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RIC 4D SHELBY
MALABAMA
CHAmMAN—COoMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING,
AND URBAN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
CHARMAN ~SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
SpeciaL COMMITTEE ON AGING

110 HaRT SenaTe OFFice BuiLoing
WasHinGToN, DC 20510-0103
{202) 224-5744

h]lrg:/lshelbx.&anme.gov
E-mail: senator@shelby.senate.gov

Mr. Dennis Rathbun

Director

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0103

June 6, 2003

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Rathbun:

Stave OFFiCES:

O 1800 FirtH AVENUE NORTH
321 FeoeraL BuLoing
BinMINGHAM, AL 35203
(205) 731-1384

O HUNTSVILLE INTL AIRPORT
1000 GLENN HEARN BOULEVARD
Box 20127
HunTsvitLE, AL 35824
(256) 772-0460

O 113 ST. JOSEPH STREET
445 U.S. COURTHOUSE
MosiLe, AL 36602
{251) 694-4164

O ONe CHURCH STREET
Room C-561
MONTGOMERY, AL 36104
(334) 223-7303

O 1118 GREENSBORO AVENUE #240
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
(205) 759-5047

Enclosed, please find a copy of correspondence I received

from Jon M. Owings.

Please review the enclosed and address the concerns raised.
I have notified my constituent to expect a timely reply directly

from you.

RCS/bgb
Enclosure

Sincerely,

Radade

Richard Shelby



. F  .DSHELBY
ALABAMA

CHAIRMAN~COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING,
AND URBAN AFFAIRS

ComanSimcoute o T MAnited States Senate

Sreciat CommTES ON Acing WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0103
110 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0103
(202) 224-5744 June 6, 2003

hng:llcha!g.:enmegov
E-mall: senator@shelby.senate.gov

Dr. Jon M. Owings
111 Jenni Leigh Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35806

Dear Dr. Owings:

STATE OFFICES:

O 1800 Firtit AVENUE NORTH
321 FeoERAL BURDING
BiRMmINGHAM, AL 35203
(205) 731-1384

O HUNTSVILLE INT'L AIRPORT
1000 GLenn HEARN BOULEVARD
Box 20127
HuNTSVILLE, AL 35824
(256) 772-0460

O 113 S7. JoserH STREET
445 U.S. COURTHOUSE
MoeiLE, AL 36602
(251) 6344164

QO ONE CHURCH STREET
Room C-561
MONTGOMERY, AL 36104
(334) 223-7303
O 1118 GReENSBORO AVENUE #240
USCAL AL 35401

Ti QOSA,
(205) 759-5047

Thank you for taking the time to contact me regarding your

concerns.

I have contacted the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on your

behalf and have asked them to respond to your concerns.

You

should expect a reply to your concerns directly from the agency
in a timely manner. Please do not hesitate to contact me about

this or other matters in the future.

Sincerely,

Rt e R0,

RCS/bgb

e Richard Shelby
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Jon M. Owings, MD, FACS lof2
111 Jenni Leigh Dr.,
Huntsville, AL 35806 S L & ;

256-830-9038 '
29 May 2003 |
Senator;Richard Shelby

" Senate Qffice Building

Washington, DC
RE;: TVA Browns Ferry

Deur Sepator Shelby,

I have e;ersonal knowledge of 8 dangerous situation existing at the Browns Ferry Nuclear
Facility piear Athens, AL. I know about this because of close personal contacts at Southern
Manufa¢turing Greup (SMG), a Morrison, TN company I cofounded in 1993 but sold out
of in October 2001 aftcr being recalled to active duty with the Air Force. T also have a
personal interest in that my wife and I, our children and their families all reside within a 30
mile prokimity and we are not anxious to be that close to another Three Mile Island or
Chernoliyl.

H
Since g’ Ing into scrvice in 1974 TV A Browns Ferry has had scrious ongoing problems

with their boiling water reactors’(BWR) pressure relief system, which was designed and is
still supplorted by u subcontractor, Target Rock/Curtiss Wright flow controls. Steam
corrosion in the steam pressurc safety system causes deterioration and sticking of the
reactor’ main steam pressure relief valves (MSRVs) which results in constant lcakage of
steam anfd can allow serious over pressurization if sticking valves can’t release at upper
safe limlts.

t

Four yérs ago SMG was cngaged by TVA to develop a solution after Turget Rock,
despite dumerous entreaties by all the other GE BWR facilities, who not surprisingly have
the sam iproblem, and general contractor General Electric, had failed to solve the problem
after nurperous attempts at redesign and other modifications. After two years of R & D
SMG prgduced a new valve made of advanced fine ceramic to replace the present of
platinum coated Stellite (a stainless steel alloy). In February 2001 SMG’s new valve was
tested fof safety and usability and passed all to TVA’s satisfaction.

}

In spiteiof TVA and other BWR operators’ acceptance and desire to replace the old valve
with SM{.‘:’s end the approval of General Electric, it is not going to be installed, The
rcasons Qre unclear but relate to Target Rock’s refusal to approve the ncw ceramic valves
even after receiving all necessary test data and specifications, and TVA senior
managenients’ unwillingness to listen to their own engineering staff and install it anyway.
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TVA ehgincering, in despcration, has asked a French company, Atwood Morriel/Weir
Valvcs, {o design a new safety system to be installed in the Unit 1 Browns Ferry reactor is
now rcfdrbishing ¢o bring back on line ASAP, completely replacing the original Target
Rock defigned steam pressure safcty system. There Is no assurance of course that the new
design wiill work any better if even as well as thc present and certainly will be many times 4
more codtly and delay early startup of the third reactor. '

i

[ have ié)formaﬁon that Browns Ferry has developed another leaking valve and must shut
the reacfor down ASAP for repairs; until then, a single leaking valve can cost $10-
20,000/&%)* in steam lost as well as create a significant safety issue if the valves should stick
and allow a significant pressurization. An unscheduled shut down for repairs, which
occurs with disturbing frequency in all GE BWRs due to Target Rock MSRVs, can result
in a costfost revenue of >$1,000,000/day,

3
Upon n{y rclease from military service last year I learned of this impasse which is now
approadiing meltdown and request your urgent investigation. This is a eritical issue that
must be ¢esolved now and it appears it is going to take pressurc on TVA top management

to cffcctéi or just wait until a major catastrop’e happens to force the issue. T think the
former fs preferable and if the news media learns of this debaclc as they surely will in the

Intter, thé conscquences will not be in any ouc’s best interests.

There isfno need to reinvent the wheel if just the valve stem is bad, and SMG has invented
a new ont that works. You may contact me or SMG President Ray Jones at 931-686-5377
and we c4n supply you with names and phone numbers of contacts 8t TVA and in the

dustry who can verify what I am reporting

~

nuclear &




