell you a little bit 7 

about what the NRC does, generally, and really give 8 

you a welcome tonight. 9 

  After we hear from Greg, we are going to 10 

go to Allen Fetter, who is right here.  And Allen is 11 

the project manager for the Environmental Review of 12 

this Early Site Permit application. 13 

  He has been with the NRC for about six 14 

years, doing this type of Environmental Review, 15 

managing environmental reviews, not only in the 16 

reactor area, but in the materials licensing area. 17 

  And I think Greg is going to talk a little 18 

bit about the NRC responsibilities in that regard. 19 

  And before joining the NRC he was in the 20 

private sector, and also academia, before he came to 21 

the NRC. He has a master’s of science in geology from 22 

the University of North Carolina, and let me see if I 23 

can get this right, he has a PhD in Geology from the 24 

University of Kansas. 25 
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  So those are our speakers. I just want to 1 

introduce you to some other notables, from the NRC 2 

staff, that are here tonight. 3 

  As you will hear, there are two parts to 4 

the NRC review of this Early Site Permit Application. 5 

 One is the Environmental Review that is our focus 6 

tonight.  7 

  But then there is a safety review.  And we 8 

have Prosanta Chowdhury, he is the project manager on 9 

the safety review.  And we also have Prosanta's branch 10 

chief here, from the office of new reactors, Joe 11 

Colaccino. 12 

  Becky Karas, right here, she is the senior 13 

NRC official with us tonight.  She is the deputy 14 

director of the division of site and environmental 15 

reviews. 16 

  We also brought, I asked a couple of 17 

people to come up with us today, who you might want to 18 

talk to after the meeting.  19 

  The NRC has resident inspectors at every 20 

operating reactor, and they are there to make sure 21 

that the NRC regulations are complied here.  And we 22 

have our senior resident, Dan Schroeder, with us 23 

tonight, from the operating reactors. 24 

  If you have questions about that, Dan will 25 
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be here after the meeting to answer them.  Because 1 

license renewal is coming up, we asked Leslie Perkins 2 

of the license renewal staff at the NRC, it is in the 3 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation.  4 

  Leslie is here in case you have questions 5 

about that.  She will be here after the meeting.  And, 6 

as I mentioned, the Corps of Engineers is also 7 

involved in this Environmental Review, and we have Ed 8 

Bonner, up there, from the Corps of Engineers, who 9 

will be glad to also talk to you about Corps 10 

responsibilities after the meeting.  11 

  And we also have staff here from the 12 

Office of General Counsel, from our Region One, our 13 

Public Affairs Officer is here.  We have various 14 

experts on socioeconomics, and radiation protection. 15 

  We just want to make sure that we can try 16 

to give you as much information as possible.  And with 17 

that I'm going to turn it over to Greg, Greg Hatchett. 18 

  MR. HATCHETT:  Thank you, Chip.  I want to 19 

thank you all for coming out.  This is the second 20 

round, today, to discuss our Early Site Permit 21 

process, and in particular our Environmental Review 22 

that we will be doing, associated with the Early Site 23 

Permit.  24 

  I know the weather isn't the best, so we 25 
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do appreciate you coming out.  It is very important 1 

that we have interested stakeholders come out and 2 

participate in the Agency's process. 3 

   What we hope to do is, again, provide an 4 

overview of, generally, what the Agency does.  We want 5 

to talk specifically about the Early Site Permit 6 

process, at a high level, about both what we do in 7 

terms of our safety side, and the environmental side. 8 

  But, again, more specifically focused on 9 

the environmental aspects of it.  And then we want to 10 

talk a little bit about the schedule, and the 11 

schedule, Allen will go into great detail of these 12 

aspects that you see here on this slide. 13 

  And, most importantly we want to hear from 14 

you, what I will say is, the anecdote that I use is 15 

tell me something that I don't know.  And when we get 16 

into Environmental Reviews, we don't pretend to know 17 

everything there is about the area, and about the 18 

environment.  19 

  And we understand that there are other 20 

folks who are closer to these issues, and we are out 21 

to gather comments and insights, that would help to 22 

inform what we do. 23 

  So the better input we get, the better 24 

feedback and comments that we get, the more robust our 25 
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review can be, and the better outcome we hope to 1 

achieve. 2 

  Just for everyone who is not totally 3 

familiar with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 4 

in terms of its history.  I do a three second, sort of 5 

highlight, to say that the NRC is essentially created 6 

out of the old Atomic Energy Commission.  7 

  And then its sister agency, if you will, 8 

if I can use that term, became the Department of 9 

Energy.  And so we got away from promoting nuclear 10 

power and regulating it at the same agency, and split 11 

it into two separate organizations.  12 

  What most people don't understand about 13 

the NRC, usually, is we are somewhat known for the 14 

regulation of nuclear power plants.  And I'm going to 15 

say that is tens of licensees.  16 

  But we do regulate the academic research, 17 

industrial, and medical use of radioactive materials. 18 

 And, over there, we have a few, or several thousand 19 

licensees.  20 

  So we do everything from nuclear power 21 

regulation, to the regulation of diagnostic and 22 

therapeutic uses of radioactive materials.  And I 23 

don't think that everybody knows that.  24 

  So if you go get cancer treatment, at one 25 
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of the nuclear medicine departments, at some hospital 1 

in the United States, it requires a license from the 2 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  3 

  And of course there are, probably, more 4 

nuclear medicine departments than there are nuclear 5 

power plants around the U.S.  And so we have been 6 

doing it for a while. 7 

  And since Allen is here to do most of the 8 

heavy lifting, and I'm just here to sort of tee it up, 9 

I'm going to turn it over to Allen.  10 

  MR. FETTER:  Thank you, good evening, 11 

everyone.  Again, my name is Allen Fetter. I'm the 12 

Environmental Project manager on this project.  And 13 

I'd like to thank you, as well, for coming out this 14 

evening.  Thank you Greg and Chip. 15 

  Part of our Environmental Review Process, 16 

what I'm putting up here is a flow chart, 17 

schematically showing how the Early Site Permit is 18 

reviewed. 19 

  We have an Early Site Permit which 20 

undergoes both a safety and an environmental review.  21 

And right down at the bottom we have scoping, down 22 

towards the green circle, which is giving input into 23 

the Environmental Review.  24 

  And by getting your ideas, as Greg said, 25 
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tell us something we don't know.  Often people, who 1 

live in the community, can provide insights and 2 

information that provides a local perspective on 3 

issues of importance. 4 

  And as this is the focus of this meeting, 5 

and when we are done we are going to gather our 6 

comments.  In any case, the Environmental Review, the 7 

product of that will be a final EIS. 8 

  But before that we have a draft for 9 

comment, and we will have another public meeting on 10 

that to gather comments. 11 

  The other component is the safety review, 12 

being led by Prosanta.  This flow chart also shows 13 

that a Notice of Hearing will be coming out.  And, 14 

specifically, we expect the Notice of Hearing to be 15 

published within the next week or so. 16 

  Following the Safety Review results, and 17 

the publication of a Safety Evaluation Report, and 18 

after both documents are done there will be a hearing 19 

process, followed by a Commission decision on the 20 

application.  21 

  So many folks ask, why would an applicant 22 

get an Early Site Permit?  An Early Site Permit does 23 

not allow an applicant to build or operate a new 24 

reactor unit, or units. 25 
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  What it does allow an applicant to do is 1 

resolve site suitability issues, from an environmental 2 

and safety standpoint, so that they can make a 3 

business decision later. 4 

  They can also bank the site for up to 20 5 

years.  If the Early Site Permit would be granted, and 6 

an applicant decides to pursue a new reactor 7 

application, they would have to submit combined 8 

license application.  9 

  And we would develop, that references the 10 

Early Site Permit, and we would write a Supplemental 11 

Environmental Impact Statement and evaluate new and 12 

significant information, since the issuance of the 13 

Early Site Permit.  14 

  And the ESP, we have the formal hearing, 15 

as I mentioned before.  The applicant submitted the 16 

application on May 25th, and we accepted it for 17 

docketing in early August.  18 

  The National Environmental Policy Act  19 

requires federal agencies to use a systematic approach 20 

to evaluate environmental impacts, in developing our 21 

EIS. 22 

  And part of that, we don't just evaluate 23 

the impacts, we seek input through scoping and other 24 

information gathering activities, such as meeting with 25 
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other federal agencies, state agencies, and local 1 

governments.  2 

  The NRC considers issuing an Early Site 3 

Permit a major federal action under NEPA. 4 

  As Chip mentioned, earlier, we are the 5 

lead federal agency, but the Army Corps of Engineers 6 

is anticipated to be a cooperating agency, with the 7 

NRC, in the development of the Environmental Impact 8 

Statement.  9 

  The NRC will work with the Corps of 10 

Engineers during the process of information gathering 11 

that we are going to be -- that we are in the process 12 

of. 13 

  And the NRC will also address the other 14 

statutes, as appropriate, such as the Endangered 15 

Species Act, the National Historic Preservation Act.  16 

  So the scoping process helps determine the 17 

significant issues to be analyzed in the Environmental 18 

Impact Statement.  The scoping period is open through 19 

December 14th of this year. 20 

  And so be sure to, if you don't provide 21 

comments tonight, to provide scoping comments before 22 

the end of close of business, or the end of, I guess 23 

it is midnight on December 14th of this year. 24 

  Following the scoping period, we will 25 
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issue a Scoping Summary Report and that will summarize 1 

issues that are in scope, and out of scope.  And those 2 

issues that are within scope will be addressed, more 3 

thoroughly, in the Environmental Impact Statement.  4 

  So this is another graphical illustration 5 

showing the information gathering process.  And up 6 

there we have audits, we expect to do site audits, 7 

visit alternative sites in the spring, to do a site 8 

audit to inform our information needs, and then we 9 

will develop additional questions for the applicant, 10 

as needed. 11 

  So input from all of these sources go into 12 

the development of the EIS.  So to prepare the EIS we 13 

have our own team of subject matter experts from the 14 

NRC, and we also are contracting with Oak Ridge 15 

National Laboratory, to work on developing the 16 

document.  17 

  The NRC team and Oak Ridge, who is 18 

comprised of experts with wide-ranging experience 19 

related to the siting of nuclear reactors.  And this 20 

slide shows all the resource, most of the resource 21 

areas we do look at during the Environmental Review 22 

Process.  23 

  Now, this is not a published schedule, so 24 

if you would note, it says anticipated Environmental 25 
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Review schedule.  We have had the Notice of Intent to 1 

Prepare the EIS came out on October 15th. 2 

  Today we are at the yellow arrow, the 3 

scoping meeting here in Carneys Point.  We expect to 4 

publish the Draft Environmental Impact Statement in 5 

March 2012, followed by a 75 day comment period, after 6 

which we hope to publish the Final Environmental 7 

Impact Statement in March 2013. 8 

  So the submitting of scoping comments can 9 

be accomplished via email, through the email address 10 

listed at the top, via regular mail.  And if you still 11 

like to use a fax machine, we have that option, as 12 

well.  13 

  And, again, to reiterate, by December 14th 14 

make sure to have your written comments in.  Now, 15 

there is also opportunity for hearing.  We are going 16 

to publish a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing, in the 17 

next few weeks.  18 

  After which time there is an opportunity 19 

to Petition to Intervene.  Those wishing to intervene 20 

need to do so, and obtain a digital certificate, or a 21 

waiver, in order to not use a digital certificate. 22 

  And the instructions for e-filing of the 23 

hearing notice are at that web address listed there.  24 

And, you know, don't wait until the last minute, 25 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 21

because you need to have five days to obtain your 1 

digital certificate, and then time to proffer any 2 

contentions.  3 

  For those of you who haven't looked at the 4 

application, yet, it is available on-line.  It is also 5 

available at the local public libraries; the Salem 6 

Free Public Library, Penn's Grove, Carneys Point, and 7 

Pennsville Public Library.  There are hard copies and, 8 

also, in DVD as well.  9 

  And with that, thank you for your time, 10 

and I'm going to hand it back over to Chip.  Up here 11 

are contacts for me, Alicia, and Prosanta. 12 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  And thank you very 13 

much, Allen.  Thank you Greg.  And that reminds me 14 

that I forgot to introduce Alicia.  Alicia Williamson, 15 

who is also a project manager on this Environmental 16 

Review.  17 

  And that is the overview of the Early Site 18 

Permit process. Are there any questions that the NRC 19 

could answer for you, before we can get to the comment 20 

part of the meeting.  21 

  Does anybody have a question about the 22 

process, how this is done? 23 

  (No response.) 24 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Let's go to comment. 25 
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And we are going to start out with, we do have the 1 

President of the New Jersey Senate here, with us, 2 

tonight.  Senator Steve Sweeney.  And I was going to 3 

ask Senator Sweeney to come up and address us. 4 

  And then we are going to go to Bruce 5 

Bobbit, who is a Freeholder of Salem County.  This is 6 

Senator Sweeney. 7 

  SENATOR SWEENEY:  Thank you.  I will be 8 

forwarding formal comments, a letter, probably 9 

tomorrow from my office.  I actually had it with me, 10 

but I forgot it when I left my office. 11 

  I am just thrilled to be here tonight, 12 

that we are finally starting this journey, to bring a 13 

new nuclear facility to south Jersey. 14 

  This facility is long overdue. And I have 15 

harassed, I have been a senator for eight years, and I 16 

have harassed PSEG for eight years, and publicly have 17 

commented on building a new facility in Salem. 18 

  It is critical to the state.  I'm the 19 

Senate President now.  I mean, I have moved up through 20 

the ranks to the rank of Senate President.  This 21 

facility is critical to the State of New Jersey for 22 

its energy needs. 23 

  And as we move forward, and we know it is 24 

going to take some time to build, I'm excited that we 25 
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are finally starting it.  I think it took them eight 1 

years too long to get started, but we started. 2 

  The jobs to this region, PSEG is the 3 

largest employer to Salem. They invest 84, 85 million 4 

dollars into the economy of southern New Jersey, and 5 

they provide excellent jobs. 6 

  And they provide clean, safe energy.  PSEG 7 

has had an excellent record down here.  I want to 8 

thank them for being here, starting this process.  We 9 

are going to hold their feet to the fire, so they 10 

build them.  11 

  As far as their community involvement, 12 

they are one of the best community partners that you 13 

can find.  They are active in all of the 14 

organizations, throughout Salem County and South 15 

Jersey. 16 

  So I'm here, as the Senate President, as 17 

the Senator that represents this district, on behalf 18 

of my colleagues and the Assembly, wholeheartedly 19 

supporting, excited to be here to talk about this now. 20 

  And, hopefully, not too long from now we 21 

will break ground, and we will ensure that New 22 

Jersey's future energy needs are met.  Thank you.  23 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, very 24 

much, Senator.  And we are going to go to Freeholder 25 
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Bobbit, and then we are going to go to Bob Braun, and 1 

I will introduce him.  This is Freeholder Bobbit. 2 

  MR. BOBBIT:  Thank you very much.  To 3 

start off with, I don't know if this was Mike's big 4 

idea, or whose big idea this was.  For 20 or 30 years, 5 

I have called it PSE&G, it rolls right off your 6 

tongue.  Now somebody has changed it to PSEG. And I'm 7 

struggling with it. 8 

  So if I make a mistake, tonight, bear with 9 

me.  I'm  a member of the Salem County Board of Chosen 10 

Freeholders. I have come here, this evening, to let 11 

you know to PSEG Nuclear is a valuable asset to our 12 

county. 13 

  Not only are they great community 14 

partners, but they are the county's largest employer. 15 

 And a majority of their employees are local 16 

residents, and live in the community.  17 

  In tough economic times PSEG provides an 18 

example of integrity, and commitment to positive 19 

growth, that we all need to see. 20 

  PSEG's very proactive role in developing 21 

positive relationships with the members of Salem 22 

County community.  They provide funding and support to 23 

local community groups, and attending every community 24 

events, they are always demonstrating their commitment 25 
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to Salem County's proud heritage, and bright future. 1 

  We understand the hesitation of those 2 

within the county and the surrounding areas, toward 3 

PSEG Nuclear plans to expand their facility.  Their 4 

concerns regarding safety, and plant performance, are 5 

valid. 6 

  However, PSEG Nuclear has consistently, 7 

and without hesitation, demonstrated its commitment to 8 

safety and excellence through proper planning, and 9 

transparency. 10 

  Further more, they have not only been a 11 

partner, but a leader in this county, in the area of 12 

conservation of our environment.  With unemployment in 13 

the county hovering around 12 percent, the economic 14 

possibilities of this expansion cannot be understated. 15 

  I hope that PSEG will have your support to 16 

move forward, as you already have our support as a 17 

valued partner in our community.  I support PSEG 18 

Nuclear, and their endeavor to expand our Salem and 19 

Hope Creek stations. 20 

  Thanks everybody for being here tonight, 21 

we appreciate it, thank you.  22 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you very much, 23 

Freeholder Bobbit.  And now we have Bob Braun from 24 

PSEG.  He is the senior vice president for PSEG 25 
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Nuclear.  Bob? 1 

  MR. BRAUN:  Thank you, and good evening. 2 

I'm Bob Braun, senior vice president of nuclear 3 

operations for PSEG Nuclear.  4 

  I'm part of the leadership team at PSEG 5 

Nuclear, responsible for the Salem and Hope Creek 6 

generating stations.  7 

  On behalf of PSEG, we look forward to this 8 

evening's public meeting, and the opportunity to 9 

continue working with the Nuclear Regulatory 10 

Commission, and the public, on our application for an 11 

Early Site Permit, as we explore the possibility of 12 

building a new nuclear plant here in Salem County.  13 

  At PSEG we understand our obligation to 14 

the local community, the environment, as well as our 15 

friends, families, and coworkers, to provide safe, 16 

reliable, economic, and green energy.  17 

  We operate our plants with a culture of 18 

safety and transparency.  We encourage our employees 19 

to raise issues, and to be open as to how we can do 20 

things better.  There is always the opportunity to 21 

learn lessons and to improve. 22 

  Our success is made possible by our 23 

employees.  In our business we strive to make sure 24 

that there are no surprises.  Not in our operations, 25 
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and certainly not with our stakeholders. 1 

  To quote my boss, Tom Joyce, the chief 2 

nuclear officer, there is no new nuclear, without good 3 

old nuclear.  4 

  We recognize the impact that our current 5 

operations have on the community, including 1,500 6 

local employees, some 40 percent of which hail from 7 

Salem County.  8 

  The purchase of goods and services, 9 

totaling more than 80 million dollars, per year, from 10 

south Jersey businesses, and more than two million 11 

dollars a year in local property taxes. 12 

  We take great pride in being a good 13 

neighbor.  We are proactive, and engage the community 14 

when challenges arise, so that you understand the 15 

nature of those challenges, and ensure that your 16 

questions are answered. 17 

  Again, there are no surprises, including 18 

our plans to explore the construction of a new nuclear 19 

plant.  The potential new plant would have many 20 

impacts, including some 4,100 construction jobs, 21 

during peak construction, including 1,500 22 

electricians, iron workers, and pipe fitters. 23 

  The creation of an additional 4,000 jobs 24 

in New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania, as a result 25 
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of the purchase of goods and services during the 1 

construction.  And, finally, 600 permanent jobs when 2 

the new plant would become operational. 3 

  These impacts, as well as many others, 4 

will positively affect our community.  We have met 5 

with the County Freeholder Board, and local 6 

municipalities, and will continue to work with the 7 

community throughout this process. 8 

  We recognize that this Early Site Permit, 9 

and a possible new plant, would not be possible 10 

without the community's support.  Thank you.  11 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you very much, 12 

Bob.  We are going to go to Michael DeLuca, from the 13 

Institute of Marine and Coastal Studies.  This is 14 

Michael, and then to Brian Duvall. 15 

  MR. DELUCA:  Good evening, my name is Mike 16 

DeLuca.  I'm the senior associate director of the 17 

Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences at Rutgers 18 

University. 19 

  And it is rare for me to come out and 20 

speak on behalf of a permit application; it is 21 

something that I just don't do very often.  But 22 

tonight it is very different, because the applicant is 23 

PSEG, a company that I have a lot of familiarity with, 24 

and I'm certainly familiar with their corporate 25 
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environmental record, and their commitment to 1 

protecting coastal resources in New Jersey.  2 

  They also have a very strong commitment to 3 

environmental education in New Jersey, promoting 4 

science education of our youth, the next generation of 5 

informed decision-makers. 6 

  So that is why I'm here. I'm in a science-7 

based organization, yet I felt compelled to come out 8 

tonight.  And one of the things that I do, at Rutgers, 9 

is I manage a national estuarine research reserve, 10 

which focuses primarily on conservation and protection 11 

of wetlands, and wetland ecosystems. 12 

  And I know that one of the potential or 13 

likely environmental impacts has to do with wetlands, 14 

the proposed construction of this facility.  15 

  I have to tell you that I'm very 16 

comfortable with PSEG dealing with the challenges of 17 

mitigating impacts on wetlands and, actually, their 18 

commitment to restoring wetlands. 19 

  They have been involved with, perhaps, one 20 

of the largest estuarine restoration programs in the 21 

country, 20,000 acres of wetlands restored in Delaware 22 

Bay, the River, and the estuary, and it has led to 23 

increased production of fin fish and shell fish. 24 

  So there are, like, wetland impacts.  But 25 
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I think the company is certainly up to the challenge 1 

of mitigating those. 2 

  The other potential impact that has to be 3 

considered here is associated with sea level rise.  4 

This is occurring, it is not disputed.  Certainly in 5 

areas of New Jersey this is expected to be greater 6 

than in other areas of the country. 7 

  This is not a game stopper here. One of 8 

the things I do at Rutgers is work with coastal 9 

communities on developing adaptation strategies to sea 10 

level rise. 11 

  And I'm confident that the new facility 12 

will factor into account strategies to deal with a 13 

rising sea level along the New Jersey coast. 14 

  The other potential impact area which is, 15 

again, well known with coastal development, and energy 16 

facilities, in particular, is that on fin fish and 17 

shell fish.  And I do note that the application does 18 

call for construction of a cooling tower which is, you 19 

know, one of the ideal strategies for mitigating harm 20 

to fin fish and shell fish, particularly their eggs 21 

and larvae. 22 

  There are, also, thermal impacts that are 23 

mitigated by this particular design component.  I 24 

would just like to mention two areas of potential 25 
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interest if, indeed, there is some broader 1 

consideration of mitigation strategies.  2 

  And that is a lot of work has been 3 

underway in the Delaware estuary to restore two 4 

signature species, the oyster and sturgeon.  Oysters 5 

are on the rebound.  They have beset by disease, and 6 

overharvesting, for years. 7 

  And today we actually enjoy a modest 8 

harvest.  I don't believe the expansion of this 9 

proposed plant will endanger that critter.  But, 10 

perhaps, there are some opportunities to enhance the 11 

restoration of that particular species. 12 

  And, similarly, with sturgeon. South 13 

Jersey used to be the caviar capital of the world, at 14 

the turn of the last century.  Sturgeon have been just 15 

listed as endangered by the federal government.  16 

  There are efforts, under way, to study 17 

their habitat use, their habits, and their spawning 18 

grounds. And, again, I think this is fertile area to 19 

explore in terms of some broader restoration 20 

strategies that might be considered down the road. 21 

  And my final point is that I'm very 22 

familiar with the efforts to pursue renewable energy 23 

off the coast of New Jersey, including wind, wave, and 24 

tidal energy.  These are in the nascent stages of 25 
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development.  1 

  But if you look at the projected 2 

production, energy production from these sources, it 3 

certainly will not meet the future demand for our 4 

state, which continues to grow, as we continue to 5 

develop. 6 

  So my final point is that the plant 7 

expansion is certainly needed.  It is situated at a 8 

suitable site, and I have every confidence that the 9 

PSEG folks will provide the appropriate mitigation 10 

strategies, and plans, to minimize environmental 11 

impacts.  Thank you very much. 12 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, Mike.  13 

Brian Duvall, and after Brian we are going to go to 14 

Richard Schneider. 15 

  MR. DUVALL:  Good evening.  It is a 16 

pleasure to be here with you tonight. My name is Brian 17 

Duvall, I'm the President and CEO of the New Jersey 18 

Academy for Aquatic Sciences, which is a not-for-19 

profit education, and research, and community 20 

development organization located in Camden, New 21 

Jersey.  22 

  One of the things that we focus on, in our 23 

work, is creating opportunities for delivering 24 

education programs to groups of teachers, and to 25 
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students who wouldn't, otherwise, have the opportunity 1 

to take part in those kinds of things. 2 

  And over the last three or four years, the 3 

Academy has been working hard on developing programs 4 

that are field trip programs, that focus on the 5 

critical nature of salt marsh habitats along the 6 

Delaware Bay. 7 

  PSEG has been a great partner in that, 8 

working with us, supporting much of the work that we 9 

have done.  They have done a bunch of in-kind work; in 10 

terms of getting us access to their marsh restoration 11 

sites, in particular the one in Alloways Creek. 12 

  They have modified one of their buildings 13 

on their site, so that we can use it as classroom 14 

facilities, when we take kids out into the marsh.  And 15 

they have maintained the trail specifically for the 16 

programs that we do. 17 

  In addition to that they have provided 18 

financial support, which has enabled us to deliver 19 

programs to a large number of teachers, and students, 20 

in the Salem area, at no cost to the school system.  21 

  So we see that as a great achievement, in 22 

terms of being able to deliver these specialized 23 

programs to groups of kids who wouldn't, otherwise, 24 

have the opportunity to do that.  25 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 34

  Currently the Academy is working on 1 

developing another set of programs, which will be 2 

based more on classroom and laboratory facilities that 3 

are present in the new Energy and Environmental 4 

Resource Center down in Salem. 5 

  And we look forward to doing the same kind 6 

of program in the future, associated with that new 7 

facility, and increasing the number of kids and 8 

teachers, from the region, that we can have impact on. 9 

  The Estuary Enhancement Program has done a 10 

phenomenal job of creating substantial new areas of 11 

high quality wetland habitat, which very definitely 12 

has an impact on, in particular, juveniles of a wide 13 

variety of aquatic species, and nutrient flow, in the 14 

area. 15 

  And it, really, is a phenomenal laboratory 16 

at this point for understanding the importance of, and 17 

the development of, those types of habitats.  Most of 18 

those habitats were much less productive prior to the 19 

work that PSEG engaged in, having been really run over 20 

by exotic phragmites.  That made them much less 21 

valuable as natural systems than they are today. 22 

  Most of the Academy's programs have a 23 

component in them that focuses on global climate 24 

change.  And we feel that that is an extremely 25 
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important thing for people to be exposed to, to learn 1 

about, and especially the kids that we deal with, in 2 

education programs.  3 

  There is no question that conservation 4 

measures, in terms of electrical usage is an important 5 

part of combating that trend, as well as developing 6 

increased access to renewable sources of energy.  7 

  But there is nuclear technology, which has 8 

been around for a long time, and has successfully been 9 

applied to providing baseload for the state of New 10 

Jersey, and the country as a whole, it is a proven 11 

technology, and is one that is carbon free. 12 

  And we feel that it is important to 13 

develop nuclear power generation, and feel that siting 14 

a plant, here in an area that is already dedicated to 15 

producing nuclear power, is a particularly efficient 16 

way to do it, because it takes advantage of the 17 

infrastructure that is already in place, for the 18 

plants that exist there now. 19 

  We view PSEG as very good partners in our 20 

efforts to try to expand our educational mission.  21 

They have supported us, substantially, over the years. 22 

   We look forward to continuing to work with 23 

them, and to continue to use the newly created 24 

marshes, in the Salem area, as sort of living 25 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 36

laboratories for the impact that we have on youth and 1 

the education process in this region.  Thanks. 2 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you very much, 3 

Brian.  We are going to go to Richard Schneider, and 4 

then we will go to Sheranee Nedd, and Keith Campbell. 5 

 And this is Richard. 6 

  MR. SCHNEIDER:  Hello, my name is Richard 7 

Schneider, I'm with the Coalition to Protect 8 

Fisheries.  This meeting is about the environmental 9 

impact of a new facility.  10 

  And my comments cover a variety of issues 11 

that I feel are important to bring up, and have on the 12 

record, also, pertaining to the new facility, and the 13 

existing complex, which must also be considered, as a 14 

whole, when you add one more to three existing, it is 15 

a bigger picture, and a bigger effect. 16 

  The goal is to make electricity.  But I 17 

feel that PSEG is going to be spending tens of 18 

billions of dollars on this nuclear plant.  I think 19 

they would be better invested to invest in solar and 20 

wind farms, which could be built in the matter of a 21 

year, one year; you could have a farm built. 22 

  With this new plant it will take, 23 

probably, ten years to build.  You could be generating 24 

electricity immediately.  I think it is a better 25 
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investment. 1 

  Solar and wind is safe, and clean energy. 2 

 There is one concern with nuclear power.  It is 3 

inherently dangerous, because of the nuclear reaction. 4 

 And a classic example is Chernobyl and Three Mile 5 

Island.  Accidents do happen. 6 

  So nuclear, you know, is a concern, 7 

because of its potential danger.  And some people do 8 

have trouble sleeping at night, worrying about it. 9 

  And then another concern with nuclear is 10 

also the waste that is produced by the facility.  The 11 

half life of nuclear materials, like the 100,000 12 

years, which is basically how much it will degrade in 13 

its nuclear power.  14 

  Well, the problem is you have to worry 15 

about this nuclear waste forever.  And maintain it, 16 

and make sure it is safe.  If you don't produce 17 

nuclear waste you don't have to worry about it. 18 

  And we do have a problem with nuclear 19 

waste in this country.  Salem is storing some there 20 

and, you know, it is a concern. 21 

  Also I feel that this facility's location, 22 

for the existing plant, and the addition of one more, 23 

is in the worse location possible.  It is at sea 24 

level.  25 
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  Which means the concern is about tidal 1 

surge when we have a hurricane.  It is right there, at 2 

sea level.  Katrina had a tidal wave surge of 30 feet. 3 

 When you have flooding, with the high tides, and the 4 

storm surge, that facility can be overrun with water. 5 

  It is not in an ideal location.  6 

Hurricanes happen, they are natural. It hasn't 7 

happened yet, but it may some day.  And, you know, 8 

that is also why it is a very bad location. 9 

  Plus the facility is built on mud.  It is 10 

river mud that the facility is built on.  The three 11 

existing facilities have pylons that go down, like, 70 12 

feet.  But they still don't hit bedrock. 13 

  So the new facility will probably be built 14 

the same, on mud.  Mud has a tendency to sink.  It is 15 

not a stable foundation.  The bedrock is much further 16 

below.  They just stopped trying to reach bedrock. 17 

  Will the new facility be based in bedrock, 18 

to make it more stable?  That is a question that I 19 

think the Commission should make part of their review. 20 

  And then, also, the problem with mud, and 21 

building a facility on it, is problem with 22 

earthquakes.  And what happens is if you have 23 

buildings on a soft ground, like mud, you get 24 

liquefaction - that is the term that is used. 25 
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  You get the vibration from the earthquake. 1 

 The earthquake shaking is magnified, by the mud, 2 

which shakes.  A classic example is the earthquake in 3 

Mexico City, about 10 or 15 years ago. 4 

  It was a mild level, Richter scale event. 5 

 But because it was located in a valley, which was 6 

previously marshland, located on mud, the whole area 7 

beneath Mexico City vibrated. 8 

  So the effect of damage was amplified, 9 

even greater.  You have this same situation, there, on 10 

the mud at Salem Nuclear Facility.  You know, who 11 

knows when an earthquake is coming.  But that, also, 12 

needs to be evaluated. 13 

  So I feel it is, you know, one of the 14 

worst locations for an existing facility, as well as 15 

adding a new one. 16 

  Also, if there is a disaster, there are 17 

hundreds of thousands of people in the immediate 18 

danger zone, if there is an accident.  19 

  You have all of Newcastle County, 20 

Wilmington, Philadelphia, Camden.  If there is an 21 

accident, you never know, but a lot of people will be 22 

affected.  Adding one more, you know, may not be such 23 

a good idea. 24 

  With the new facility a good thing is, if 25 
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it is built, that it would have a closed loop cooling 1 

system, which would greatly reduce the amount of water 2 

needed to cool the facility.  3 

  A closed loop cooling system reduces the 4 

water take, compared to an open loop system, by 90 to 5 

95 percent.  So however, an average nuclear facility 6 

draws in, an open loop system, like a billion gallons 7 

of water a day, over a billion. 8 

  So even with the closed loop, you are 9 

still talking about 50 million to 100 million of 10 

gallons a day.  So you would be adding to the amount 11 

of fish that are killed at that facility.  12 

  So you must consider the existing damage 13 

that the present facility, Salem I and II causes, and 14 

adding even more damage.  And Salem I and II draws in 15 

three billion gallons of water a day, every day.  And 16 

it kills billions of fish. 17 

  And the EPA has estimates on how much.  18 

And I have a paper I would like to submit as data.  19 

And they kill 350 million age one equivalent fish.  In 20 

other words, fish that would have grown up to be a 21 

million, I mean, one year old.  That is how they 22 

generally use their fish kill data; they call it age 23 

one equivalent fish. 24 

  But, actually, the facility kills billions 25 
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of fish, billions of smaller fish, which is the food 1 

chain for the bigger fish, and the whole ecosystem.  2 

So my concern here is that you want to build a new 3 

facility, but you are not stopping the existing damage 4 

caused by the present facility that is there, units I 5 

and II, which draw in three billion gallons of water, 6 

and have an open loop cooling system.  7 

  So before you consider building a new 8 

facility you should stop the damage caused by the 9 

existing facility, first.  I think that is a priority. 10 

  But it seems like just build another one. 11 

 But you still have an existing fish kill facility, 12 

there.  And it kills all species, all ages.  And it is 13 

destroying the fishing industry along the Delaware Bay 14 

and the Delaware River.  15 

  We used to have a great fishing industry, 16 

and we don't know.  Not when one facility draws in 17 

three billion gallons of water a day.  And Salem says 18 

we fixed up some wetlands and that will compensate. 19 

  It is really hard to believe that fixing 20 

up a few acres of wetlands will compensate for 21 

billions of fish killed, every year, year after year. 22 

  So I feel that you should fix the first 23 

two, units Salem I and II, and then consider moving 24 

on.  And the Salem PSEG, they have a nice new facility 25 
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over there, they have a display on the environment, 1 

and they have a nice little window, outside. 2 

  But to be truly environmentally concerned, 3 

you would go through and stop the fish kill caused by 4 

your facility.  To be a responsible member of society, 5 

and to stop that damage at your existing facilities.  6 

  And the moral code, and the principle we 7 

should all live by, is that if something is causing 8 

harm, it should be stopped.  And if you look at it in 9 

that basic principle, then they should stop killing 10 

the fish at Salem I and II. 11 

  It is destroying the fishing industry, so 12 

you are losing jobs.  And if you want to create jobs 13 

in this state, here, the way to do it is build solar 14 

farms, build wind farms.  Build two new cooling towers 15 

at Salem I and II. 16 

  They will create hundreds of construction 17 

jobs.  And, also, you will create fishing jobs, which 18 

add up to thousands and thousands of jobs.  That 19 

should be the approach, also, that should be 20 

considered in the overall discussion of this issue.  21 

  And I spoke with some Nuclear Regulatory 22 

Commission people tonight.  And I have a major 23 

concern, that when the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 24 

does an evaluation of an existing permit, or a new 25 
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permit, the issue of water intake, for the cooling 1 

system, is left up to the state, as a state permit. 2 

  I spoke with a gentleman from the Nuclear 3 

Regulatory Commission, and he says it is above his 4 

ability to change the rulings, that the EPA has made 5 

about this issue.  But I feel that it should be part 6 

of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's when they 7 

evaluate the water intake, for two reasons. 8 

  Because NRC is a nuclear, is a federal 9 

agency.  A federal agency applies to any issue that 10 

affects more than one state.  The fish kill caused by 11 

these facilities affects more than one state, it 12 

affects the fishermen in Delaware, in Maryland, in 13 

Pennsylvania, in New Jersey, and all up and down the 14 

coast, where the fish would have gone, and traveled, 15 

and be caught by other people.  16 

  So therefore the NRC needs to be involved 17 

with a federal ruling on it, and not be involved with 18 

the water permit.  So I'm asking the NRC to talk to 19 

the people above them to pursue that.  20 

  And then, also, the Federal Clean Water 21 

Act applies to the fish kill.  In the 1970s the 22 

Federal Clean Water Act, said that you must use the 23 

best technology available to stop the fish kill. 24 

  This facility, Salem I and II, is killing 25 
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the fish.  And they are not using the best available 1 

technology.  So, therefore, the federal agency 2 

overseeing the nuclear plant, which is the NRC, needs 3 

to enforce that particular law.  It is a federal law, 4 

the Clean Water Act. 5 

  So, again, I ask the NRC to pursue having 6 

open or closed loop systems.  7 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Richard, can I ask 8 

you to just sum up for us? 9 

  MR. SCHNEIDER:  These are important things 10 

that I feel need to be mentioned here. 11 

  And one other thing, the power that is 12 

produced by this facility is sold wholesale; it is on 13 

the PGM grid, which includes power plants in 13 14 

states, and 50 million people.  They are wholesale 15 

producers of electricity.  It just doesn't go to the 16 

people of New Jersey.  17 

  The people of New Jersey buy their power 18 

on the wholesale market, like everybody else in the 19 

PGM grid.  So it is slightly misleading to say the 20 

power generated in New Jersey comes, so much 21 

percentage comes from the Salem Nuclear Plant.  22 

  That power they produce goes to 13 23 

different states.  So if that unit IV is not built, 24 

the people in New Jersey will still get power from all 25 
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the other facilities in the PGM grid.  And that is an 1 

important aspect that a lot of people don't know 2 

about.  Thank you very much. 3 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, thank you 4 

Richard.   5 

  Sheranee Nedd, and then Keith Campbell. 6 

  MS. NEDD:  Good evening. My name is 7 

Sheranee, I'm an electrical engineer at Salem Nuclear 8 

Power Plant.  And my purpose, here tonight, is to talk 9 

about a new nuclear permit. 10 

  As a young engineer, in the nuclear 11 

industry, one of the most exciting aspects of my 12 

future career, is the possibility of new nuclear.  And 13 

while wind, solar, and other carbon-free forms of 14 

energy are important, and definitely needed, to 15 

provide for the energy demand that we have now and in 16 

the future, new nuclear must be a part of that 17 

equation. 18 

  From growing up in northern New Jersey, 19 

with PSEG, and now working at PSEG Nuclear, I consider 20 

this company to be one of the most green and 21 

environmentally friendly companies in the state. 22 

  Just two small examples of what has 23 

impressed me.  About a month ago the North American 24 

Young Generation of Nuclear group at our plant, took 25 
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us on a tour of the estuary, where we learned about 1 

the Estuary Enhancement Program, and how we strive to 2 

protect the local wildlife. 3 

  And, also, as a volunteer for a lot of the 4 

community outreach that we do, we do a lot of our 5 

meetings at the EERC, the Energy and Environmental 6 

Center, that we just built down in Hancock's bridge. 7 

  And just to see the amazement in the kids' 8 

eyes, and even some of the parents, as they learn 9 

about energy, and how they can take part in 10 

environmentally helping their communities, is amazing. 11 

  One of the missions that we strive for, to 12 

provide safe, reliable, and economic and green energy. 13 

And I feel, as a company, we strive for that every 14 

day.  And I can say I'm very proud to work for a 15 

company so environmentally conscious. 16 

  I look forward to working in a new nuclear 17 

facility, hopefully, in the future. 18 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you very much, 19 

Sheranee.  Keith?  This is Keith Campbell. 20 

  MR. CAMPBELL:  Thank you very much.  My 21 

name is Keith Campbell, I'm a Salem County resident, 22 

virtually my entire life.  I'm also Chairman of the 23 

Board of Mannington Mills, Incorporated, located in 24 

Mannington Township, outside of Salem. 25 
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  We have been a manufacturer there for 95 1 

years, and I'm the fourth generation of a family owned 2 

business in Salem.   3 

  I'm proud to say that Mannington is the 4 

third largest employer in Salem County, PSEG is the 5 

largest employer.  And they have been an excellent 6 

addition to the community.  7 

  I have a high degree of confidence in the 8 

way that the nuclear facilities are managed; their 9 

safety record I think is very, very good.  But most 10 

importantly, and I don't know a thing about running a 11 

nuclear power facility.  12 

  And at times I feel challenged about floor 13 

covering, for that matter. I told Tom Joyce that he 14 

would do -- if we had to switch jobs, I wouldn't get 15 

past the guard at PSEG, and he probably could do a 16 

reasonably good job at Mannington Mills. 17 

  The key thing I think, when I take a look 18 

at the energy question that we have in the United 19 

States, has to do with coal generation, and the fact 20 

that fewer and fewer coal generated facilities are 21 

going to be used in our future. 22 

  Whether Cap and Trade passes or not, coal 23 

generation is on the way out.  And what is going to 24 

replace it?  At Mannington Mills we have solar 25 
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generation, and I'm very proud of what we have been 1 

able to do with that.  2 

  But, quite frankly, that solar generation 3 

would not be economical unless the federal government 4 

had heavy tax subsidies, in order to make it happen. 5 

  The same thing has to do with wind.  And 6 

while I think the solar and wind generation title, 7 

etcetera, is wonderful, sustainable and good, we have 8 

to have large generation of fossil free, in order for 9 

us to be able to get environmental goal posts that we 10 

would like to hit as a society. 11 

  And, obviously, I'm here tonight saying I 12 

think nuclear is a very, very good alternative.  And I 13 

have a high degree of confidence in the fact that PSEG 14 

can deliver. 15 

  Will the new jobs have a tremendous impact 16 

in Salem County?  Absolutely.  And that is a good 17 

thing. I sit on a number of community boards with 18 

executives of PSEG, and have PSEG employees that go to 19 

church with me in Salem.  20 

  They are a committed group of people.  21 

From those people that work on the line, all the way 22 

up to the executive offices.  I can't think of a board 23 

that I have been on, in Salem County, and I have been 24 

on a bunch of them, where there hasn't been a PSEG 25 
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executive, or a person, along with me, by my side. 1 

  They are exemplary on what they do in the 2 

community.  When it comes to the environment, I guess 3 

I have a little different perspective, because I 4 

happen to be a Salem County native.  That makes me a 5 

duck hunter.  And I have a duck hunting place about 6 

four miles, as the crow flies, from the cooling tower 7 

at Artificial Island. 8 

  It is a property that my family has had 9 

for a number of years.  I love duck hunting out there. 10 

 If you really want to see the beauty of Salem County, 11 

come out and see the sunrise over that meadow.  It is 12 

absolutely gorgeous. 13 

  And, I tell you, we are still duck hunting 14 

today.  We have ducks on the meadow, we have muskrats. 15 

 I caught a striper last week, in the creek; I have 16 

netted some perch in the creek, as well.  This I 17 

Turners Fort Creek, a tributary right off of where 18 

Artificial Island is. 19 

  Several years ago I was traveling in 20 

Seattle, and I was listening on the radio, on NPR.  21 

And NPR had a segment about nuclear power and safety. 22 

 And it was interesting.  I was driving along from 23 

Seattle, down to Portland, Oregon. 24 

  And they were talking about nuclear 25 
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safety, and they had an individual from Salem County, 1 

who they were interviewing, about the environmental 2 

impact of the island. 3 

  And, lo and behold, the person they were 4 

talking to was the muskrat trapper that trapped my 5 

property at Frog Ocean, Marvin Ranken.  I imagine that 6 

you can go back into the files of NPR, if they still 7 

have them, and bring up that interview. 8 

  But here goes a man, he is retired now, 9 

but he has virtually lived in the meadow, made his 10 

living in the meadow, and he was very complimentary of 11 

the fact that, yes, there has been a nuclear power 12 

station there.  13 

  But you know something?  The ducks are 14 

still flying, the water fowl are still doing well, and 15 

there are still muskrats.  And I believe if there is 16 

going to be an additional plant, it is a great place 17 

to have it, the infrastructure is there.  18 

  Are there going to be some changes coming 19 

out of it?  Certainly.  But I just simply go with the 20 

track record of what PSEG have done. And I can tell 21 

you one thing; I have a high degree of confidence in 22 

them.  Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen. 23 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, Keith.  24 

Is there anybody that I have missed that wants to 25 
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contribute a comment tonight? 1 

  (No response.) 2 

  FACILITATOR CAMERON:  Okay.  Well, thank 3 

you all, and I'm going to ask our senior agency 4 

official, Becky Karas, to close the meeting out for 5 

us.  Becky? 6 

  MS. KARAS:  I just wanted to take this 7 

opportunity to thank everybody for coming.  As Greg 8 

mentioned earlier, we know the weather could have been 9 

better.  But it is good to see that we had a good 10 

number of interested people, who have taken time to 11 

put together some very thoughtful comments. 12 

  And we will be carefully considering those 13 

comments, as we develop our Draft Environmental Impact 14 

Statement.  And I do want to remind everybody that you 15 

do have until December 14th to submit any 16 

supplementary comments, anything else you think about. 17 

  So, again, thanks everybody for coming, 18 

and have a safe trip home. 19 

  (Whereupon, at 8:10 p.m., the above-20 

entitled matter was concluded.) 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 
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