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NRC CI TES FI RM FOR VI OLATI ON | NVOLVI NG TRANSFER OF “EXI T” SI GNS

The Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion staff has cited a New
York conmpany for a violation of agency requirenents involving the
transfer and disposal of “EXIT’ signs containing radioactive
material in New Jersey. No fine has been proposed agai nst the
New York City-based Pneuno Abex Corporation.

In May, a 16-year-old boy renoved three signs hol ding
tritiumfroma Union, N J., denolition site, took themto his
hone and opened one of them exposing hinmself and his famly’'s
residence to the radioactive gas. No one suffered any adverse
health effects as a result of the incident.

However, follow ng a predecisional enforcenent conference
on July 10 wth Pneuno Abex and two ot her conpanies that at
various tines owned the property and therefore the signs, NRC
staff determ ned that Pneunbo Abex had vi ol at ed agency
requirenents.

“This violation represents a significant NRC concern
because it ultimately contributed to the failure to appropriately
di spose of the signs, and the resultant contam nation of nenbers
of the public,” NRC Region |I Adm nistrator Hubert J. MIller wote
inaletter to Pneuno Abex.

The signs, which are illum nated without electricity, were
purchased by Pneuno Abex in 1983 for use in the building. An NRC
i nspection found that when Pneunp Abex sold the property to the
Selrite MIIwrks Corporation of Union, N.J., in 1987, it failed
to provide Selrite with a copy of the agency regul ations that
apply to the possession of such devices. |In addition, Pneuno
Abex failed to notify the NRC of the transfer of the signs.

Consequently, when Selrite sold the facility to Carco
Construction Conpany of Randol ph, N. J., |ast February, Selrite
did not provide Carco with a copy of NRC gui delines regarding the
signs or informthe agency of the transfer. Afterward, Carco did
not renove the devices for proper disposal when the building at
the site was being denolished.



On May 10, the teen-age boy in question took the signs
fromthe denolition site and brought them honme. Wile eating a
snack in his basenent bedroom he dismantled one of the signs,
breaki ng several tubes containing tritium He contacted | ocal
energency response personnel after seeing a radioactive materials
| abel . Energency personnel contacted the State of New Jersey
Departnent of Environnental Protection, which notified the NRC

Esti mates by the New Jersey DEP indicate the boy received

a radioactive dose of about 70 mllirens, |ess than the
equi val ent of one year of exposure to natural background
radi ati on, which for the average Anerican is about 300 mllirens.

Surveys of the boy’s bedroom showed noderate contam nation, while
only trace anounts were found el sewhere in the house. A
contractor hired by the DEP renoved the contam nation fromthe
hone.

The NRC did not fine Pneunp Abex because under the
statute of limtations, too nuch tine had el apsed since the
violation. The NRC also noted the corrective actions taken by
t he conpany, including the fact that Pneunp Abex has agreed to
take responsibility for disposal of the signs and to perform an
extensive review to determne if any other properties owned by
Pneuno Abex, either fornmerly or currently, mght contain the sanme
type of signs.



