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REGION I 
475. ALLENDALE ROAD 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

October 27, 1994 

License No.: SMB-1541 
Docket No.: 040-08980 
Contro l  No. : 114515 

Anthony J. Thompson, Esquire 
Shaw, Pi t tman, Po t t s  ti Trowbridge 
2300 N St ree t ,  NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1128 

SUBJECT: HERITAGE MINERALS, INC. 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

Th is  l e t t e r  documents a meeting concerning t h e  Her i t age  Minera ls ,  Inc . ,  s i t e ,  
Lakehurst, New Jersey a t  our o f f i c e  i n  K ing  o f  Pruss ia,  Pennsylvania a t  1O:OO 
am on August 2, 1994. 
meeting summary and subsequent correspondence. A l i s t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
at tended t h e  meeting i s  a lso  enclosed. 

The purpose o f  t h e  meet ing i s  descr ibed i n  t h e  enclosed 

Dur ing the  meeting you agreed t o  p rov ide  a c o s t  es t imate  and f i n a n c i a l  
assurance f o r  t h e  Her i tage s i t e  i n  compliance w i t h  10 CFR 40.36. 
dated August 30, 1994 i nc luded a cos t  es t imate  and a commitment t o  p rov ide  a 
L e t t e r  o f  C red i t .  
separate correspondence. I 

Dur ing t h e  meet ing you a l so  agreed t o  p rov ide  a w r i t t e n  d i scuss ion  o f  
Her i tage ’s  ac t i ons  t o  develop a f i n a l  decontaminat ion and decommissioning p lan  
f o r  t he  s i t e .  
October 7, 1994 we understand t h a t  Her i tage i s  pursu ing  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a 
number o f  op t i ons  and t h a t  you w i l l  i n fo rm us o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  by February 1995. 
l e t t e r  d i d  n o t  address i s  whether Her i tage p lans  o r  be l i eves  i t  i s  necessary 
t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  monazite sand p i l e  t o  p revent  spread o f  t h e  monazi te sand. 
As discussed du r ing  t h e  meeting, we are  concerned because o f  t h e  extended 
p e r i o d  o f  t ime t h e  p i l e  has been exposed t o  t h e  weather and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t he re  i s  n o t  now a d e f i n i t e  schedule f o r  removing t h e  m a t e r i a l .  We would 
apprec iate a w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  your  p lans  and/or an assessment o f  our 
concern regard ing  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  p i l e  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  
days. We w i l l  rev iew t h i s  ma t te r  du r ing  t h e  nex t  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Her i tage 
f a c i  1 i ty .  

Your l e t t e r  

We w i l l  p rov ide  our  eva lua t i on  o f  t h a t  submission i n  

From the  d iscuss ions du r ing  t h e  meet ing and your  l e t t e r  dated 

One area discussed d u r i n g  t h e  meet ing t h a t  your  

Dur ing the  meeting we a lso  discussed the  new and proposed NRC r u l e s  which 
apply t o  t h e  s i t e .  
Rule (59 FR 36026) requ i res  s p e c i f i c  t ime pe r iods  f o r  decommissioning e n t i r e  
nuc lear  ma te r ia l  s i t e s  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  opera t ions .  Licensees t h a t  
had ceased operat ions p r i o r  t o  August 1, 1994 need t o  submit t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  
requ i red  by the  r u l e  and a decommissioning p l a n  w i t h i n  two years o f  August 1, 
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1994. The proposed rule for Radiological Criteria for Decommissioning (59 FR 
43200) currently states that the final rule will not apply to sites covered by 
a decommissioning plan approved by the NRC before that rule becomes effective. 
The rule is now expected to be final and effective by June 1995. We encourage 
you to review the impact these rules may have with respect to your plans for 
submittal of a decontamination and decommissioning plan for the Heritage 
facility. 

We appreciate your cooperation and believe the meeting was beneficial. 
have any questions concerning this meeting, please call me at (610) 337-5252 
or Duncan White at (610) 337-5042. Due to personnel reassignments, Mr. White 
will no longer be project manager for this matter. The new manager is 
Ms. Marie Miller at (610) 337-5205. 

If you 

Si ncerel y , 

hn D. Kinneman, Chief 
te Decommissioning Section 

Docket No. : 040-08980 

Encl osures: 
1. Meeting Summary 
2. Attendance List 

cc w/encl s : 
State of New Jersey 



MEETING SUMMARY 

On August 2, 1994 representatives of Heritage Minerals, Inc. and the NRC staff 
met at the Region I Office in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania. During the 
meeting the Heritage representatives stated their commitment to resolving the 
issues necessary to decommission the site in Lakehurst, New Jersey so that it 
can be released for unrestricted use in accordance with NRC requirements. 

The Heritage representatives discussed the various alternatives they have 
considered and explored for the disposition of the monazite sand currently in 
storage at the site. These options include the sale of the material to 
various customers. 
liability for the waste generated when processing the material have made it 
difficult to identify a suitable customer. 

The low world demand and customer concerns regarding 

Heritage representatives also discussed the various possibilities for 
disposition of the material within New Jersey. 
expect to continue discussions with representatives of the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy regarding disposition of the 
materials containing uranium and thorium on the site which are not regulated 
by NRC as well as the monazite sand. 

They stated they have had and 

They also discussed the use of commercial disposal of the material in a 
licensed disposal site. Due to the concentration of thorium in the material, 
disposal at the only available site would require significant dilution and it 
is not certain that disposal would be permitted at that site under any 
circumstance. 

The licensee representatives agreed to provide a written summary of their 
efforts to find a solution for removing the monazite sand from the site and a 
schedule for developing a decommission,ing plan in early October 1994. 

The NRC representatives discussed their concern that the extended time since 
the cessation o f  activities at the site and eventual disposition of the 
monazite sand might provide an opportunity for spreading of the material over 
the surrounding area. 
during their review of options for final action on the site and to discuss 
this concern with their description of their efforts to remove the material. 

The Heritage representatives agreed to consider this in 

The fact that valid financial assurance was not in place for the license was 
discussed. The requirements o f  10 CFR 40.36 were reviewed and the Heritage 
representatives stated they would provide a cost estimate for packaging the 
material and shipping it t o  a vendor outside the United States for possible 
resale. The NRC representatives agreed to review such a submission and 
consider this approach if the licensee representatives could provide evidence 
that the vendor would actually accept the material. They agreed to confirm 
the willingness of the vendor to accept the material and to provide a formal 
submission within 30 days o f  the date of the meeting. 

Recent rulemaking (Timeliness Rule (59 FR 36026, dated July 15, 1994), and 
Radiological Criteria for Decommissioning Proposed Rule (59 FR 43200, dated 
August 22, 1994) which might effect the license and/or the site were 
discussed. 



Attendance a t  Her i tage MinGrals - NRC Meet ing on August 2, 1994 

Her i tage Minera ls ,  Inc .  

Edele Hovnanian, Vice Pres ident  
Anthony J. Thompson, Esquire 
Max E l  Tawi l  , Consul tant 

USNRC, Region I 

Susan F. Shankman, Deputy D i rec to r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Rad ia t i on  Safe ty  and 

James H. Joyner, Chief ,  F a c i l i t i e s  Rad io log i ca l  Safe ty  and Safeguards 

John D. Kinneman, Chief ,  S i t e  Decommissioning Sec t ion  
E l i zabe th  U l l r i c h ,  Senior Hea l th  P h y s i c i s t  

Safeguards 

Branch 

USNRC, Headquarters 

Heather Astwood, D i v i s i o n  o f  Waste Management p a r t i c i p a t e d  by telephone 


