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From: Eliot Brenner
To: brian.ross @abcnews.com
Date: 9/1/05 4:55PM
Subject: Fwd: NRC updates for your script

Brian: my computer has memorized an incorrect email for you, for which I apologize, this forwarded
version of what I just sent should reach you correctly. I carboned Maddy and Rhonda on it as well.

Eliot Brenner
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From: Eliot Brenner P A
To: brian.ross @ abc.news .com
Date: 9/1/05 4:53PM
Subject: NRC updates for your script

Brian: In addition to the University of Florida context material I sent earlier, here are some
corrections/clarifications from reviewing the tape of Roy's interview, that we would ask that you weave into
the script, plus a few odds and ends.

1: We were in error. Many research reactors have surveillance cameras. Among those that do not, there
are a variety of intrusion detection/alarm functions that immediately notify first responders.

2: In using the phrase "crude dirty bomb," so you understand the context in which we use that
phraseology, we mean "not effective at doing radiological harm." We do not want you to confuse that with
not sophisticated but effective.

3: With regard to unirradiated HEU, the point we were trying to make is at any given facility the amount of
unirradiated HEU is less than what we call formula quantity, i.e. much less than is needed to make a
fission weapon. That fuel is irradiated very rapidly after it arrives. Further, the operating schedule of
reactors ensures that the amount of unirradiated HEU at the various sites is minimal.

4: You can write with authority in the script that the NRC, since being shown ABC's materials, has been
investigating to determine if security plans were violated. Because of the ongoing security nature of the
ongoing investigations we cannot identify which universities have been examined, but the NRC will not
hesitate to take strong enforcement action should we find a violation, and we have not ruled out additional

• improvements in security plans for these facilities.

* 5: The security systems in place will bring an armed response more rapidly than the time it takes to go
through all the steps necessary to remove the reactor fuel from the facility.

A few other odds and ends:

1: I hope your script will note that the RTR folks picked up on the unusual nature of the visits early on and
began asking questions because of the suspicious nature of the behavior of the interns.

2: Do your 'experts" who tell you they know how to cause widespread contamination or claim to be able to
steal the materials have actual reactor experience and are they fully aware of the security systems in
place? If their expertise is not in the nuclear research and test reactor arena in general or the physics of
nuclear material in particular, I would hope you would mention that to put their "expertise" in context.
Knowing how to wield bolt cutters to get through a fence and an ability to use weapons or knowledge of
explosives does not in and of itself mean they could escape undetected with nuclear materials or create
an explosion large enough to be radiologically effective.

3: 1 have to be out Friday, 9-2, so your point of contact for the day is Beth Hayden, the deputy director of
public affairs. eah@nrc.qov or 301-415-8200. We are both reachable over the weekend through the
24-hour NRC operations center, 301-816-5100.

4: There is a long-shot chance Mary Mendonca and I may want to run up on the shuttle Tuesday or
Wednesday and take another look at the cassette of what I refer to here as the ABC "greatest hits"
collection.

5: One final item, and I mentioned this to Rhonda and I believe you mentioned that would not show
specific vulnerabilities. The NRC has a class of sensitive but unclassified information called "safeguards"
of which you may be aware. I sent Rhonda a paper about how the government views anyone --
government employee, plant or RTR personnel, and even the media -- publicly divulging that information.
I mention it only to ask you to be cautious about what information you put on air. If you have a question as
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to whether a particular item might fall in the safeguards area, please feel free to call and we'll get you a
quick answer so, if necessary, you can write around it. As I said, I think you mentioned that you were
going to be very careful in terms of what you say, and we thank you.

Have a good weekend, and we'll await your final product.

Cheers.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
301-415-8200

CCO: madeleine.j.sauer@abcnews.com; rhonda schwartz


