
Wu, Irene

From: Park, James
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2009 3:44 PM
To: Yu, Irene; Bjornsen, Alan; Swain, Patricia
Cc: Davis (FSME), Jennifer; Balsam, Briana; Goodman, Nathan; Kock, Andrea
Subject: FW: Some follow-up information re: sage grouse and BLM land use plans

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Here's some info from the BLM to consider along as we revise our draft SEISs.

Jim

----- Original Message -----
From: PeteSokolosky@blm.gov [mailto: PeteSokolosky@blm.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2009 10:33 AM
To: Park, James
Subject: Some follow-up information re: sage grouse and BLM land use plans

Jim,

As a follow-up to our telecom a few days ago, I wanted to convey some information about sage grouse
breeding core areas and land use plans within Wyoming.

The Wyoming BLM and the Governors Office for the State of Wyoming have been working on strategies for the
preservation of sage grouse to perhaps preempt it.from being proposed for listing as a T&E species by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service. The Wyoming State Office of the BLM is working on an implementation strategy.
More information about what steps the State of Wyoming is taking is found at the Game and Fish Department's
website:
http://qf.state.wy. us/wildlife/wildlife management/sagegqrouse/index.asp

I do not believe there is much posted about sage grouse to the Wyoming State Office's external website
(http://www.blm.qov/wy/st/en.html). I did find a 2002 paper about listed sensitive species, including greater
sage grouse at the following URL:
http://www.blm •qov/style/medialib/blm/wy/wildlife.Par.9226.File.dat/02species.pdf

The Lost Creek ISR project does overlap a sage grouse breeding core area.
I'm less sure about the Moore Ranch and Nichols Ranch project areas, though the Buffalo Field office posted
sage grouse information to their website:
http://www.blm.qov/wy/st/en/field offices/Buffalo/wildlife/coordination.html

The preparer of each SEIS document may also want to refer to the BLM land use planning documents also
referred to as RMPs or resource management plans for the areas where ISR projects are proposed. The URL
that is a gateway to published RMPs and revision efforts is
http://www.blm.Qov/wy/st/en/procrams/Planninq/rmps.html

At this site one could click on the Rawlins RMP and at URL
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/rawlins.html and look at the BLM's decisions* about
public lands within the Field Office in the Record of Decision, and get an idea of issues and interested parties
based on public comments that are addressed in the Final EIS document. I have found that not all Final EIS
documents are posted to this site, but such could be obtained by contacting the Field Office directly. If you go
to the planning website, you'll see that the Buffalo Field Office's RMP is in the process of being revised.
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* uranium -is considered a locatable mineral and can be explored for or mined pursuant to the 43 CFR 3809

regulations as long as the area is not withdrawn (from mining claim location) and unnecessary and undue
degradation is avoided; this is pretty standard language for locatable minerals in records of decision.

With so much geospatial data being maintained by each office in their corporate GIS databases, it is very easy
for resource conflicts to be identified if ISR project information is available in shapefile or computer assisted
drawing file format. This would be particularly important following the implementation of the NRC-BLM
memorandum of understanding with agencies cooperating to a greater degree. I think many of the figures that
a license applicant submits have been developed from GIS and we might want to ask them to submit the
project specific information in shapefile or CAD drawing file format the BLM can more efficiently cooperate in
the SEIS process. Pehaps this could be a discussed during an upcoming coordination conference call.

I've solicited the Field Offices for a listing of interested parties who probably should be notified when draft and
final SEIS documents become available. As mentioned above, the BLM's RMP web page is a gateway to a
great deal of information about interested parties. The Buffalo Field Office is in the midst of an RMP revision
and through their scoping process, interested parties are being identified. Always feel free to contact the Field
Office geologist or land use planning/nepa coordinator.

Thanks for your time. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Pete Sokolosky
Geologist
Wyoming State Office
PO Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82009
(307) 775-6261
(307) 775-6203, fax
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