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NRC STAFF’S SEVENTH STATUS REPORT 

 
In its Memorandum and Order dated May 8, 2007, the Board directed the NRC Staff to 

file bimonthly reports regarding its review of Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation’s plan for 

decommissioning its Newfield, New Jersey facility.1  The Staff filed its last status report on April 

11, 2008.   

On November 9, 2007, Shieldalloy informed the Staff that it will be submitting a revision 

to its decommissioning plan (DP), Rev. 1b, that will provide additional information to support 

Shieldalloy’s responses2 to the Staff’s requests for additional information (RAIs).3  Shieldalloy 

thereafter informed the Staff that, to ensure Rev. 1b provides a full response to the Staff’s RAIs, 

                                                           
1 Memorandum and Order (Directing the Filing of Status Reports) (May 8, 2007) (unpublished) at 

2.  The Board directed the Staff to file its first report no later than June 8, 2007 and subsequent reports no 
later than the end of the first full week of the month when due under the bimonthly schedule.  Id.  The 
reports are to contain “(1) a brief statement regarding the then status of the technical review; and (2) the 
Staff’s then best estimate as to the completion date of the review and the release of the documents 
associated with it.”  Id.  
 
 2 “Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation Response to the USNRC’s Request for Additional 
Information of July 5, 2007” (November 9, 2007) (ADAMS Accession No. ML073321281).   
 
 3 “Request for Additional Information, Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation Decommissioning 
Plan, Docket No. 04007102” (July 6, 2007) (ADAMS Accession No. ML071640287).  
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it intends to conduct additional leachability tests on slag and baghouse dust from the Newfield 

site.4   

Since the last status report, the Staff and Shieldalloy have been engaged in extensive 

discussions regarding the protocols for leach rate testing of slag and baghouse dust at the 

Newfield site.  These discussions are critical to the Staff’s review of the DP because there are 

no established protocols for testing this material and because leach rates affect the analysis in 

numerous sections of the DP.  On May 7, 2008, Shieldalloy submitted a letter proposing an 

approach for sampling and leach rate testing of slag and baghouse dust.  The Staff discussed 

this approach with Shieldalloy in a May 22, 2008 telephone conference, emphasizing the need 

to ensure that samples used in leach rate testing are representative of materials at the Newfield 

site.5 

To facilitate the development of testing protocols, members of the Staff’s DP review 

team visited the Newfield site this past Monday and Tuesday, June 2 and 3, 2008.6  This visit 

gave the Staff the opportunity to review Shieldalloy’s proposed sampling and testing approach 

taking into account current site conditions.   

After the site visit, Shieldalloy stated that it would re-evaluate its proposed sampling 

approach and promptly submit a revised approach to the Staff.  The revised approach will 

provide updated information on matters such as the number and location of samples, as well as 

test methodology.  The revised approach will also explain which laboratories will be conducting 

the leach rate testing and when the laboratories can be expected to complete the tests.  

 
 4 Shieldalloy informed the Staff of its intention to conduct additional leachability tests in late 
March–early April 2008.  
 

5 Representatives from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), the 
Intervenor in this proceeding, have been invited to monitor all discussions between the Staff and 
Shieldalloy pertaining to leach rate testing, and the Staff has solicited the input of NJDEP representatives 
during these discussions. 
 
 6 NJDEP representatives were present during the site visit on Monday, June 2, 2008.  
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As of this date, Shieldalloy is finalizing its revised approach to sampling and leach rate 

testing.  The Staff expects that the revised approach, once received, will require the Staff to 

adjust its estimates as to when the DP review will be completed and when associated 

documents will be released.  At this time, however, the Staff does not have the information 

necessary to adjust the current estimates with any degree of certainty.  Because the Staff 

expects to receive that information in the near future, it intends to file a supplement to this status 

report that incorporates any necessary adjustments to the estimated dates.   

The dates below therefore reflect no change from the Sixth Status Report, except that 

the May 2008 estimate for the submittal of Rev. 1b has been removed. 

● Shieldalloy Provides Supplemental RAI Responses 
 July–August 2008 
 
● Staff Completes Final Safety Evaluation Report      

December 2008 
 
● Staff Publishes Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)   

January 2009 
 
●  Staff Holds Public Meeting on Draft EIS      
 January 2009 
 
● 45-day Public Comment Period on Draft EIS Ends     

February 2009  
 
● Staff Issues Final EIS        

August 2009 
 

The Staff will provide the Board and the parties with updated estimates as soon as the 

Staff receives revised information from Shieldalloy on sampling and leach rate testing.  In 

addition, the Staff will submit its regularly scheduled status report by August 8, 2008, the next 

date set by the Board’s May 8, 2007 Order.   

Respectfully submitted,   

/RA/ 
____________________ 

       Michael J. Clark 
       Counsel for the NRC Staff 
Dated at Rockville, Maryland 
this 6th day of June, 2008 
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