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March 28, 2002

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This is in response to your September 26, 2001, message to Congressman Kenny Hulshof
concerning security at nuclear powers plants. I regret the delay in responding to it; however,
your note was originally sent to the Department of Energy instead of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

Your note mentioned a "potential bomb threat in Fulton at the Callaway County Nuclear Plant,"
and asked if the plant was well guarded. With respect to the bomb threat, the NRC monitors
such matters and is not aware of a bomb threat at the Callaway Nuclear Plant during that time
-period. In response to the heightened threat environment that the United States has been in
since September 11, 2001, the licensees have raised security awareness at their sites and the
NRC has taken all potential threats seriously, requiring licensees to take specific steps and
relying on other Federal agencies to support response to such threats.

With respect to the level of security at its licensed facilities, the NRC's requirements for physical
protection appear in Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR). Section 73.55 of 10 CFR
refers specifically to the protection of nuclear power plants against radiological sabotage and
requires that licensees operating these plants have a security organization, physical barriers,
access controls, intrusion detection systems, and response plans, among other requirements,
for dealing with terrorist attacks. These measures have been supplemented since
September 11, 2001, with additional barriers, enhanced patrols, additional posts, restrictions on
personnel and vehicle access, and greater coordination with local, State, and Federal
resources. The NRC believes that these measures provide an adequate level of security for the
current threat environment.

Thank you for your interest in security at nuclear power plants.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: The Honorable Kenny Hulshof
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