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Chapter 25.  Architectural and Historical Survey 
Methods 
An architectural and historical survey of the CCNPP project area was conducted concurrent with 2006 
Phase Ib fieldwork. This study was performed according to Standards and Guidelines for Architectural 
and Historical Investigations in Maryland (Maryland Historical Trust: 2000); General Guidelines for 
Compliance-Generated Determinations of Eligibility (Maryland Historical Trust: 2002); Archeology and 
Preservation: Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines (48 FR 44716-44742); National 
Register Bulletin 15- How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (National Park Service 
1992a); and National Register Bulletin 21- Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties 
(National Park Service 1992b). 

The architectural and historical survey consisted of six phases: 1) establishment of an Area of Potential 
Effect (APE) that accounts for potential visual effects to NRHP-eligible or –listed resources; 2) literature 
and background research; 3) preparation of a historic context; 4) field survey; 5) completion of 
Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) survey forms and evaluation of surveyed architectural resources; and 
6) assessment of effects/impacts to the surveyed resources from the proposed project.  

This document presents the methods and results of the architectural and historical survey. Completed 
MHT survey forms for five resources were provided as an appendix in the Draft Interim Report 
(Munford and Hyland 2007). Subsequent to the Draft Interim Report, MHT concluded that Parran’s 
Park (CT-58) was eligible for NRHP listing, necessitating revision of its MHT Determination of Eligibility 
(DOE) form. The updated form is included in this report, in Appendix G. Following clarification of the 
proposed project’s impacts, a Criteria of Effects Evaluation Report will be prepared to assess adverse 
effects to NRHP-listed and –eligible resources. This report will be submitted under separate cover.   

Area of Potential Effect 
The Area of Potential Effect (APE) for architectural and historical resources includes both the project 
footprint and the viewshed of proposed project activities and facilities. For the initial 600-acre (243-
hectare) project area and for upland portions of the Supplemental project area (approximately 48.5 
acres/20 hectares) the APE was defined as the project footprint plus an area extending 1,000 feet (305 
meters) beyond the project limits. Because proposed impacts within wetland/stream mitigation portions 
of the Supplemental project area (approximately 35 acres/14 hectares) will be low-profile in nature and 
will have little likelihood to cause adverse effects, the APE for architectural resources in these localities 
extends 500 feet (152 meters) beyond the project footprint.  

The APE for architectural and historical resources was further refined and delineated by conducting a 
field view to record structures visible from the proposed construction locations, as well as from those 
resources with a line-of-sight to the proposed project. 

Literature and Background Research 
Background research included a review of the architectural files at the MHT Library in Crownsville for 
previously surveyed resources within the project area, as well as resources within the project area 
listed in the NRHP. Other research sources included architectural survey reports, published histories of 
Calvert County, historic maps of the project area, and files at the University of Baltimore’s Langsdale 
Library relating to the YMCA’s Camp Conoy. This collected material was used to develop a context for 
evaluation of surveyed resources in the project area and to provide background information on specific 
resources.   

Background research revealed that Determination of Eligibility (DOE) Forms have been previously 
completed for four architectural and historical resources located within the project APE: Parran’s Park 
(CT-58); Preston’s Cliffs/Charles’s Gift/The Wilson Farm (CT-59); Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant 
(CT-154); and the Baltimore and Drum Point Railroad (CT-1295).   

Of these four resources, one has previously been determined NRHP-eligible by the MHT: the Baltimore 
and Drum Point Railroad (CT-1295). The NRHP determination of this resource was based on segments 
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identified in other localities within Calvert County. Previously undocumented segments of CT-1295 
exist within the project APE. Prior to the current study, no NRHP eligibility determination had been 
made for the other three previously-surveyed resources. NRHP eligibility recommendations for these 
resources will be presented in the following section.  

Field Survey Results 
GAI conducted a field survey of the APE on December 5, 2006, to identify architectural and historical 
resources that are eligible for listing in the NRHP. GAI identified previously surveyed buildings as well 
as buildings in the APE that appeared to meet the NRHP age criterion of 50 years old or older. 
Included in the survey was the circa-1975 Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant (CT-154), a previously 
surveyed resource which was evaluated for its potential significance as a resource less than 50 years 
of age. Following identification, GAI photographed and mapped these architectural resources. The 
location of each resource has been plotted on the Cove Point, Maryland United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) Quadrangle map and on project maps. GAI prepared MHT Regular Determination of 
Eligibility (DOE) Forms for standing structures over fifty years of age and previously surveyed 
resources located within the APE. GAI submitted a letter with accompanying DOE forms to MHT for 
review on March 29, 2007 (see Appendix A). MHT provided comments on eligibility recommendations 
in a review letter dated June 7, 2007 (see Appendix A). As a result of the June 7, 2007 letter, Parran’s 
Park (CT-58) is now considered eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion A. MHT concurred with GAI’s 
remaining eligibility recommendations. The surveyed architectural and historical resources are 
summarized in Table 25-1 and described in the following text.  

Table 25-1 
Summary of Surveyed Architectural Resources  

MHT No. Name Date Resource Type Location Recommended NRHP 
Status * 

CT-58 Parran’s Park c1750 Abandoned 
Farmstead 

In the project boundary; 
Old Bay Farm Section 

NRHP Eligible        
Criterion A 

CT-59 Preston’s Cliff, 
Charles’s Gift, The 
Wilson Farm 

c1690  Ruins and 
Tobacco Barns 

Adjacent to the project 
boundary 

NRHP Eligible        
Criterion A and C 

CT-154 Calvert Cliffs 
Nuclear Power Plant 

c1975 Nuclear Power 
Plant 

In the project boundary; 
Lake Davies and Camp 
Conoy Sections 

Not Eligible 

CT-1295 
And CV-172 

Baltimore & Drum 
Point Railroad 

c1890 Abandoned 
Railroad 

In the project boundary; 
Camp Conoy and Old Bay 
Farm Sections 

NRHP Eligible          
Criteria A and C     
Sections within the CCNPP 
APE contribute to the 
resource’s NRHP eligibility. 

CT-1312 Camp Conoy c1930 YMCA Camp In the project boundary; 
Camp Conoy Section 

NRHP Eligible        
Criterion A 

*MHT has concurred with evaluations  
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Parran’s Park (CT-58)  
Route 2/4 
Lusby Vicinity, Calvert County 
Recommendations: NRHP Eligible, Criterion A  
Parran’s Park (CT-58), an abandoned farmstead, is located in the Old Bay Farm Section of the project 
area, in the northwest corner of the APE (see Figure 1-2, Figure 25-1). This resource currently consists 
of three former tobacco barns (Structures 3, 4, and 5), two modern storage buildings, and the site of a 

former residence and other ancillary 
outbuildings (now demolished) (Photographs 
25-1 to 25-4).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 25-1. Parran’s Park (CT-58), 
Facing Southwest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph25-2. Parran’s Park Tobacco 
Barn Structure 3, Southwest and Southeast 
Elevations (CT-58), Facing Northeast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph 25-3. Parran’s Park Tobacco 
Barn Structure 4, Southwest and Southeast 
Elevations (CT-58), Facing Northeast 
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Photograph 25-4. Parran’s Park Tobacco 
Barn Structure 5, South and East Elevations 
(CT-58), Facing West 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph 25-5. Parran’s Park Demolished 
Residence (CT-58), Facing Northeast 
(Library of Congress) 
 

 

 

 

The main residence at Parran’s Park was built 
circa 1750, but sustained severe fire damage in 
1955 and was then abandoned. The Baltimore 
Gas and Electric Company demolished the 
main residence in 1972, soon after construction 
of the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant. 
However, ancillary agricultural outbuildings 

remain extant. Presently, CT-58 consists of three former tobacco barns (Structure #3, Structure #4, and 
Structure #5) (see Photographs 25-2, 25-3 and 25-4), and two modern buildings that stand proximal to 
them (see Photograph 25-1). Archaeological remains of this farmstead, identified as Site 18Cv480, 
were subject to Phase Ib and Phase II investigations as part of the current project (see Chapter 15). 

Based on information in the CT-58 MHT site form (which was corroborated by historic photographs), 
the main residence was framed with wood and stood one-and-a-half stories high under a side gable 
roof prior to demolition. The main residence developed its dimensions over time. Originally a one-room 
house with an encased stair that led to an overhead loft, a central passage and second room were 
added circa 1825. In its final massing, the house stood two bays deep and five bays wide and appears 
to have represented a typical Chesapeake Bay vernacular style house from the eighteenth century. 
Based on a review of historic photographs, the main building stood as a one-and-a-half story, side-
gable, hall-and-chamber residence with a central passage (see Photograph 25-5). The gable ends 
featured shouldered brick chimney stacks with corbelled caps. Gable-roof dormers pierced the slope of 
the roof, on both the front and rear. Surrounding the building were ancillary outbuildings typical of local 
tobacco farms. 

Some of CT-58’s outbuildings have survived, but they have been altered. Outbuildings standing closest 
to the demolished residence at CT-58 have been demolished as well. However, the property’s former 
tobacco barns remain and have been re-used as storage buildings.  

Structure #3 at CT-58 is a gable-roof tobacco barn framed with wood and standing on a concrete pier 
foundation (see Photograph 25-2). In the MHT documentation for the property, Structure #3 is identified 
as CT-58A. This tobacco barn, which dates from the early-twentieth century, is three bays wide and 
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four bays deep. Entrance apertures have been constructed on each elevation. This tobacco barn is 
clad in vertical wood siding planks and its roof is clad with corrugated metal (wood rafter tails are 
covered with fascia boards). The doorway apertures and siding planks featuring metal strap hinges. A 
shed-roof addition (perhaps a stripping room) has been appended to the northwest elevation. The 
fenestration of the addition consists of two-over-two, double-hung, wood sash windows. 

Structure #4 at CT-58, which dates from the early-twentieth century, is a gable-roof building framed 
with wood and standing on a continuous concrete block foundation (see Photograph 25-3). In the past, 
it was used as a tobacco barn. Presently, Structure #4 is three bays wide and four bays deep. Entrance 
apertures have been constructed on each elevation. Structure #4 is clad in vertical wood siding planks 
and its roof is clad with corrugated metal (wood rafter tails are covered with fascia boards). The 
doorway apertures and siding planks are joined by metal strap hinges. One-story, shed-roof additions 
(perhaps a former stripping room or prize room) have been appended to the northeast, southeast, and 
southwest elevations. The additions feature exposed rafter tails. The fenestration of the southwest 
addition consists of two-over-two, double-hung, wood sash windows. Poured concrete ramps and 
improved foundations have been built to allow vehicle access to the former tobacco barn. Updates to 
the barn also include the installation of utilities, as the building serves as a small office for fire 
suppression teams at the nuclear power plant, as well as for storage. 

Structure #5, dating from the early-twentieth century, is a gable-roof tobacco barn framed with wood 
and standing on a concrete pier foundation (see Photograph 25-4). The barn is two bays wide and four 
bays deep. Structure #5 is clad in vertical wood siding planks and its roof is clad with corrugated metal 
with exposed rafter tails. Located on the gable ends of the building, the doorway apertures feature 
metal strap hinges. Structure #5 is currently used for storage 

As presented in the project’s Draft Interim report (Munford and Hyland 2007), GAI initially 
recommended Parran’s Park (CT-58) not eligible for NRHP listing under Criteria A, B, or C). However, 
MHT reviewed the results of GAI’s architectural and historic survey provided in this report and 
concluded that Parran’s Park is NRHP eligible under Criterion A, for its associations with agricultural 
history at the local level. In accordance with MHT’s assessment, CT-58 is therefore now considered 
eligible for listing on the NRHP.   

The property’s NRHP eligibility under Criterion D has been evaluated by means of a Phase II National 
Register Site Evaluation, conducted as part of the current project (see Chapter 15, Site 18Cv480).  Site 
18Cv480 is recommended Not Eligible under Criterion D. 

The recommended NRHP boundary of Parran’s Park has been drawn to include the three extant 
tobacco barns (Structures 3, 4, and 5), as well as the site of the former residence and cleared former 
agricultural fields associated with these buildings. The northern edge of the boundary is marked by a 
recently-constructed road associated with the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant (Road B) while the 
western boundary is Maryland Route 2/4. The boundary then turns eastward at a tree line marking the 
edge of the cleared property, proceeding due east to a point where it juts out to include Structure #5. 
The boundary then turns northward, following a tree line along the edge of a cleared field, to the point 
of beginning. The recommended NRHP boundary for Parran’s Park is shown on Figure 25-2. 
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ROUTE 2/4

CCNPP

CHESAPEAKE BAY

FIGURE 25-1SOURCE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF CALVERT 

COUNTY, MD. MICROSOFT, 2008

LOCATION OF                             

PARRAN’S PARK (CT-58)                                     

CALVERT CLIFFS NUCLEAR POWER 

PLANT  PROJECT                                     

CALVERT COUNTY, MARYLAND

CT-58
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RECOMMENDED NRHP BOUNDARY 

OF PARRAN’S PARK (CT-58)

FIGURE 25-2SOURCE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF CALVERT 

COUNTY, MD. MICROSOFT, 2008

RECOMMENDED NRHP BOUNDARY 

OF PARRAN’S PARK (CT-58)        

CALVERT CLIFFS NUCLEAR POWER 

PLANT  PROJECT                                     

CALVERT COUNTY, MARYLAND

STRUCTURE  #5

STRUCTURE  #3

STRUCTURE  #4



 

400 
 

Draft Technical Report: CCNPP Phase I and Phase II Cultural Resources Investigations 




