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COMMENTS: 

Although the likelihood of an emplacement criticality event from SNM is small, it does not 
appear that the burden associated with addressing the risk is very significant. The three states 
with LLW disposal facilities have addressed emplacement criticality as part of their LLW 
regulatory programs and no state submitted comments opposing the staff's proposed 
compatibility designation. In light of these facts, I approve the staff's plan to change the 
compatibility designation of 10 CFR 61.1 6(b)(2) from category "NRC" to category "Health and 
Safety" and I approve the issuance of the guidance document.  
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