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Mr. C. Randy Hutchinson . , ,ts
Vice President, Operations ANO
Entergy Operations, Inc. ,

*1448 S.R. 333
Russellville, AR 72801

Dear Mr. Hutchinson:

This letter is to inform you that the requirement to pay a fee under 10 CFR Part 170 for the
review of your pilot plant applications for the use of Risk Informed Inservice Inspection (RI-ISI)
methodologies~for the Arkansas Nuclear One (ANO) Unit 1, RI-ISI submittal (TAC MA2023), and
the ANO Unit 2, RI-ISI submittal (TAC M99756) has been waived. For the reasons stated below,
exemptions from the 10 CFR Part 170 fees are granted in accordance with 10 CFR
Part 170.11(b)(1).

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has encouraged licensees to submit applications for
the RI-ISI pilot programs under one umbrella sponsoring organization, e.g., the Nuclear Energy
Institute (NEI), for demonstrating risk-informed methodologies to be used for piping segment and. piping structural element selection in systems scheduled for inservice inspections. To provide a
permanent approach to RI-ISI, the staff intends to utilize the experience gained through the pilot
plant applications in order to propose changes to 10 CFR 50.55a and related regulatory guidance
documents. The nuclear industry has submitted two methodologies for implementing RI-ISI.
One methodology has been jointly developed by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Research and Westinghouse Owners Group (WOG) and the other methodology is being
sponsored by the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI).

The application submitted by Entergy Operations, Inc., dated September 30, 1997, (M99756)
utilized the EPRI RI-ISI methodology, for which ANO Unit 2 is a pilot plant. The ASME Code
Case N-560 provides the alternate examination requirements for Class 1, Category B-J piping
welds. Code Case N-560 is applicable only to ASME Class 1 piping systems. The application
submitted by Entergy Operations, Inc., on June 3, 1998, (MA2023) utilizes the Code Case N-560
method for ANO Unit 1. The staff will review the EPRI methodology applied to ANO Unit 2 as
well as the pilot applications of Code Case N-560 for Vermont Yankee and ANO Unit 1.

The development of the RI-ISI programs will provide guidance to power reactor licensees and the
NRC staff on an acceptable approach for utilizing risk information to support plant-specific
changes to the licensing basis for inservice inspection programs. The program has the potential
to optimize the use of NRC and industry resources while continuing to assure adequate
protection of the public health and safety.
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Based on the foregoing, I have determined that exemptions from the 10 CFR Part 170 fee
requirements for the review of the ANO Unit 2 pilot RI-ISI submittal dated September 30, 1997, and
the ANO Unit 1 pilot RI-ISI submittal dated June 3, 1998, are appropriate. The exemptions are
authorized by law and are granted in accordance with 10 CFR 170.11(b)(1).

The $16,179 paid to date for the review of the ANO Unit.2 submittal (TAC No. M99756) will be
refunded. You should receive the refund in approximately 30 days. You have received an invoice
dated July 20, 1998, (RL0548-98) with costs for the review of the RI-ISIs (TACs M99756 and MA2023)
for the time frame March 29, 1998, through June 20, 1998. The additional amount of $7,336 will also
be refunded, if paid prior to receipt of this letter.

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Poteat of my staff at 301-415-6392.

Sioerelv5,jf~ by je FN

Jesse L. Funches
Chief Financial Officer
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cc:

Executive Vice President
& Chief Operating Officer

Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box 31995
Jackson, MS 39286-1995

DireL.tor, Division of Radiation
Control and Emergency Management

Arkansas Department of Health
4815 West Markham Street, Slot 30
Little Rock, AR 72205-3867

Winston & Strawn
1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-3502

Manager, Rockville Nuclear Licensing
Framatone Technologies
1700 Rockville Pike, Suite 525
Rockville, MD 20852

Senior Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. 0. Box 310
London, AR 72847

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-8064

County Judge of Pope County
Pope County Courthouse
Russellville, AR 72801

Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box 31995
Jackson, MS 39286-1995

Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway
P. O. Box 651
Jackson, MS 39205


