
Sealing, Donna

From: Russell Nichols
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009 8:08 AM
To: Margie Janney
Cc: Donna Sealing
Subject: RE: FOIA YA

Margie,

I disagree with breaking it up. First, people are going to read what interests them. If they are not interested,
they're not going to read it just because the YA is short and the meat is in a document that is attached by a
link. Second, it loses continuity and flow when it gets broken up. There are already two links in it to the
Obama memo and the Attorney General's memo. Third, the general premise that it is too long is flawed.
There are many YAs out there that are as long or longer than the FOIA YA, which is 947 words. For example,
our own PII policy (YA 069, September 19, 2006) is 1184 words, and Jim Dyer's updated premium class airline
travel policy (YA 034, March 31, 20009) which is 1989 words, the recent YA on 32nd Annual Awards
Ceremony was six printed pages. Which takes me back to my first point - if people want to read it they will, if
not they won't. Lastly, we coordinated this with OGC. They wanted the explanations of the exemptions in it,
which is what lengthened it more than we would like. However, what's the point of us getting OGC
concurrence, if we're going to change what they concur on? They are not rubber stamping our work, they
provide serious input and revisions that are value added.

Russ

From: Margie Janney
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2009 6:06 PM
To: Russell Nichols; Donna Sealing
Cc: Mary Moss
Subject: FOIA YA

Russ/Donna,
This is really long and probably won't hold the interest of most staff. (Sorry to be blunt!)

My suggestion to you is keep these words, but write a short YA stating that Obama wants us to be more open and so
we're changing the FOIA procedures and provide a link to what you've written. Basically the first two paragraphs. See
the YA" Information Technology Security Policy - Laptop Security Policy"
http://www.internal.nrc.gov/announcements/yellow/2009/2009-035.html as an example.

Joe will be in the office tomorrow morning, so I put it on his desk with an Urgent sticker. I don't want to concur until I
see the short version, but I like the words of the long version.

Thanks!
-Margie
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