
NRC NEWS
U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

611 Ryan Plaza Drive - Suite 400
Arlington TX 76011-8064

No. IV-01-006 February 15, 2001
CONTACT: Breck Henderson
Phone: 817-860-8128
Cellular: 817-917-1227
e-mail: bwh@nrc.gov

NRC CHAIRMAN TO HOLD NEWS BRIEFING
FOLLOWING VISIT TO PALO VERDE

Dr. Richard Meserve, the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, will visit the Palo
Verde Nuclear Generating Station Thursday, February 22. Chairman Meserve will tour the plant and
meet with Arizona Public Service Co. managers and staff. He will also meet with NRC resident
inspectors responsible for the day-to-day inspection of the plant.

Chairman Meserve will meet with interested news media representatives at 1:00 p.m. in the
Energy Information Center at the plant to discuss his visit and answer any questions reporters may have
about NRC oversight of the plant. The Palo Verde plant is located about 45 miles west of Phoenix near
Wintersburg, Ariz.

Dr. Meserve was sworn in as Chairman of the NRC on October 29, 1999. Prior to that, he was
a partner in the Washington, D.C., law firm of Covington & Burling, having joined the firm in 1981.
From 1977 to 1981, he served on the White House staff as legal counsel to the President's Science and
Technology Advisor.

Dr. Meserve received a B.A. from Tufts University (magna cum laude) in 1966, a J.D. from
Harvard Law School (magna cum laude) in 1975, and a Ph.D. in applied physics from Stanford
University in 1976. He served as a law clerk to Justice Harry Blackmun of the United States Supreme
Court and before that to Judge Benjamin Kaplan of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.

Holding degrees in law and physics, the NRC Chairman has focused on a wide range of issues
during his career, including such matters as environmental law, nuclear licensing, counseling of
high-tech companies and scientific societies, nuclear non-proliferation, and declassification.

He served as chairman or a member of several National Academy of Sciences committees. For
example, just before taking his new post, Dr. Meserve was chairman of the National Academy of
Sciences committee seeking ways to bolster the protection of nuclear weapons-grade material in
Russia.
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