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September 17,2003 - ;

BY E-MAIL,

Michael T. Lesar, Chief ---.

Rules and Directives Branch 6 I -

Division of Administrative Services < -
Office of Administration, Mail Stop T-6D59
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Re: Comments on the Environmental Scone of the GETS Undate Proiect

Dear Mr. Lesar:

On behalf of the Part 51 Utility Group ('Group"),' we appreciate the opportunity
to provide comments on the environmental scope of the NRC Staffs "GEIS Update Project,"
wherein the Staff is planning to prepare an update to NUREG-1437, "Generic Environmental
Impact Statement [GEIS] for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants" (May 1996) and its Addendum
1 (August 1999). The Group endorses the comments filed by the Nuclear Energy Institute
("NEr') on behalf of the nuclear industry today. In particular, we would like to emphasize our
support for the following points raised by NEI:

* With respect to Severe Accident Mitigation Alternatives ("SAMAs"), we believe the
NRC has gained sufficient knowledge, through individual plant examinations ("IPEs")
and IPEs for externally initiated events ('IPEEEs"), as well as from its evaluation of
license renewal applications to date, such that it is now able to make a reasonable generic
determination that the evaluation of SAMAs should be re-classified as a Category 1 issue
in the updated GEIS.

* Regarding historical and archaeological resources, the NRC Staff has now taken the
position that the area of potential effect ("APE') under the National Historic Preservation
Act for a license renewal action is "the area at the power plant site and its immediate
environs that may be impacted by post-license renewal land disturbing operation or
projected refurbishment activities associated with the proposed action." It has further

1 The Part 51 Utility Group is a consortium of nuclear utilities that follows NRC activities
related to the environmental regulations applicable to plant license renewal.
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concluded that the APE may extend beyond the immediate environs in those instances
where post-license renewal land-disturbing operations or projected refurbishment
activities, specifically related to license renewal, potentially have an effect on known or
proposed historic sites. These determinations effectively remove transmission lines from
the agency's consideration of this issue. This conclusion should be codified in the
updated GEIS to reflect the agency's revised position.

Also regarding the scope of the NRC's environmental review with respect to transmission
lines, the Group agrees with NEI that the NRC should narrow the scope of its
consideration of the acute effects of electric shock to include only those transmission
lines that would remain in service only to connect the nuclear plant to the grid. As a
matter of law, the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA") does not require
an evaluation of environmental effects that are not related to the proposed action (here,
license renewal). Where transmission lines, substations, and switchyards would remain
in service regardless of whether the subject nuclear plant would continue to operate, any
effects related to the transmission lines are not effects of the proposed action, and
therefore no assessment is required by NEPA. The same logic would apply to the NRC's
consideration of threatened and endangered species in the plant's transmission corridors.

In conclusion, we support the modifications to the GETS proposed by NEI, and
look forward to continued interface with the NRC as it moves forward in the GEIS update
process. If you have any questions concerning these comments, please contact me at (202) 371-
5738.

Sincerely,

Ka
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