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Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 5 552, I request access to and 
copies of any databases with information on groundwater contamination and tritium and 
other radiation, including, but not limited to, cesium-137, strontium-90, cobalt-60, iodine- 
129 and iodine-13 1 ,  on or off the nation's research and test reactor sites, fuel cycle facility 
sites, uranium recovery facility sites and complex materials sites. 

I would like to receive the information in electronic format. (Excel, access, .dbf, CSV, txt 
formats.) 

As a representative of the news media I am only required to pay for the direct cost of 
duplication after the first 100 pages. Through this request, I am gathering information on 
groundwater contamination and tritium and other radiation on or off the nation's research 
and test reactor sites, fuel cycle facility sites, uranium recovery facility sites and complex 
materials sites that is of current interest to the public because some sites - like at nuclear 
power plant sites - may have leaked or spilled contaminants into the ground, water or air, 
posing health and/or environmental risks. This information is being sought on behalf of 
Asbury Park Press for dissemination to the general public. 

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is in the public interest because 



it will contribute significantly to public understanding of government operations and 
activities. 

(1) Describe the purpose for which the requester intends to use the requested information; 
I am writing for the general public on tritium and other contamination in groundwater, 

etc., at the nation's research 
and test reactor sites, fuel cycle facility sites, uranium recovery facility sites and complex 
materials sites. 

(2) Explain the extent to which the requester will extract and analyze the substantive 
content of the agency record; 

We plan to extract whatever information we can from the records and fully analyze it. 
(3) Describe the nature of the specific activity or research in which the agency records will 

be used and the specific 
qualifications the requester possesses to utilize information for the intended use in such a 
way that it will contribute 
to public understanding; 

I write for the Asbury Park Press, which covers Monmouth and Ocean counties in New 
Jersey, and app.com and I've been covering environmental issues for 25 years. I can extract 
information from and analyze databases. I have helped cover the Oyster Creek nuclear 
power plant in Lacey for five years and coauthored a 2006 series on the plant's relicensing 
request. 

(4) Describe the likely impact on the public's understanding of the subject as compared to 
the level of understanding of the subject existing prior to disclosure; 

The public likely will understand a great deal more about tritium and other contamination 
of groundwater, etc., at the nation's research and test reactor sites, fuel cycle facility sites, 
uranium recovery facility sites and complex materials sites. 

(5) Describe the size and nature of the public to whose understanding a contribution will 
be made; 

My reporting will be published in the Asbury Park Press and potentially other Gannett 
newspapers and on app.com, which can be accessed worldwide. 

(6) Describe the intended means of dissemination to the general public; 
Publication in the Asbury Park Press and potentially other Gannett newspapers and on 

app.com, the website of the Asbury Park Press. 
(7) Indicate if public access to information will be provided free of charge or provided for 

an access fee or publication fee; and 
Public access to the information will be provided free of charge at app.com for at least 30 

days. 
(8) Describe any commercial or private interest the requester or any other party has in the 

agency records sought. 
I am a journalist who writes stories for the Asbury Park Press and potentially other 

Gannett newspapers and app.com to inform the public about environmental and other issues. 

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to 
specific exemptions of the act. 1 will also expect you to release all segregable portions of 
otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold 
any information or to deny a waiver of fees. 

As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would 
appreciate your communicating with me by telephone, rather than by mail, if you have 
questions regarding this request. 



I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Todd B. Bates 

Todd B. Bates 
Environmental reporter and Projects Team member 
Asbury Park Press 
3601 Highway 66 
Neptune, NJ 07754 
tbates@NJPressMedia.com 
Phone: 732-643-4237 
Fax: 732-643-4013 

Please visit our website: www.app.com 

Check out my EnviroGuy blog: http://blogs.app.com/enviroguy/ 

Follow me on Twitter: http://twitter.com/ToddBBatesAPP 

Read my Green Line columns: www.app.com/science 


