
      August 10, 2009 
 
David J. Bannister, Vice President  
   and Chief Nuclear Officer 
Omaha Public Power District 
Fort Calhoun Station 
444 South 16th St. Mall 
Omaha, NE  68102-2247 
 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY OFFSITE DEFICIENCIES  

IDENTIFIED DURING THE JULY 21, 2009, FORT CALHOUN STATION 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS EXERCISE 

 
Dear Mr. Bannister:  
 
Enclosed are copies of Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Region VII’s letters 
to the States of Nebraska and Iowa, both dated August 4, 2009.  These letters discuss exercise 
deficiencies identified during evaluation of the July 21, 2009, emergency preparedness exercise 
at the Ft. Calhoun Station.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency defines a deficiency 
as “an observed or identified inadequacy of organizational performance in an exercise that 
could cause a finding that offsite emergency preparedness is not adequate to provide 
reasonable assurance that appropriate measures can be taken in the event of a radiological 
emergency to protect the health and safety of the public living in the vicinity of a nuclear power 
plant.”  Specifically, the deficiencies were related to implementing Criterion 5a1, activities 
associated with primary alerting and notification of the public are completed in a timely manner 
following the initial decision by authorized offsite officials to notify the public of an emergency 
situation (10 CFR Part 50, Appendix E and NUREG-0654, E.1., 4., 5., 6., 7.).  The specifics of 
the deficiencies for each of the participating states are described in the enclosed letters. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to communicate FEMA’s official notification of the deficiencies in 
accordance with the NRC-FEMA Memorandum of Understanding.  No response to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission is required. 
 
The NRC encourages Ft. Calhoun Station to work with the appropriate offsite governmental 
agencies to ensure a timely resolution of these issues.  The NRC will continue to monitor the 
status of these issues.  In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding, the NRC and 
FEMA will assess the progress made toward resolution of these issues by approximately 
November 18, 2009, and will decide at that time if additional measures are necessary. 
 
If the issues are not resolved by November 18, 2009, FEMA may withdraw the finding of 
reasonable assurance according to the requirements of 44 CFR 350.13(a).  At that time the 
NRC would take appropriate action according to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.54(s)(2) and 
50.54(s)(3).

UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
R E GI ON  I V

612 EAST LAMAR BLVD, SUITE 400
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-4125
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its 
enclosures will be made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public 
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document 
system (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Website at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room). 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Paul J. Elkmann at (817) 276-6539. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
` /RA/ 
 
 
      Michael Shannon, Chief 
      Plant Support Branch 1 
      Division of Reactor Safety 
 
Docket:   50-285 
License:  DPR-40 
 
Enclosures: 
1.  FEMA Region VII Letter to Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, dated August 4, 
2009 (ADAMS Accession No.:  ML092190051) 
2.  FEMA Region VII Letter to Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division, 
dated August 4, 2009 (ADAMS Accession No.:  ML092190051) 
 
 
cc w/enclosures: 
Jeffrey A. Reinhart 
Site Vice President 
Omaha Public Power District 
Fort Calhoun Station FC-2-4 Adm 
P.O. Box 550 
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023-0550 
 
Mr. Thomas C. Matthews 
Manager - Nuclear Licensing 
Omaha Public Power District 
Fort Calhoun Station FC-2-4 Adm. 
P.O. Box 550 
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023-0550 
 



D. Bannister - 3 - 

Winston & Strawn 
Attn:  David A. Repke, Esq. 
1700 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20006-3817 
 
Chairman 
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
P.O. Box 466 
Blair, NE  68008 
 
Ms. Julia Schmitt, Manager 
Radiation Control Program 
Nebraska Health & Human Services R & L 
Public Health Assurance 
301 Centennial Mall, South 
P.O. Box 95007 
Lincoln, NE  68509-5007 
 
Ms. Melanie Rasmussen 
Radiation Control Program Officer 
Bureau of Radiological Health 
Iowa Department of Public Health 
Lucas State Office Building, 5th Floor 
321 East 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA  50319 
 
Chief, Technological Hazards Branch 
FEMA, Region VII 
9221 Ward Parkway 
Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO  64114-3372 
 
Chairperson, Radiological Assistance Committee 
Region VII 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
9221 Ward Parkway 
Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64114-3372 
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Electronic distribution by RIV: 
Regional Administrator (Elmo.Collins@nrc.gov)  
Deputy Regional Administrator (Chuck.Casto@nrc.gov) 
DRP Director (Dwight.Chamberlain@nrc.gov) 
DRP Deputy Director (Anton.Vegel@nrc.gov)  
DRS Director (Roy.Caniano@nrc.gov)  
DRS Deputy Director (Troy.Pruett@nrc.gov) 
Senior Resident Inspector (John.Kirkland@nrc.gov) 
Resident Inspector (Jacob.Wingebach@nrc.gov)  
Branch Chief, DRP/E (Jeff.Clark@nrc.gov) 
FCS Site Secretary (Berni.Madison@nrc.gov)  
Senior Project Engineer, DRP/E (George.Replogle@nrc.gov) 
Regional State Liaison Officer (Bill.Maier@nrc.gov) 
NSIR/DPR/EP (Steve.LaVie@nrc.gov) 
Public Affairs Officer (Victor.Dricks@nrc.gov)  
Team Leader, DRP/TSS (Chuck.Paulk@nrc.gov)  
RITS Coordinator (Marisa.Herrera@nrc.gov)  
Regional Counsel (Karla.Fuller@nrc.gov) 
Congressional Affairs Officer (Jenny.Weil@nrc.gov) 
OEMail Resource 
DRS STA (Dale.Powers@nrc.gov) 
OEDO RIV Coordinator (Leigh.Trocine@nrc.gov) 
ROPreports 
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PElkmann GGuerra MShannon   

/RA/ /RA/ /RA/   

8/6/09 8/10/09 8/10/09   
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