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NRCREP - Industry Comments on Draft Regulatory Guide 1173, "Guidance on Monitoring and Respondlng
to Reactor Coolant System Leakage"
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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-001

Subject: Industry Comments on Draft Regulatory Guide 1173, “Guidancé on Monitoring and Responding to Reactor
Coolant System Leakage”

Project Number: 689

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) is pleased to submit these comments on Draft Regulatory Guide 1173 as noticed in the
Federal register on June 28, 2007 (72FR35521). Overall we support this much needed updating of the Regulatory Guide and
encourage the NRC to issue it after addressing the comments below.

1) Page 8 of DG 1173 states “Leakage Monitoring of Risk-Significant Areas in RCS - Critical components of the RCPB
should be monitored for leakage.” Please clarify the above recommendation to address whether indirect methods of

monitoring the critical components of the RCPB are acceptable. For example, use of area radiation monitors to indicate
potential component leakage.

2) NRC Inspection Manual, IMC 2515, Attachment 1, “Assessing Reactor Coolant System (RCS) Unidentified leakage Rate
Trend,” uses a statistical approach (based on an inventory balance) to determine unidentified RCS leakage action levels. How
does this approach relate to the 'leakage detection instrumentation’ action levels referred to throughout DG-1173? These two

documents should be consistent; however, there is no indication that IMC 2515 was used as a developmental reference for the
draft regulatory guide.

If you have question regarding the comments, please contact Jim Riley at 202.739.8137; jhr@nei.org, or Mike Melton at
202.739.8049; mam @nei.org.
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This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The
information is intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other person is not authorized.
if you are not the intended recipient, you have received this communication in error, and any review, use,
disclosure, copying or distribution of the contents of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this electronic transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by
electronic mail and permanently delete the original message. IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure
compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we inform you that any tax
advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used,
and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.
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Subject: Industry Comments on Draft Regulatory Guide 1173, “Guidance on Monitoring and
Responding to Reactor Coolant System Leakage” '

., Project Number: 689

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)! is pleased to submit these comments on Draft Regulatory Guide
1173 as noticed in the Federal register on June 28, 2007 (72FR35521). Overall we support this
much needed updating of the Regulatory Guide and encourage the NRC to issue it after addressing
the comments below. '

1) Page 8 of DG 1173 states “Leakage Monitoring of Risk-Significant Areas in RCS - Critical
components of the RCPB should be monitored for leakage.” Please clarify the above
recommendation to address whether indirect methods of monitoring the critical components of the
'RCPB are acceptable. For example, use of area radiation monitors to indicate potential component
leakage. '

2) NRC Inspection Manual,' IMC 2515, Attachment 1, “Assessing Reactor Coolant System (RCS)
Unidentified leakage Rate Trend,” uses a statistical approach (based on an inventory balance) to
determine unidentified RCS leakage action levels. How does this approach relate to the 'leakage
detection instrumentation’ action levels referred to throughout DG-1173? These two documents '

! NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters
affecting the nuclear energy industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and
technical issues. NEI's members include all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power
plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel
fabrication facilities, materials licensees, and other organizations and individuals involved in the
nuclear energy industry.
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should be consistent; however, there is no indication that IMC 2515 was used as a developmental
reference for the draft regulatory guide.

If you have question regarding the comments, please contact Jim Riley at 202.739.8137;
jhr@nei.org, or Mike Melton at 202.739.8049; mam@nei.org.

Sincerely,
ﬂ E
James H. Riley

C: Mr. Makuteswara Srinivasan, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRC Document Control Desk

Mr. Joseph R. Congdon, Westinghouse _
Mr. Terry A. McAllister, South Carolina Electric & Gas Company



