
March 10, 2000

Dr. Robert C. Mecredy
Vice President, Nuclear Operations
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation
89 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14649-0001

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REVISION TO THE GINNA FITNESS-FOR-DUTY PROGRAM
(TAC NO. MA4941)

Dear Dr. Mecredy:

I am responding to your proposal of February 25, 1999, to revise the Ginna Fitness-for-Duty
Program. Your proposed revision would allow Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation to
collect urine specimens at the Ginna site and then forward these specimens to the Niagara
Mohawk Power Corporation’s drug screening facility located at Nine Mile Point Unit 2. Niagara
Mohawk would then screen the specimens and forward any presumptive positive specimen to a
laboratory certified by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for
confirmatory testing. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff has reviewed your
proposed revision and has concluded that it is contrary to the requirements of 10 CFR Part 26.

The provisions of 10 CFR Part 26 [specifically, §26.24(d)(1) and (f)] require all testing, except
onsite testing, be performed by an HHS-certified laboratory. The provision that allows onsite
testing was never intended to allow a licensee to collect specimens at one site and transport
those specimens to another site’s drug testing facility. Licensees that choose to conduct onsite
screening tests are required to develop written testing procedures for protecting the employee,
maintaining the integrity of the specimen, and ensuring that the test results are valid and
attributable to the correct individual. Testing procedures written and approved by the Ginna site
management apply only to the Ginna site and its personnel. Similarly, testing procedures
written and approved by the Nine Mile Point site management apply only to the Nine Mile Point
site and its personnel. Thus, testing procedures written for one site are not necessarily
applicable at another site.

In conclusion, the provisions of 10 CFR Part 26 do not allow the Ginna licensee to implement a
drug testing program that utilizes a non-HHS-certified drug testing facility offsite to conduct
initial screening tests of specimens collected at the Ginna site. The proposed transportation of
these specimens from the Ginna site to the Nine Mile Point Unit 2 drug testing facility
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constitutes offsite testing, which, in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR Part 26, must
be conducted by an HHS-certified laboratory.

Please contact Mr. Guy Vissing at 301-415-1441 if you have any questions on this issue.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Elinor G. Adensam, Director
Project Directorate I
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-244

cc: See next page
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