~ Rant Ry: Carolina Paane Raesnurca Center; 8032593339; MAr-28-00  &K:NAPM; Page 2/5K

Dﬁoq‘OWQQMU'Qm%%XW 'lQ>5 FR qggé

Hr=\-00
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE 1HE WUCLEAR REGUIATORY CONNISSION

€x Partg:
Envinonmetadists, lLne.,

Petitionen,

In the Platter of UNDOCKETED

Standaad Review Nlan (ﬂ/{[&ﬁg-?;’f& ddaﬁi) ACTION

for Review of an Appéication for g
Mixed QOxide (AOX) Fued Faobrication
Facidity

PETITION 70 WITHDRAW NURFG-1718 draft PENDING THE
INITIATION AND COMPLETION QF APPROPRIATE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS

Cnuvirnonnentalists, lnc. <8 ¢ nor-profil conporation
of apprcximafely 40 memlens cngunized under and Ly wvintue of
the fLaws of South Carolina and having a prinicipael place of
openraticn at 1339 Sinkbern Reoad, Cofumiia, South Carolin, 29206.
The Petitionen i dedicated Lo proteciding the health and
safety of South Casvline edilirens and preventiny puéllulion

from huaming the envizonment,

On behald of its memBenship, Environmentats, Inc.(E.I,)
retitions the Uniled Slulees Nuclean Regulatory Commission (WRC)..
to withdraw NUREG-1718 draft and to Regin aeppanpriate Admin-
istrative paoceediep undenr the Administraiive Procedureas Aci'
and the Netional Enviaonmental Policy Act (NEPA) in whieh £.1I.
may purddlcipele. Beceuse of Lhe connection Letween NUALG-TT7TH
and the prepartion of o Safety Pangram Nescription and Inte-
grated Safety Analysis (ISA) Summary by an Applicanit, the
inadeguacies in the documend (as henein identified) wilé <n-
enitafly generate deficiences in the ISAs, The inadeguacies
of NUREG-171R drnaft, thenafone, nead %o fe cddroegssed in a mons

fornmal process thal is open 1o public parnticipation.
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Enuvinonmentulists, Ine. sets forth the following
conteniions in support of its petition:

A, WUREG=-7718 dnoft Limits lhe possllifity for state
and federal agencies, fLegisfatons, governmenit officials, in-
dependent reseanches, public intenest onganizailions and
citizens from leing able to wnderstand, commeni, raise questions
o be Lnvubved in consddenalion of Lhe proposed guidance fon
those who will perform sufety, safeguordas ond environmantad
iapucts neviews related to construction and openating appli-
cations neganding a mixed oxide {(MOX) Fuel Fabrication Facilily,

Forn exanple;

7. The druft rnepont fails to explain how 4is souace of
evidence have 8een Ffuctored into the aufles, codes, standoerds
and £aws non have specdific sounces of ewidence fewn {dentified.

2. The NRC plan Lacks clanity fn argand tuv whel cguip-
ment needs to fe rogudined to ovencome the wecidents, fLeawks,
exposunes of workeas aend membens of the pulllic which have feen
experdenced at facifities where plulonium and uranium are
paesent.  at Nuclean Tuel Senvices, Suvunnah Riven Site,

Lacibities in other countries-England ond Fauvare, efc.)

3. By depending onfy on Federalf Register notification
(Excepl for the Department of Energy (DOE), the NRC reshicted
input from pensons and oagandzoaidens whnse intencsts and ights
ane affected as weld as denying knowledgealle, expenienced

sounces of evidence and informution access.

R, Since NUREG-T718 dauld is part of the NEPA processy
leing the document which provides guidance Ln regand Ltuv License.
applications, it needs to fulfill the neqguirements and intent
of NEPA., [he NRC nepont falls to accomplish the pronisions
on the goals of NERA.
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C, The NRC’'s Likihood-consiguences approach L4 nol
appropricte when the substences involped include o powernfully
destructiue explosive which {4 afso a carncer-caunsing polson
whose Lethal capalilily £Lasts far into the Autuse.

D. 1t is uncleanr why thore propaning NMIREG.TTTR
draft Limited the neport’s nefenences afmost exclusively to

Laws, regulations and siandards,

E. HNUREG-1718 draft does not adegquately cddasss over-
sight and muintenance as they nelaie to the nedéiowecllive muleniacfs
involued in #ha oparation of a MOX facifity.

F. The draft WUREG fails to adeguotely addecss Lhe

problens anising from plutonium being veny haad to delect.

G. WNUREG daaft s deficient in assessing the effect
a new discuveny ubloul plutonium (Rueing nuch more difficult to
enniadln ihanpaevioubéy thought due to a form of plutoniunm
decoming s0fuble in waten) wif have on reviewing the design,
constauction and operation of a MOX labnication Lacifity.

H. Anothea issue not conenrd i4 the paopoei cader
for fLon considering the opernations/pacilities nequined to
paepane weapons plutonium forn fabnication into MOX fuel.
Since the finafl outcome 44 ¢ conmenciaf endeavor, Lhose
activities beading up to mixaed oxide (A0X) fuefd Rocoming
a rroduct for elecindic utitities { rnemoving plutonium from
nuclean bombs, taansponiting the bowbe to the site whene
vanious opernations axe jlanned to take place and managing
the waale Byeprvducts), need o be Licensed in accord
with NEPRA,
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As more dinformation fecomes aveileble, additionalb
conterntions will Le added. e neserve ihe aight fto amend
this filing.

The identified failurcs in WURCG-1718 dactt demon-
strate the need 4o hali this fonlly process before any
further molion i4 made toward setiting a defeclive fasis foa
aeaching declsions,, thereforne the Pelitionen reapectfudly

nequests s

I, That WNUREG-1778 dratft Ro withdrawn:
1I, Thai an Adméinistrative Proceeding fe initiated

whengdin Enninonmentalists may panticipate.

In Lhe event thel this petition is denied, wereguesi

these contentions then de treofed as comment.s.

Respectfubly submitted,

Lot s

Ruth Thomas, President
Ennironmentalista, ITnc.
71339 Sinkéer Road
Columbiu, §. C. 29200

Aaerch 26, 2000 803-782-3000




