
February 12, 2000

Mr. Ted C. Feigenbaum
Executive Vice President and

Chief Nuclear Officer
North Atlantic Energy Service Corporation
c/o Mr. James M. Peschel
P.O. Box 300
Seabrook, NH 03874

SUBJECT: COMPLETION OF LICENSING ACTION FOR GENERIC LETTER 99-02,
“LABORATORY TESTING OF NUCLEAR-GRADE ACTIVATED CHARCOAL” -
SEABROOK STATION, UNIT NO. 1 (TAC NO. MA5843)

Dear Mr. Feigenbaum:

On June 3, 1999, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued Generic Letter
(GL) 99-02, “Laboratory Testing of Nuclear-Grade Activated Charcoal,” to all holders of
operating licenses for nuclear power reactors, except those who have permanently ceased
operations and have certified that fuel has been permanently removed from the reactor vessel.

The purpose of the GL was to:

(1) Alert addressees that the NRC has determined that testing nuclear-grade activated
charcoal to standards other than American Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM) D3803-1989, “Standard Test Method for Nuclear-Grade Activated Carbon,”
does not provide assurance for complying with the current licensing basis as it relates to
the dose limits of General Design Criterion (GDC) 19 of Appendix A to Part 50 of
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) and Subpart A of 10 CFR
Part 100.

(2) Request that all addressees determine whether their Technical Specifications (TS)
reference ASTM D3803-1989 for charcoal filter laboratory testing. Addressees whose
TS do not reference ASTM D3803-1989 should either amend their TS to reference
ASTM D3803-1989 or propose an alternative test protocol and provide the information
discussed in the requested actions.

(3) Alert addressees to the staff’s intent to exercise enforcement discretion under certain
conditions.

(4) Request that all addressees send the NRC written responses on the implementation of
the actions requested in this GL.
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In GL 99-02, the NRC staff established the following four groups of plants:

(1) plants in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with ASTM D3803-1989

(2) plants in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with a test protocol other than
ASTM D3803-1989

(3) plants not in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with ASTM D3803-1989

(4) plants not in compliance with their TS that test in accordance with a test protocol other
than ASTM D3803-1989

In response to GL 99-02, you provided a letter dated December 3, 1999, for Seabrook Station,
Unit No. 1. Associated with your response was a request for a license amendment to change
your TS to provide for testing as described in the GL. The NRC staff has reviewed your
response and has concluded that you have provided the requested information and a TS
change request in accordance with the GL. In addition, you have committed to test in
accordance with ASTM D3803-1989 until your TS amendment is issued. Therefore, we
consider GL 99-02 to be closed for your facility. The TS change will be reviewed as a separate,
plant-specific action under TAC No. MA5843. We thank you for your prompt and complete
response.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Robert M. Pulsifer at
(301) 415-3016.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Robert M. Pulsifer, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate I
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-443

cc: See next page
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Seabrook Station, Unit No. 1
cc:

Lillian M. Cuoco, Esq.
Senior Nuclear Counsel
Northeast Utilities Service Company
P.O. Box 270
Hartford, CT 06141-0270

Mr. Peter Brann
Assistant Attorney General
State House, Station #6
Augusta, ME 04333

Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Seabrook Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 1149
Seabrook, NH 03874

Town of Exeter
10 Front Street
Exeter, NH 03823

Regional Administrator, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place
20th Floor
Boston, MA 02108

Board of Selectmen
Town of Amesbury
Town Hall
Amesbury, MA 01913

Mr. Dan McElhinney
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region I
J.W. McCormack P.O. &
Courthouse Building, Room 401
Boston, MA 02109

Mr. Stephen McGrail, Director
ATTN: James Muckerheide
Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency
400 Worcester Road
Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Philip T. McLaughlin, Attorney General
Steven M. Houran, Deputy Attorney

General
33 Capitol Street
Concord, NH 03301

Mr. Woodbury Fogg, Director
New Hampshire Office of Emergency

Management
State Office Park South
107 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301

Mr. Roy E. Hickok
Nuclear Training Manager
Seabrook Station
North Atlantic Energy Service Corp.
P.O. Box 300
Seabrook, NH 03874

Mr. James M. Peschel
Manager - Regulatory Programs
Seabrook Station
North Atlantic Energy Service Corp.
P.O. Box 300
Seabrook, NH 03874

Mr. W. A. DiProfio
Station Director
Seabrook Station
North Atlantic Energy Service Corporation
P.O. Box 300
Seabrook, NH 03874

Mr. Frank W. Getman, Jr.
President and Chief Executive Officer
BayCorp Holdings, LTD
Suite 301
Portsmouth, NH 03801-6809
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Mr. B. D. Kenyon
President and Chief Executive Officer
Northeast Utilities Service Company
P.O. Box 270
Hartford, CT 06141-0270

Mr. David E. Carriere
Director, Production Services
Canal Electric Company
2421 Cranberry Highway
Wareham, MA 02571

Mr. Steve Allen
Polestar Applied Technology, Inc.
77 Franklin Street, Suite 507
Boston, MA 02110


