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NRC PROPOSES $55,000 FOR VIOLATIONS AT NINE MILE POINT

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has cited Niagara Mohawk Power
Corporation for four violations of NRC requirements at the Nine Mile Point Nuclear
Station in Oswego, New York. The staff has proposed a $55,000 fine.

During inspections conducted between August and October, NRC inspectors
reviewed the circumstances surrounding four shipments of radioactive waste. Based
on those inspection findings, and information provided by Niagara Mohawk during a
December predecisional enforcement conference, the NRC staff has determined four
violations of NRC requirements occurred.

The violations include: the shipment of two core shroud samples that caused
radiation levels in the transportation vehicle's occupied space to exceed federal limits;
the incorrect shipment of a liner of low-level radioactive waste; two shipments, in 1995
and 1997, of radioactive material to a facility not licensed to receive the material;

While the actual safety consequences of these violations was low, NRC Region I
Administrator Hubert Miller said, “These violations indicate a lack of adequate oversight
of the radioactive materials handling and transportation program.” Miller also said the
fact that the three violations happened within a two-month period “indicates a potential
for greater safety significance.”

The NRC also recognized that the company took prompt and comprehensive
corrective actions to prevent recurrence.

Niagara Mohawk has 30 days to pay the fine or request in writing that all or part
be withdrawn.
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